


Public Participation Plan Town of Beaver

INTRODUCTION

The purposes of this Public Participation Plan are:
e To ensure that members of the Town of Beaver community have various
opportunities to contribute to the development of the Comprehensive Plan,
e To ensure that residents and plan participants remain informed during the
development of the Comprehensive Plan, and
e To meet the requirements of Wisconsin’'s Comprehensive Planning Legislation
(Wis. Stat. § 66.1001(4)(a)).

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS

(Ch. 66.1001(4)(a) Wis. Stats.)

“The governing body of a local government unit shall adopt written procedures that are
designed to foster public participation, including open discussion, communication
programs, information services, and public meetings for which advance notice has been
provided, in every stage of the preparation of a comprehensive plan. The written
procedures shall provide for wide distribution of proposed, alternative or amended
elements of a comprehensive plan and shall provide an opportunity for written
comments on the plan to be submitted by members of the public to the governing body
and for the governing body to respond to such written comments.”

OBJECTIVES
e Ensure that all planning decisions are open to public comment;
e Produce better planning decisions;
e Support and add credibility to all Town decision-making processes;
e Provide many different types of opportunities for public involvement to increase

the number of participants

e Provide opportunities to disseminate information about the Plan and process to
all segments of the Town; and,

e Strengthen the relationship between decision makers and citizens

The Town of Beaver has designated the Plan Commission to lead the comprehensive
planning effort and public involvement in it.

The following activities have been developed to encourage public participation. It is
possible that additional opportunities for public participation may be identified and made
available during the planning process.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ACTIVITIES

Listed below are the various methods that will be used by the Town to obtain
public participation.

Public Education Meeting

Public education meetings will be conducted to ensure that residents have sufficient
subject matter background to participate fully and effectively in the comprehensive
planning process. The first meeting will be conducted in advance of the community-
wide survey. Additional meetings will be held throughout the process when necessary
to improve citizen understanding of an issue or to provide technical information
necessary to understand an issue.

Media

The Polk County Planning Division’s website will contain pertinent information relating to
the Town of Beaver's Comprehensive Plan. This information may include the project
schedule, meeting notes and agendas, draft plan elements and reports, maps,
photographs and survey results.

Public Postings

A display/posting will be established in one or more public spaces, such as in churches,
the newspaper and stores. The posted information may include the project schedule,
meeting notes and agendas, draft plan elements and reports, maps, photographs and
survey results.

Survey

The Town will utilize the results from the 2006 Resident Survey to evaluate the values
and ideas of the community as they pertain to the elements of the comprehensive plan.

Plan Review Meetings

All meetings on the Comprehensive Plan shall be open to the public and posted pursuant
to Wis. Stat. § 985.02(2).

Plan Review Meeting #1: The drafted goals and objectives will be presented to the
Town Board. Input will be sought to ensure that direction of the Comprehensive Plan is
consistent with current policies of the Town.

Plan Review Meeting #2: A progress report will be presented to the Town Board as to
the development of the Comprehensive Plan. The components of each element will be
reviewed and input will be sought.
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Public Hearing

The Plan Commission will host a public hearing of the draft Comprehensive Plan to
provide further opportunity for individuals to testify about the Plan. The format of the
presentation will include (1) a summary of the purpose and need for the Plan, (2)
planning process and public involvement, (3) the primary components of the nine
required plan elements, (4) the recommended future land use map and (5) comments
received during the 30-day comment period.

The public notice announcing the required public hearing on the plan shall be published
as a class 1 notice, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 985.02(1), at least 30 days prior to the
hearing. The class 1 notice shall include the following:
e date, time and place of the hearing,
¢ asummary of the Draft Town of Beaver Comprehensive Plan,
e the name of the Town representative who may provide additional information
regarding the Plan, and
e where and when a copy of the recommended Comprehensive Plan may be
viewed prior to the hearing, and how a copy of the plan may be obtained.

The Town of Beaver Draft Comprehensive Plan shall be made available for viewing by
the general public at the same time as the hearing notice is published. Copies of the
recommended plan shall be available on the Polk County website and physical
location(s) to be determined. Members of the public who wish to obtain a hard copy of
the recommended Plan may submit a written request and pay duplication costs.

After the notice of the public hearing has been published, those wishing to submit
written comments on the plan may do so until one week prior to the public hearing.
Written comments on the recommended Plan shall be submitted to the Plan Commission
and the Town Board. Written comments received prior to the public hearing will be
addressed at the hearing and will be weighted equally to oral testimony. A review of the
proposed revisions of the Draft Town of Beaver Comprehensive Plan will be completed
at the public hearing. All approved revisions will be posted in the meeting summary and
included in the official minutes of the public hearing.

Prior to adoption, the Comprehensive Plan will require recommendation by the Plan
Commission. Additionally, all criteria established by the Wisconsin Department of
Administration for Comprehensive Plans will be met.

After the public hearing is completed, the Town Board will take action on adopting the
comprehensive plan by ordinance. Future amendments to the Town of Beaver
Comprehensive Plan will follow the same procedure.

In accordance with State Statute 66.1001(4), one copy of the adopted plan (or future
amendments to the plan) shall be sent to the following:

1. Every governmental body that is located in whole or in part within the
boundaries of the Town of Beaver.
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The clerk of every governmental unit that is adjacent to the Town of Beaver.
The Wisconsin Land Council.

The Wisconsin Department of Administration.

The West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission.

The Public Library.

oo kowN
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2006 RESIDENT SURVEY 7)

i

The character of the Town should be preserved as rural

Disagree 17
Agree 198

The population of the Town should stay the same or grow slowly

Disagree 26
Agree 185

More parks, recreation areas, and open spaces should be established

Disagree 128
Agree 88

The Town should only allow single-family homes

Disagree 85
Agree 111

There is a need for subsidized housing

Disagree 139
Agree 58

There is a need for more rental housing

Disagree 137
Agree . 59

The development of a mobile home (trailer) park should be encouraged

Disagree ' 181
Agree 31



2006 RESIDENT SURVEY

Mobile homes should be allowed to be placed randomly in the Town

Disagree - 165
Agree 43

A farm or landowner should be able to sell his/her land for any purpose

Disagree 86
Agree 125

Minimum lot size should be established to preserve rural character

Disagree 34
Agree 163

The minumum lot size of a residential lot should be (check one)

1 Acre 58
3 Acres 36
5 Acres 30
10 Acres 19
20 Acres 7
40 Acres 5
Other 15

Property owners should have the right to do whatever they want to their land - even if
it causes harm to their neighbors welfare or property

Disagree 196
Agree ' 24
The Town should have the right to force landowners to clean up property

Disagree 46
Agree 181
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2006 RESIDENT SURVEY

As much prime farmland as possible should remain as farmland

Disagree 42
Agree 174

The preservation of farmland, woods and wetlands should be encouraged

Disagree 19
Agree 201

There should be a limit on how many animals can be on a farm

Disagree 111
Agree ‘ 103

More shouid be done in the Township to protect wildlife habitats
Disagree 69

Agree 143

Land use regulations governing Town development should be limited
Disagree 54

Agree 132

There should be a moratorium (limit) on subdivision development until 2010
Disagree 57

Agree 134

Agricultural businesses should be encouraged

Disagree 29
Agree 178
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2006 RESIDENT SURVEY

More retail establishments should be encouraged

Disagree 69

Agree 123

Retail establishments should be allowed (only in designated areas)

Disagree 39
Agree 167

Growth of industry should be discouraged
Disagree 131

Agree 63

Industrial development should be allowed (only in designated areas)
Disagree | 44

Agree 164

More smail and home-based businesses should be encouraged
Disagree 33

Agree ' 177

Small businesses should be allowed (only in designated areas)
Disagree 72

Agree 116

More business/commerccial development should be encouraged

Disagree 1 87
Agree 114
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2006 RESIDENT SURVEY

Business/commercial growth should be allowed (only in designated areas)

Disagree 46
Agree 161

More good-paying jobs are needed

Disagree 26
Agree 178

More gravel pits should be allowed to operate

Disagree 145
Agree 59

More salvage or junkyards should be allowed to operate

Disagree 187
Agree 26

More should be done to handle solid waste

Disagree 52

Agree 150

Communication towers should be encouraged

Disagree 115
Agree 82

More advanced ambulance services are needed

Disagree < 51
Agree 139
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2006 RESIDENT SURVEY

The Town should maintain its own fire department

Disagree 142
Agree 57

Better law enforcement to protect people and property is needed
Disagree 78

Agree 124

The Town should be posted with speed limits

Disagree 64

Agree 138

Excessive speed on Town roads is a problem

Disagree 90

Agree 115

The Town has a problem with animals running loose

Disagree 113

Agree 63

A major goal should be the maintenance and improvement of Town roads
Disagree 57

Agree 143

| am willing to pay more taxes to fund better roads and road maintenance

Disagree 133
Agree 65



42

43

44

2006 RESIDENT SURVEY

Littering on Town roads is a problem that should be addressed

Disagree 63
Agree 143

The Town should purchase and designate an area for riding ATV's

Disagree 134

72

Agree

More should be done to promote tourism
Disagree 121

Agree 82

Do you reside in the Town of Beaver

Yes 123
No 53

How long have you lived within the Town of Beaver

5Years 11
5-10 Years 19
10+ Years 105

Which describes your land ownership?

10 Acres 68
11-40 Acre 34
40 Acres 4 62

Additional comments




2006 RESIDENT SURVEY

Are you interested in working with the Planning Committed

Yes 16

No 134

If you are a resident, would you be interested in being an Election Inspector?

Yes 14
Mo 104
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