




















Town of Laketown Comprehensive Plan Public Participation Plan

INTRODUCTION

The purposes of this Public Participation Plan are:
e To ensure that members of the Town of Laketown community have various
opportunities to contribute to the development of the Comprehensive Plan,
e To ensure that residents and plan participants remain informed during the development
of the Comprehensive Plan, and
e To meet the requirements of Wisconsin’s Comprehensive Planning Legislation (Wis. Stat.
8§ 66.1001(4)(a)).

STATUTORY REQUIRMENTS

(Ch. 66.1001(4)(a) Wis. Stats.)

“The governing body of a local government unit shall adopt written procedures that are
designed to foster public participation, including open discussion, communication programs,
information services, and public meetings for which advance notice has been provided, in every
stage of the preparation of a comprehensive plan. The written procedures shall provide for wide
distribution of proposed, alternative or amended elements of a comprehensive plan and shall
provide an opportunity for written comments on the plan to be submitted by members of the
public to the governing body and for the governing body to respond to such written comments.”

OBJECTIVES
e Ensure that all planning decisions are open to public comment;
e Produce better planning decisions;
e Support and add credibility to all Town decision-making processes;
e Provide many different types of opportunities for public involvement to increase the

number of participants

e Provide opportunities to disseminate information about the Plan and process to all
segments of the Town; and,

e Strengthen the relationship between decision makers and citizens

The Town of Laketown has designated the Plan Commission to lead the comprehensive
planning effort and public involvement in it.

The following activities have been developed to encourage public participation. It is possible that
additional opportunities for public participation may be identified and made available during the
planning process.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ACTIVITIES

Listed below are the various methods that will be used by the Town to obtain public
participation.



Town of Laketown Comprehensive Plan Public Participation Plan

Public Education Meeting

Public education meetings will be conducted to ensure that residents have sufficient subject
matter background to participate fully and effectively in the comprehensive planning process.
The first meeting will be conducted once sufficient information has been gathered and part of
the plan has been written, but no later than half way through the development of the
comprehensive plan. Additional meetings will be held throughout the process when necessary to
improve citizen understanding of an issue or to provide technical information necessary to
understand an issue.

Media

Internet: The Polk County Planning Division’s website will contain pertinent information relating
to the Comprehensive Plan. This information may include the project schedule, meeting notes
and agendas, draft plan elements and reports, maps, photographs and survey results.

Public Postings

A display/posting will be established in one or more public spaces, such as in churches, the
newspaper and stores. The posted information may include the project schedule, meeting notes
and agendas, draft plan elements and reports, maps, photographs and survey results.

Survey

Community-wide Survey: The Town Planning Commission and County Planner will work
together to design a mail-based survey that aims to engage a broad spectrum of the Town
population. The survey will elicit values and ideas of the community as they pertain to the
elements of the comprehensive plan.

Plan Review Meetings

All meetings on the Comprehensive Plan shall be open to the public and posted pursuant to
Wis. Stat. § 985.02(2).

Plan Review Meeting #1: The results from the survey, as well as the drafted goals and
objectives will be presented to the Town Board. Input will be sought to ensure that direction of
the Comprehensive Plan is consistent with current policies of the Town.

Plan Review Meeting #2: An initial progress report will be presented to the Town Board as to
the development of the Comprehensive Plan. The components of each element will be reviewed
and input will be sought.

Plan Review Meeting #3. A second progress report will be presented to the Town Board as to
the further development of the Comprehensive Plan. The updates to the components of each
element will be reviewed and input will be sought.
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Public Hearing

The Plan Commission will host a public hearing of the draft Comprehensive Plan to provide
further opportunity for individuals to testify about the Plan. The format of the presentation will
include (1) a summary of the purpose and need for the Plan, (2) planning process and public
involvement, (3) the primary components of the nine required plan elements, (4) the
recommended future land use map and (5) comments received during the 30-day comment
period.

The public notice announcing the required public hearing on the plan shall be published as a
class 1 notice, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 985.02(1), at least 30 days prior to the hearing. The
class 1 notice shall include the following:
e date, time and place of the hearing,
e asummary of the Draft Town of Laketown Comprehensive Plan,
o the name of the Town representative who may provide additional information regarding
the Plan, and
o where and when a copy of the recommended Comprehensive Plan may be viewed prior
to the hearing, and how a copy of the plan may be obtained.

The Town of Laketown Draft Comprehensive Plan shall be made available for viewing by the
general public at the same time as the hearing notice is published. Copies of the recommended
plan shall be available on the Polk County website and physical location(s) to be determined.
Members of the public who wish to obtain a hard copy of the recommended Plan may submit a
written request and pay duplication costs.

After the notice of the public hearing has been published, those wishing to submit written
comments on the plan may do so until one week prior to the public hearing. Written comments
on the recommended Plan shall be submitted to the Plan Commission and the Town Board.
Written comments received prior to the public hearing will be addressed at the hearing and will
be weighted equally to oral testimony. A review of the proposed revisions of the Draft Town of
Laketown Comprehensive Plan will be completed at the public hearing. All approved revisions
will be posted in the meeting summary and included in the official minutes of the public
hearing.

Prior to adoption, the Comprehensive Plan will require recommendation by the Plan
Commission. Additionally, all criteria established by the Wisconsin Department of Administration
for Comprehensive Plans will be met.

After the public hearing is completed, the Town Board will take action on adopting the
comprehensive plan by ordinance. Future amendments to the Town of Laketown
Comprehensive Plan will follow the same procedure.

In accordance with State Statute 66.1001(4), one copy of the adopted plan (or future
amendments to the plan) shall be sent to the following:

1. Every governmental body that is located in whole or in part within the boundaries of
the Town of Laketown.

2. The clerk of every governmental unit that is adjacent to the Town of Laketown.
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The Wisconsin Land Council.

The Wisconsin Department of Administration.

The West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission.
The Public Library.
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Town of Laketown Survey Results
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WRITTEN RESULTS

The Town of Laketown Community Survey was mailed in February 2008 to 690 property
owners. Eight surveys were returned as undeliverable, bringing the total surveys received by
property owners to 682. Of those received 316 were returned, which equals a 46% response
rate.

Broken down into comparative groups: retired/not retired, work in MN/no work in MN, 0 to 5
acres owned/5 to 80 acres owned/80+ acres owned, resident/nonresident.

1. Do you live in the Town of Laketown most or all of the year?

60% of respondents answered yes. Of those who work in MN the opposite result occurred, only
40% responded yes. Of those that do not work in MN (and are not retired) over 72% responded
that they live in Laketown most of the year. The number of acres owned had an affect on if
they live in Laketown most of the year. 46% of those owning 0 to 5 acres responded yes, 67%
of those owning 5 to 80 acres responded yes and 82% of those owning over 80 acres responded
yes.

2. If you consider your property in the Town of Laketown your second residence, do you
plan on making it your primary residence?

46% of total respondents responded to this question. Of those respondents, 40% (58 people)
said that they plan on making it their primary residence (this makes up over 18% of total
respondents). No comparative group’s response varied much.

3. How satisfied are you with the Town of Laketown as a place to live?

Most (almost 90%) responded either very satisfied (52%) or somewhat satisfied (37%) with
Laketown as a place to live, with about 5% responding somewhat dissatisfied and 5%
responding very dissatisfied. Those owning more than 80 acres more tended to have a very
strong opinion, either very satisfied (66%) or very dissatisfied (12%).

4. Why are you satisfied / dissatisfied with the Town of Laketown as a place to live?
30% (61 respondents) complained about high taxes. Many various comments - see the section
Written Responses: Question 4.

5 & 6. In your opinion, how important were the following reasons for you and/or your
family in choosing the Town of Laketown as a place to live?

Rural atmosphere/Natural beauty ranked highest (19.6%-26.6% of responses) in all
comparative groups.

Near family and friends ranked second highest (12.2%-19.6% of responses) in all comparative
groups, with the exception of those that work in MN, but it came in third for that group.
Close to recreational opportunities came in second (12.5%) for those that work in MN.

7. The Town of Laketown had a population of 918 people in the year 2000 and an
estimated population of 968 in January of 2007, which is an increase of 50 people, or
5.5%, over the past 7 years. In your opinion, what should the pace of development in the
Town be over the next 10 years?

Those owning over 80 acres responded 46% of the time that the pace of development should
be slower and 51% of the time for the pace of development to remain about the same. Those
that work in WI had the highest percentage of people respond that growth should be faster
with 8%. The lowest percentage came from those that are retired. They felt that growth



should be faster only 2.4% of the time. All comparative groups had a majority of responses for
development staying the same.

8. Much of the Town of Laketown has a rural /agricultural character today, including
natural lakes and rivers, farmland, outdoor recreational opportunities, and wildlife
habitat. How important is it to retain the Town’s rural/agricultural character in the
future?

Over 80% in all comparative groups stated that it is very important to retain the
rural/agricultural character.

9. What do you feel is the single biggest issue facing Laketown over the next several
years?

Over 51% of the responses mentioned taxes as the biggest issue. See Written Responses:
Question 9 for a list of the written responses.

10A. Laketown should be a mostly rural Town.
The vast majority strongly agree.

10B. Laketown should promote more business development.
Responses were split in relative thirds between somewhat agree, somewhat disagree and
strongly disagree.

10C. Laketown should promote the preservation of farmland.
The majority of responses strongly agreed or somewhat agreed.

10D. Town land use policies should be strengthened to better guide growth.

A majority, but not as strong as A and C, agreed. The strongest disagreeing comparative group
was those who own over 80 acres. They had 27% somewhat disagreeing and 17% strongly
disagreeing.

10E. Most new development should occur adjacent to areas which are already developed.
About 80% in all groups agreed.

10F. The Town should use standards for buildings and signs that make non-residential
development fit in with the rural community character.
At least 75% agreed in all groups.

10G. Land use conflicts between agriculture and residential development are currently a
problem in the Town.

Responses were split pretty evenly between somewhat agreeing and somewhat disagreeing.
Not as many strong opinions.

11. Which one of the following statements best reflects your opinion on the amount of
new housing development in the Town?

The majority of the responses were for trying to limit the amount of new housing
development.

12. What types of new development are appropriate for the Town of Laketown?
Housing



The most common answer for wanted housing development was single-family homes (around
45% of the responses) with senior/retirement homes and seasonal housing tying for a distant
second (around 15% of responses). Generally there was about 11% responding that they don’t
want to see new housing. Those owning over 80 acres were the only group that differed from
the norm. They had over 54% of their responses for single-family homes and 18% for no
housing.

Commercial/Industrial

A more even dispersal of responses occurred for the commercial/industrial category than
housing, but there was a stronger response (about 15% for no new commercial or industrial
development.

13. If you raised children in Laketown that are now grown, did they leave the Town when
they graduated high school?
97 people (31%) responded with 88 children (32%) staying and 185 children (68%) leaving.

14. If you have any children who left, what was the reason?

The highest response was to attend college with over 17%, but no jobs in the area and no jobs
in their field each got about 11% of the responses. So, putting both of the “jobs” responses
together, the lack of jobs in the area was a more important reason for leaving.

15. How important is the preservation of the following features for the future of the
Town of Laketown.

The vast majority marked either very important or somewhat important for all features. The
one exception is for those who own more than 80 acres. They felt that Parks and Recreation
was important 62% of the time, but 38% of the time they felt that it was not important.

16. Of the above features, which should have the highest priority for preservation?
Overall, the feature with the most votes was wetlands and lakes, but 80+ acres, nonresidents,
and those working in WI had farmland as the highest priority for preservation.

17. Where is the primary place of work for all adults in your household?
Overall 44% stated that they work in MN, 23% in Polk County and only 3% in Laketown.

18. How many total acres in the Town of Laketown are owned by the members of your
household?

30% of respondents own 1 to 5 acres, 21% own 5 to 35 acres, 22% own 35 to 80 acres, 14% own
more than 80 acres and 11% own less than 1 acre.

19. Please share any additional comments you may have.
Responses varied. Please see attached Written Responses: Question 19.



20. Gender:

O Male 64%

O Female 36%

21. Age:

0 18-24
1%

0O 25-34
7%

O 35-44 | O 45-54
8% 29%

O 55-64
31%

O 65 and older
23%

O Employed full time
53%

O Employed part time
6%

O Unemployed
1%

22. Employment status: O Self Employed O Retired O Stay at home parent

15% 29% 2%

O Other:

1%
23. Housing: 0O Own 97% O Rent 2% O Other: 1%
24. Number of adults (over 18) in household: O 1 02 O3 O4 OS5 O 6 or
more 13% 74% 6% 5% <1% 0%
25. Number of children (under 18) in household: O 0 a1 a2 O3 O 4 O 5or
more 68% 9% 8% 4% 1% <1%

O Less than $15,000 0 $15,000 - $24,999 0O $25,000 - $49,999
26. What is your 4% 7% 24%

approximate annual
household income?

O $50,000 - $74,999
23%

O $75,000 - $99,999
15%

O $100,000 or more
14%

27. How long have you
lived in the Town of

Laketown?

O Less than 1 year 2%

O 1to 5years 16%

O 6 to 10 years 13%

O 11 to 15 years 7%

O 16 to 20 years 8%

O 21 to 30 years 13%

O Over 30 years 32%
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69  36.90% 37.91%




TOWN OF LAKETOWN SURVEY

Please have one adult from your household complete the Town of Laketown
community-wide survey and return it by March 14th in the enclosed envelope.

If you would like an additional survey for another adult in your household please visit
www.co.polk.wi.us/landinfo/PlanningCompGrant.asp and scroll down to the Town of Laketown.

All surveys will remain anonymous.
Your participation is very important to the future of your community.

Any questions? Contact Sarah Rollmann, County Planner at 715-485-9225

TOWN OF LAKETOWN MAP
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Town of Laketown Community Survey

1. Do you live in the Town of Laketown most or all of the year? O Yes O No

2. If you consider your property in the Town of Laketown your second residence, do you plan on
making it your primary residence? O Yes O No

3. How satisfied are you with the Town of Laketown as a place to live?
O Very satisfied O Somewhat satisfied O Somewhat dissatisfied O Very dissatisfied

4. Why are you satisfied / dissatisfied with the Town of Laketown as a place to live?

5.1In your opinion, how important were the o Very Not
foIIow_lng reasons for you and/or your family in Important Important Neutral Important
choosing the Town of Laketown as a place to live?

A. Near job O O O O

B. Quality school districts O O O |

C. Close to recreational opportunities O O O O

D. Near family or friends O O O O

E. Availability of land O O O O

F. Rural atmosphere / Natural beauty O O O O

G. Low crime rate O O O O

H. Property tax level O O O O

I. Farming opportunities, incl. hobby farms O O O O

J. Close to Twin Cities O O O O

K. Other O O O O

6. Circle the 3 most important reasons? A B C D E F G H I J K

7. The Town of Laketown had a population of 918 people in the year 2000 and an estimated
population of 968 in January of 2007, which is an increase of 50 people, or 5.5%, over the past 7 years.
In your opinion, what should the pace of development in the Town be over the next 10 years?

O a. Slower O b. About the same O c. Faster

8. Much of the Town of Laketown has a rural /agricultural character today, including natural lakes and
rivers, farmland, outdoor recreational opportunities, and wildlife habitat. How important is it to retain
the Town’s rural/agricultural character in the future?

O Very important O Somewhat important O Neutral O Not important

9. What do you feel is the single biggest issue facing Laketown over the next several years?
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10. The following are statements about future Strongly | Somewhat | Somewhat | Strongly
directions for the Town of Laketown. Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
A. Laketown should be a mostly rural Town. O O O O
B. Laketown should promote more business
development. - - - -
C. Laketown should promote the preservation of
farmland. O O O O
D. Town land use policies should be strengthened to
better guide growth. = = = =
E. Most new development should occur adjacent to
areas which are already developed. = = = =
F. The Town should use standards for buildings and
signs that make non-residential development fit in O O O O
with the rural community character.
G. Land use conflicts between agriculture and
residential development are currently a problem O O O O
in the Town.
11. Which one of the following statements best reflects your opinion on the amount of new housing

development in the Town?

O a. The Town of Laketown should try to promote a

greater amount of new housing development.

O b. The Town of Laketown should try to limit the amount of new housing development.

O c. The Town of Laketown should have no role in deciding how much new housing development occurs.

12. What types of new development are appropriate for the Town of Laketown?

(Check at least one in each column)

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

COMMERCIAL / INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

O a. Single-family homes

O a. Neighborhood shopping & offices (convenience
store, bakery, doctor office)

O b. Duplexes

O b. Restaurants

O c. Mobile homes

O c. Home-based businesses

O d. Senior/retirement housing

O d. Grocery store

O e. Seasonal housing

O e. Recreational and tourism related development
(motel, resort, campground)

O f. Other

O f. Businesses related to farming

O g. Don’t want to see new housing

O g. Mining and quarrying

O h. Other

O i. Don’t want to see new commercial or industrial
development

13. If you raised children in Laketown that are now
graduated high school?

grown, did they leave the Town when they

number that stayed in Laketown

number that left Laketown

14. If you have any children who left, what was the

reason? (Mark up to one for each child)

O a. To attend college

O d. No jobs in the area

O b. For a bigger city

O e. No jobs in their field

O c. Other
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15. How important is the preservation of the
following features for the future of the Very Somewhat | Not Very | Not at all
Important | Important | Important | Important
Town of Laketown.
A. Farmland O O O O
B. Woodlands O O O O
C. Wetlands and Lakes O O O O
D. Scenic Views O O O O
E. Water Quality O O O O
F. Parks and Recreation O O O O
16. Of the above features, which should have the O A OB oc 0D OE OF
highest priority for preservation? (Check one)

17. Where is the primary place of work for all adults in your household? (Mark one for each adult)

O a. Laketown O e. Minnesota

O b. Elsewhere in Polk County O f. At home in a farm business

O c. Cumberland / Rice Lake area O g. At home in a non-farm business
O d. Other WI County (Please specify) O h. At home as a homemaker

18. How many total acres in the Town of Laketown are owned by the members of your household?

O a. None O e. 35 to 80 acres

O b. Less than one acre O f. More than 80 acres
O c. One to five acres O g. Retired

O d. More than 5 acres, but less than 35 acres O h. Other

19. Please share any additional comments you may have.

DEMOGRAPHICS: Please tell us some things about you. (Choose only one answer per question)

20. Gender: O Male ‘ O Female
21. Age: 0O 18-24 | O 25-34 ‘ 0O 35-44 | O 45-54 | O 55-64 ‘ O 65 and older
O Employed full time O Employed part time | O Unemployed
22. Employment status: O Self Employed O Retired O Stay at home parent
O Other:
23. Housing: O Own O Rent O Other:
24. Number of adults (over 18) in household: O 1 02 O3 O4 OS5 O 6 or more
25. Number of children (under 18) in household: O 0 a1 a2 O3 O 4 O 5 or more
26. What is: el O Less than $15,000 0 $15,000 - $24,999 O $25,000 - $49,999
approximate annual
household income? O 550,000 - $74,999 O $75,000 - $99,999 O $100,000 or more
27. How long have you O Less than 1 year O 1to 5 years O 6 to 10 years
lived in the Town of | O 11 to 15 years O 16 to 20 years O 21 to 30 years
Laketown?

O Over 30 years

Thank you for your time!
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WRITTEN RESPONSES: QUESTION 4
Why are you satisfied/dissatisfied with the Town of Laketown as a place to live?

1 Taxes too high!!!
Laketown provides quality town leadership, will good road plan and maintains a low
crime rate. Needs to maintain a minimum Ig lot at 5+ acres always.

N

3 Fix roads blacktop and fill in potholes. Earlier plowing of roads.

4 Very satisfied because of beautiful area. Very dissatisfied because of high taxes!!

5 | think they try to keep costs down.

6 The County ord. against RVs - we can put a junk mobile home here but not our $75,000
5th wheel RV - makes no sense.

7 Change of season, so we have something to talk about. Friendly people - beautiful
countryside - Roads are well taken care of.

8 We are grateful for the efficient fire department and first responders. EMT services are
very prompt. Laketown peace of mind. Polk County Sheriff Department very slow in
responding.

9 Have lived here all my life.

10 For what | have the taxes are too high and | do not like the tax assessor because | do
not feel he is doing a good job.

11 Quiet, safe, beautiful, scenery, wildlife, outdoor sports, good roads, jobs, good
shopping, good people

12 Voting is very difficult - voting in Luck Town much easier. Difficult to know township
officials - even harder to contact.

13 Decent roads, low crime rate

14 Taxes are too high

15 Property tax has more than doubled since we moved here 8 years ago

16 Love Town - love friendly people and township workers are great. Small town atmosphere

17 Taxes too high

18 Rural and not built up.

19 How can land that is over 50% trap rock and 40% large steep hills - un-farmable, trees
can't grow - only prickly ash be precious recreational? Unbelievable high taxes on
worthless land.

20 Quiet, peaceful, beautiful

21 Taxes are too high.

22 High property taxes

23 Good fishing, friendly neighbors, lots of wildlife

24 At the present - | am concerned with the large number of semi-trucks that are using
County Road N as a primary road.

25 Peaceful

26 Lack of policement, standards for property cleanliness no one should be allowed to
trash their lots s their neighbors have to see it or pick up their garbage when the wind
blows it off of their property.

27 God friends we've made here. Fairly quiet, some people push the envelope of the law.
Co.Rd. B could use more law enforcement for speeders.

28 Beautiful rural area, peaceful neighborhood

29 Poor money management on roadways. Lack of ability to apply for Federal funding that
would benefit Town of Laketown.

30 Rural, quiet, nice lake, friendly neighbors

31 Satisfied: Quiet and serene place. Dissatisfied: Live on gravel road, not asphalt and tax
increases too high.

32 | don't live in Laketown.

33 Own vacant land
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34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

43
44
45
46
47

48
49
50
51
52
53

54
55
56
57
58
59

60
61
62

63

64
65
66
67
68
69

70

71
72

73
74
75
76

Good place to live.

We are satisfied due to the quality of rural lifestyle.

Quiet. Friendly people.

That's where we have lived for 60 years.

I do not live there. | just got it to farm because it is level land.

Dirt roads that are not plowed or graded in a timely manner. Taxes are out of sight.

I only currently own land but | could see the lakefront property as a place to retire.
family live close by

| farm and am left alone - | like this. Good neighbors that are very helpful when we meet.
| like that this is rural yet have St CF and Mpls/StP near for shopping.

Rural nature, although property taxes are getting 'out of hand'!!

Generally good roads, maintained well, taxes comparable to other townships.

Just a good place to live.

Own 40 acres - agriculture / Good place to live.

Need to blacktop more roads. Street sign been missing for 4 years. Dirt roads

need repair.

As a positive, it is still rural.

don't live there

Too far from my work and doctors

We plan to build a cabin for recreation. We like the quiet, rural atmosphere.

Good community-minded residents.

We love to be near a small town. It is basically a nice quiet area to live. The only
negative is the main street of Cushing could use a little remodeling.

| like the area, country living, quiet, close to my recreation activities (hunting, fishing).
Nice township

The town does a good job on keeping the roads in good condition.

It's a great place to raise a family and enjoy the outdoors.

Not a lot of people. My taxes are too high.

The assessor won't listen and even actually look at the land (out of his car). Identical
lands are taxed different - he doesn't care - the town board doesn't care!!

Taxes too high ($1800 increase in 1 year)

It is quiet. The roads are well maintained.

It is a wonderful place to live. Don't live there now, but have lived there over 40 years of
my life.

Love the rural community and lakes, but it's sad to see the local businesses close.
Main Street Cushing is becoming a 'ghost town'.

taxes

I have not lived there for 12 years, but lived there for 40 years in the past.

Quiet, peaceful, rural

We've since moved but Laketown twsp is a nice place to live with lots of decent people.
High taxes

Sat: Good neighbors, good road service; Dissat: Road right-of-ways haven't been
cleared in decades.

We like the country style living - green space. Would like to see tougher no trespassing
laws enforced by town of Laketown.

In the winter time my road is always cleared.

It offers slow-paced lifestyle that is close to other Cities that offer the
shopping/entertainment/restaurants.

Nice small, rural community

| am not answering questions 2-5 because we do not live in the Town of Laketown.
Laketown, for its beauty, is the finest place on earth.

Private, clean, location

15



77
78
79

80
81
82
83

84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92

93

94
95
96

97

98
99
100

101
102

103
104
105
106

107
108

109

110

111
112

Not a lot of problems for the most part. A little more economic growth would be nice.
Taxes too high for services rendered.

Like the peace and quiet, short on stores and services, hospital in St Croix Falls is
close. Taxes are very high for services received.

Taxes on a seasonal property hare getting out of control.

Still quiet and beautiful, but taxes are killing us.

Farm area, quiet, peaceful. Taxes too high and keep getting higher.

You ask - how can this be? We love our piece of property; however, taxes are way too
high! The assessor was way off base when he reassessed! Town of Laketown needs to
reassess again and get REAL!!

Beauty, good community, satisfactory services

Land taxes are way too high!!

Nice community without the harassment we've found with other communities.

Friends, quiet, wildlife

Like the rural atmosphere

Quiet, lots of God's creatures around

| can pee in the backyard without someone hollerin, ain't that a dandy.

I love the quiet, privacy and nature.

Property taxes are way too high. We thought they were cheaper than they are - in
general.

Too much taxes for what we own - can't even hunt on my own land unless | buy out of
state license, but everyone else seems to be able to. | like the country atmosphere - no
close neighbors. A place to enjoy the outdoors.

Taxes are kept within reason and the roads are very well maintained.

Rural atmosphere to raise a family.

Small town feel; great people; very happy with the Town of Laketown township
employees. We live on 238th St and they do a fantastic job taking care of our road.
We are only part-time residents and do not feel qualified to answer questions which
pertain mostly to full-time residents.

Lack of cable TV, DSL, from Lakeland Communications.

Family has lived there 40+ years.

Laketown needs more of a police patrol in its rural areas - In 18 years of living in
Laketown | have never seen a patrol car until there is an accident or death due to
accident.

Home area

Because of lack of police force it's too easy for criminal activity. Also, we have one mile
of dirt road. Why??

Little service for a lot of tax

too high taxes

I love the rural setting...we don't have any issues with neighbors or the township.

| don't want to be zoned to death but there are no rules and people can put anything on
their property to live in.

Satisfied, it is a peaceful place to live

Your taxes have gone nuts - no reason for my property taxes to go up over 3000% in
ten (10) years

Taxes are too high for forest/recreational based land - unfairly priced between
neighboring properties - assessor no willing to listen or initiate any help or change. We
need a new assessor!!

I love the beauty and country atmosphere of the area.

Property taxes getting too high.

| own vacant property there but it is nice location to Cities and town and still in the
country. And the country still looks like the country.
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114
115
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117
118
119
120
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122

123
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125

126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135

136
137
138
139
140
141

142
143
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145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153

Quiet, lots of wildlife, close to town of Luck, lots of lakes, taxes affordable!

Rural feel - small - average homes. No inflated incomes.

No services - big taxes.

Polk County has already set the pace we need for growth. We need more people to pay
for the wasteful spending of the Co. | wish | would not have picked Polk County to invest
my life's savings - Polk Co. sucks

I live in Sterling

Friendly neighbors, rural atmosphere, small town living

taxes

Farmland turned into home sites!

Rural, natural, peaceful. | like farms, however, some are right up to lake with livestock,
that results in livestock sewage right into the lake, which smells bad and makes you
not want to swim or fish.

Roads are being cleaned of snow nice and early. However most side roads are rough to
drive on and are unsafe to walk on or ride bike because they aren't wide enough and
traffic is moving too fast.

Very friendly people, beautiful country

Need business - a place to buy basics and a way to make a decent living. Need
blacktop roads. Love the community atmosphere! Quiet.

Increase in taxes over the last 5 years or more has been pretty hard to swallow.
Re-assessments don't seem consistent throughout the township.

There is a very little development.

Rural and quiet - property taxes seem high

Taxes are going up dramatically every year

Satisfied.

We like the rural setting yet close to shopping and healthcare we need.

It's a great community - well kept streets - fair tax rate - rural yet close to metro

My street has good people. The land is beautiful.

High property taxes.

There was a property tax increase of over 80% last year!

We bought our 2 acres 44 years ago cause it was cheap. It was close to work, church,
family and schools at that time.

Some of the restrictions on lakeshore property

Disappointed in how taxes have been raised over the last few years.

Don't live there

Overall its not as good as when we got the place 30 years ago.

Like its "rural" charm. Co not like farmland being subdivided into trailer parks.

| like the community feeling with my neighbors and having the farm land that surrounds
me. Great hunting.

Not a lot of restrictions on what you cannot do yet, but | feel the time is coming.

Tax increases

Satisfied with scenery and closeness to Twin Cities. Very dissatisfied with property
taxes...they are absurd.

People are not supporting their town.

Spring, summer, fall happy

| don't live there

Enjoy being in the country

It's my cabin and was my grandfather's before me. Nice quiet area.

Satisfied - near friends and family; Dissatisfied - high taxes

All rural - good roads

Taxes are too high

I have no complaints so | am satisfied
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159

160
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162
163
164
165
166
167

168
169
170
171
172
173

174
175

176

177
178

179
180
181

182
183

184

185
186

Would like to see the Township take action towards cleaning up the lakes and rivers.
Would like to see more commercial growth. Taxes have increased 6x's in the past few
years, but do not see any improvement.

| like the rural/natural atmosphere. | was displeased that my property was burglarized
and items stolen = unhappy. Burglaries don't seem to be solved in the area.

Example = 3 on our little road.

Good cheddarheads

Dissatisfied with recent hike in property taxes, lake water quality; satisfied with roads,
quiet, etc.

Taxes are high.

We very much enjoy the overall aspect of country living, quietness, beauty, friendliness,
openness, charm and the historical family background attached to this area.

Laidback but up to date, taxes are a little high, roads are well kept

Like rural; dislike so many new houses/rules. Great road plowing!! Dislike snowmaobiles.
Would like more Co. Sheriff patrol presence.

Taxes are too high for a second residence

Not happy with the high property taxes and our road is not even blacktopped.

Quiet, dark, rural landscape, excellent road maintenance and plowing.

Taxes are way too high

Taxes way too high.

1. Because it is a quiet place to live; 2. Beautiful here winter-summer-fall-spring
(sometimes spring is muddy); 3. Love the wildlife and the woods (no stress here).
Great place to retire to (except taxes drain your funds)

Quiet, low traffic

We like living in the Town of Laketown but question why the tax increase/decrease vary
so much for one another. Some way up, some down - how can that be?

Rural area

Taxes - very poor town board

They should give people who buy and move here in existing home by lakes were to vote
and ask questions.

Merle and Richard do a great job of keeping the roads up! Low crime rate in our
township. A good environment to raise a family in.

Lived in Laketown all my life. Like rural life.

Don't like high taxes but Laketown is quiet and a beautiful place we own 2 1/2 acres on
Tabert Lake and love the slower pace and privacy.

Like the proximity to the Twin Cities. Would like a little more commerce in a town
square like setting.

| was born and raised in Laketown and plan on living in Laketown again.

We love living in the country, but the taxes are too high for our old home. We do not
know how long we can live in our home because of taxes.

Good people - roads

It is a wonderful place to live. Please leave it as it is.

Our taxes have skyrocketed and we can't even get our short road blacktopped, but have
been promised years ago via Ivor Jorgenson!

Laketown is quiet. Keep your nose out of peoples' business.

| live at the end of a gravel road that is not very well maintained. Tax increases are
creating hardships for me as well as the people living around me.

Beautiful place, but 3 members of family have been burglarized, one was twice and
nothing was solved. Lake by Atlas has so many weekend drunks it is not fun to go
fishing there - jet ski problem of going too close to fishing boats - drunks on the lake
Rural setting.

We only own land in he Town of Laketown (the cows are summer residents).
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188

189
190
191
192
193
194

195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202

203

4th generation farm and am satisfied with most of the people in the area.

Nice place to live in the country, but close enough to towns for necessities, good
schools, good people, good road care.

Nice area, good services (fire in particular)

Country living with wildlife - quiet - close to Towns if need things

I have lived here all my life.

High taxes

Real Estate taxes too high (dissatisfied). Excellent road maintenance (satisfied).

As a part time resident who does not use at this time any township services (garbage,
schools, etc.) | feel taxes have increased unfairly and | still have a gravel road!! Nothing
seems to improve with my tax money.

The shredding of trees along the road - ugly.

It's a peaceful, quiet and pretty place to live. It feels very safe.

Rural, quiet

A bit too far form Twin Cities for employment.

| would someday like to live in Laketown but fee the taxes (property) are too high.
Quiet, tranquil

Place of business

The house has been for sale for 2 years for 30k less than taxed valuation and there has
not been one offer.

No better place to be in the world.
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WRITTEN RESPONSES: QUESTION 9

What do you feel is the single biggest issues facing Laketown over the next several years?

1
2

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

41
42

Restrictions on what we are able to do with our land

The price of property taxes

1) On buildings on smaller acreage. There should be NO trailers or pre-fab type homes allowed.
Also enforce the clean-up rule for junk autos, etc. unkempt property already on the books in Polk
County. 2) Having to follow and impose bad policy making by unethical and uneducated County
board members.

High taxes!! Polk County Board is going to drive people out of County!

land - taxes and homes have increased to a level that younger couples can hardly buy. And make it.
Control by County and State mainly taxes

Keeping property taxes in check!!

property taxes

Development

High gas prices will limit travel to large cities. High taxes will discourage new development.
Taxes

Lowering the taxes to not cause us to sell and leave.

Inflation - taxes

possible housing

Poor roads/poor road maintenance

growing smartly

Real estate taxes

High taxes

Taxes/Property Values

Property taxes

Property taxes too high and people will have to move. Then contractors will buy land and will be like
big city with too many houses!

Tax money - where is it going to get it? Getting taxed out of our houses.

Trying to keep development down.

Development

Taxes are out of control!! We can't afford to live here!

Growth - don't want more people.

Taxes are too high.

Development of rural properties. Maintaining rural character.

Several neighbors in the area, living in very dumpy buildings, with many funky vehicles in yard. Very
close to wetland area. Can't seem to get cleaned up!!

Do not want tax increase

Fragmentation and increasing pressure on ecological resources such as lakes and streams.
Taxes, too many regulations

Wasting farmland into sub-developments as retiring farmers expect to lot off the property for $.
Taxes - money

Drugs and too fast growth

Taxes

property taxes on the rise

Economy

Careful development

Too high of tax increases on homeowners; not attracting enough businesses; paving gravel roads;
expanding water/sewer

Growing population in surrounding communities.

Affordability of land
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43
44
45
46
47
48

49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61

62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72

73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83

84
85
86
87

Clean lakes

Retaining family farms and keeping it rural.

Real estate taxes

Pressure of people moving in and building homes near farms.

Real estate taxes

Protecting and/or improving the quality of our rural environment, in particular our fresh water and
wells.

Loss of farmland due to development.

Urban encroachment

Do not know.

If taxes don't stabilize we will be forced to leave.

Suburban type developments both commercial and residential - can get that in the Twin Cities!
development

Too high of taxes

Losing agricultural land / converting to parks - forest, not platting it for housing

Controlling property taxes

Pressure of people moving in and building homes near farmers.

Big government, poor fiscal control.

Roads - High taxes on non farm land and homes.

High taxes - getting taxed off our land. High taxes cause people to split their property, therefore
changing the ruralness of the area.

High taxation on vacant, wooded, unwooded, undeveloped land.

Keeping taxes down and also the respect for nature and natural beauty

Able to keep taxes affordable.

Saving Ag lands from residential development.

Rising taxes is a huge concern. Would more development lower taxes - or raise them?

Taxes going up, population growth

taxes

Keeping agricultural and outdoor rec. for future generations.

To keep the taxes under control so we're not forced off our properties.

Taxes are going up in a year more than my income.

With recreational/forest taxes too high - what do you do? Clear cut everything and turn this land
into unused fields. To preserve this land - the taxes have to be lowered! You can't afford to own
anything but open fields for farming.

Taxes!!!!

taxes

taxes

Urban sprawl and business taking over the mom and pop stores/restaurants, etc.

taxes and rural development

keeping out developers

Losing its rural feeling

Keeping dairy farming taxes too high

Keeping us from being taxed off our land!

Loss of rural character (small farms going away) to housing developments

Cluster development building - land/water use; Should remain a slow growth township; Greed!
Making a quick buck will ruin Laketown as we know it.

More people moving in, taking out the farm land, and taxes going up.

Keeping property taxes down.

Keeping taxes from increasing. Having an investment in a 2nd residence is becoming unaffordable.

Taxes increasing
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88 The thought of landowners losing freedom is the only important issue at hand. Let the owners do
as they see fit. Thank you.

89 High taxes

90 Environmental issues - keeping quality even as population grows.

91 To grow at a steady pace. Grow too fast - the community can't support it. Grow too slow - the
people grow up then move.

92 Property taxes need to be cut!! Polk Co. taxes are too high and no indication of any improvements.
Where is the money going?

93 Pressure from growth from Twin Cities. People want lower taxes, more stores, services.

94 Taxes - Maintaining rural culture

95 Keep taxes down so we aren't forced to sell our cabin! We pay more than most year round
residents even though we probably spend 10 weekends a year there. Lakeshore property values
have gone nuts, thereby, causing property taxes on recreational cabins to go nuts! State or County
help on this?

96 Increasing taxes which are already too high.

97 Taxes, taxes, taxes - way too high!

98 Taxes are too high

99 Property taxes

100 Taxes too high for farmers to make it.

101 Being able to welcome some business enterprises without people from the community fighting
every move a potential business makes.

102 Unobstructed watershed

103 NO HOUSING COMMUNITIES!!

104 Lack of community involvement for youth also age issues having come into place. No one wants to
help their neighbors.

105 Too much growth - too fast!

106 Fixing up current homes and stores would bring many opportunities.

107 City people moving to the country and global warming and all the problems that come with such a
thing happening.

108 Residential development conflicting with agriculture on issues with manure application and odor,
pesticide use, and land use.

109 Lotting off of land

110 Property taxes; land prices; keeping existing businesses; attracting new businesses - especially
small businesses.

111 No problems - just lack of technology (cable, DSL) but is not worth overdeveloping to attain!

112 Taxes

113 Tax; Example: Friend's home value $240,000. Tax under $1,900/year. My home value $150,000.
Tax over $2,200/year. What's wrong with this picture?

114 Taxes

115 Taxes too high

116 Police and roads. Our dirt road has a lot of traffic - 4 wheelers - motorcycles and cars doing
wheelies - a lot of those cars don't even have license on them.

117 Preservation of the lakes, forest and natural resources

118 Rising taxes is too high

119 not sure

120 Zoning - not allowing trailers and junk to pile up on property.

121 Property taxes

122 Getting a budget and living within the same as peoples' jobs and wages

123 drug abuse

124 Taxes - not equal - unfair - out of control and eventually will make owning any forest land impossible.

125 Taxes. Valuation went up about 89% recently.
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126
127
128
129

130
131
132
133

134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141

142
143

144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157

158
159
160
161

162

163
164

Taxes

Developers will be buying 40s or 80s and dividing them up with a home on every 5 or 10 acres.
Property taxes

There is going to be increasing pressure on landowners to sell for homes or housing developments -
I'm afraid there will be a home on every 5 acres at sometime in the future.

Water quality, rural atmosphere

Increasing property taxes

Keeping the "wealthy" element out.

Taxes - way out of line. We need more people pay for the out of line spending of Polk County. |
wish | would have invested my money somewhere else. | have everything for sale - Polk County
sucks

Taxes

The need to slow down development and the pressure to sell and divide farmland.

Taxes

Taxes

Taxes

Land developers, cell phone towers, taxes

High taxes

Increase in crime rate with more population. More unsafe conditions as far as drugs for young kids
moving our way!

taxes - too high

Over development; people coming in with their ‘city' rules and regulations, spending gov $ for a
choice few.

Increasing taxes are keeping people from moving here and having others looking at moving away.
Keeping land from being developed.

too much development

Big project development

High taxes!

Taxes

Building standards as far as any development

The natural beauty would decrease.

Influx of housing - urban sprawl

Keeping taxes down!

Farmers selling land tracts to contractors or housing corporations

Over-expansion, grossly high property taxes

Out of control development of farm land into "hobby farms".

If our property taxes keep increasing every year and we do nothing to warrant it, we won't be living
there anymore. Those guys in Balsam Lake are out of their minds raising taxes so high. We like
living in our home.We built it with our own hands, but soon we won't be able to afford it. Guess we'll
have to move or go live with those guys in Balsam Lake!!

Loss of land for recreational opportunities.

Too much rapid growth

Taxes to high now.

Property taxes - | foresee pop. decreasing and people leaving; even if they give their property to the
township/county.

The roads, our taxes go up when the place has deteriorated, but the value is 1/2 what it was 18
years ago. The drugs everywhere. The Trade River has dried up, ho swamps for herons, geese, etc.
because no swamps along 200th St; because township shot our beavers and destroyed their
homes on Ivers Mt Rd and below. Driving all our wildlife out except for dumb deer.

Urban sprawl! from mpls!!

Land being taxed at higher rates until no one can afford to live here and have empty land.
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165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183

184
185
186
187
188
189
190

191
192
193
194
195
196

197

198
199
200
201
202
203

204
205
206
207
208
209
210

upkeep of roads and highways

Property taxes, people taxed out of their homes.

Increased real estate taxes causing people to leave

property taxes are outrageous. May force me to sell off portions of my property or my entire property.
The town dying

sewer waste

Farms ruining the lakes (too may chemicals) see Long Trade Lake and beyond. And taxes!
High taxes

Subdivisions on farmland - ticky-tacky houses going up everywhere

Increased demands on finances due to county and school tax causing increased property tax.
Too many rules and regulations

Keep taxes low so you can afford to live

Lake pollution

Cleaning up the lakes and rivers, commercial growth

City water for town of Cushing.

Appreciate land use and control development.

Meth

Water quality of lakes

Property taxes are too much. There seems to be no control every year - school tax increases are
double digit!

Proper growth

Melding newcomers' wants and needs with the farmers' wants and needs.

Continuing the excellent job of providing wonderful roads and road maintenance.

Taxes and rural development

Too many new homes on good farm land

Taxes

Rising property taxes which make it difficult to continue to own larger parcels of property. Could lead
to sale and break-down of larger parcels creating subdivisions.

Quality of lakes

Uncontrolled/unzoned development

taxes

Not being taxed out of our home and not being over regulated regarding the use of our land.
taxes

Farms are dwindling (that's sad) we need the farmers!! They are the heart of the community. Love
driving along the roads, seeing crops growing and cattle grazing, beautiful sight.

More development is likely, but we have inadequate retail/food and especially poor
telecommunications!

Keeping taxes at a level that does not force people out of their homes.

Property taxes

Taxes

Rising cost of road maintenance with employee wages.

Development of farmland!

Developers moving in and Polk County taking control w/permits and regulations and things that
should be up to Township government.

Increased growth in population. Increased taxes.

Taxes

Developing a strong character/identity.

Tax increases

Keeping the township "rural" setting

Out of control taxation.

Decreasing farmland
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211 Please refer to attachment A (taxes and growth)

212 1. Controlling property taxes; 2. Getting DNR to maintain boa landings and restock fish.

213 Developer building condominiums using Wisconsin law over-crowding on lakes. We do not need that
kind of housing.

214 Agricultural run-off. Road maintenance.

215 Retention of local families and farms. Crime rate - unless we were just unlucky to be burglarized
and so were our family so many times.

216 Too many housing subdivisions.

217 RE taxes

218 Houses being built in the middle of a field and mud ducks buying land to hunt on.

219 Being able to keep the family farm operating with the higher input costs and property taxes affordable.

220 Developing farm lands. Commodity prices should hold their value, food production on a smaller
scale is a good thing for Laketown and its residents.

221 Infrastructure maintenance.

222 Making it uninviting for people (like myself) who want to make this area our primary residence and
raise our family.

223 water level

224 Taxes - | won't be able to pay so | will have to move to a cheaper place to live.

225 Run down homes in town, rumors of drugs prevalent, | know some to be true. Unsure of safety at
moment. Only here 1 year.

226 Loss of farmland. Acreage is being lotted off in too small of lots for farming.

227 Too much development. Taxes becoming too high.

228 Encroachment of development of farmland.

229 Too high taxes

230 People continuing to stay owners due to the increase in taxes with no improvements to their
immediate surroundings i.e. better roads (tar mine - it's been gravel since | bought my land in 1987).
We have many permanent residents living on my road - | would like to see me get something in the
way of an improvement for the taxes you take.

231 Road condition

232 Higher taxes - with older generation tax base

233 State government and county government forcing state wide laws on rural communities.

234 Uncontrolled development

235 Too much random growth with new houses popping up everywhere.

236 High taxes forcing farmers to sell land to developers.

237 property taxes

238 Over-development of lakeshore properties. Minimal tax resource base.

239 Rising property taxes

240 Losing rural land to development

241 Development

242 roads

243 Housing development

244 Taxing property at a value closer to what the market will bring.

245 Property taxes
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WRITTEN RESPONSES: QUESTION 19

Please share any additional comments you may have.

1

2
3

I

0

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

On building of single family homes - minimum of 5+ acres. Note: Farm land could be used if found
to be low quality land. Should always maintain current parks, other areas for public use.

Line 15. Hard to pick just one. | think they are all very-very important

| came home to live because the place cost $16,000 and the tax is $200, approx 1.25%, now the
tax is $2,200. | worked hard to fix it up. | spent about $40,000 Total $56,000, but it is now at 3.93%.
Justified by saying it is worth $200,000.

Don't live in Laketown - born there. Farmed there -

| work in Grantsburg

We own approx. 22 acres in your township. Real estate taxes increased over 70%. What's up with
that??

Town employees should not be allowed to use town equipment for their personal use.

Great place to live! But need to get property taxes down!

If people want to live in a city, there is one within an hour away. Don't make our small town
community a city!

Spend this stupid survey money on lowering property taxes. Find an assessor who will listen and
actually look at the land!!

Laketown should remain the way it is. People are here because it is how it is. We don't need more
people here.

| believe the landowner has the right to decide what they want to do with the land they purchased
and pay taxes on.

Keep it country, rural - not city.

Ask County to help to control the speeders on N in Cushing going east out of town.

We enjoy the quality of life in a rural environment prioritizing wildlife habitat, quiet atmosphere and
clean air and water.

To township officers and crew: Keep up the good work!

Property taxes need to be controlled.

Retired farmers/landowners should not be taxed out of owning property because they are unable to
run cattle or plant crops anymore, it should be their choice to keep or sell.

The rolling hills, lakes, ponds, rivers make Laketown an obvious recreation, natural beauty place. It
would seem best to promote this kind of use.

I would not like to see rows of houses (like a housing development). Growth is bound to occur, but
we should keep the rural atmosphere.

One of the reasons we chose Cushing was the area we would own vacation property was low taxes.
As these have tripled in the last seven years it is our hope the rural beauty of the area will be
preserved and not over developed.

Concerns over water aquifers - shallow water wells; possible pollution problem/over use; Housing
development means sewer and water problems will follow.

Control taxes. Get taxes from new homeowners and business/corporations encouraged to open up
in Laketown rather than raising taxes.

Caution: too much government can make a town undesirable. Please be easy on zoning laws.

| am concerned about from fertilizers going into lakes/streams; individuals on lakes disregard DNR
policies designed to preserve habitat and related issues. Once lost, we cannot replace what
Laketown has - lots of wildlife, quiet and beauty.

Property taxes are a big concern when | retire.

St Croix Falls is expanding rapidly and is so close that it is almost impossible to successfully
compete with them (Wal-Mart, Menards, Movies, Etc) except in niche areas.

Too much bureaucracy will spoil the town's ambiance. Let people do reasonable things that won't
hurt environment or people.
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30
31
32
33
34
35
36

37
38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56
57

My hope is for taxes to stay affordable for retired folks so they can keep their land - therefore not

to have to lot it off and sell their land.

The less government we have the better people live. Don't need anymore govt offices telling us how
to live our lives!

Plowing on N in winter, sooner, would be great! Town cleanup - as a suggestion. There are so many
homes with junk in their year. More police to help with speeding on back roads.

Could not live in Laketown because of my employment but would like to retire to Laketown if |
become financially able to.

Some homes in the Cushing area (main street) have yards that are very offensive to people driving
into town = these homes should be "forced" to "clean-up".

If you want this township to grow - we need police protection. Then people will come here to build.
Our taxes are way too high

| think trailers should be limited by age. You shouldn't be able to drag anything onto your land. |
don't like looking out my window at a dump.

Be fair to all - Have list of people to contact - fire - permits - complaints

We need more people to help pay the taxes. There is no way to keep up when taxes go from
$150.00 to $450.00 a year for 5 acres of land.

Limit new housing to 10 acre executive home lots.

The biggest problem | face - the culvert system that drains a large part of the township which dumps
onto my land and floods it every spring and the culvert under my property, which dumps drainage
directly into Herby Lake, and muddies the water.

Need business not more people. Need blacktop roads.

| feel everyone should have the opportunity to market their businesses as they want, as long as it is
not harmful to anyone else. We do need tourism to grow, but regulated as not to hurt the rural setting.
For #15 it is hard to choose one - everything is so inter-connected. | could easily choose them all as
highest priority.

We will have to sell or walk away from our home soon, so it doesn't matter what you do with
Laketown.

Why are the brush cutter tractors out in the winter? Unnecessary all the wild choke cherry and

other wild fruit trees, roses cowslips and others have been destroyed.

The increase in property taxes was outrageous! We shouldn't be penalized for the government's
snoozing all there years - the taxes could have been increased gradually over the next several years
instead of one lump increase.

Currently my home is a 2nd home, but may some day make it primary.

Property taxes are too high on land that has been redefined as recreational. I'm paying $1,400 on a
40 acre parcel of woods and low land! That's way there's so much parcels for sale around here.
"Garfield" would say, "Don’t change a thing". We agree with Garfield. We are very proud to live and
support all of Laketown.

We own 20 acres adjoining my parents' land and do not plan to live there.

The township should take an active role in promoting i.e. common architectural themes, retail
design, signage. And little or no role in prescribing, prohibiting and regulating. Best of luck in
resisting the urge to add layers of policy and procedure!!

I'm curious how some people's taxes in Laketown have sky rocketed $1,800 up, and others had
their taxes go down. | realize things are not cheap, but shouldn't everyone in the township be
paying for the rising costs?

Country living is great. And having great neighbors.

Laketown wants to keep control of township not loose it to Polk County. Somehow get the junk car
eye sores in Cushing and 2/24/240th st and 265th Ave cleaned up by some regulations.

We work in MN but will be retiring here and love the privacy and yard to garden

Luck and Frederic schools should merge to improve the quality of education for our young people.
Let us keep it the way it is. Do we want to be like the Town of St Croix Falls?
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59
60
61
62
63
64
65

66
67

Keep it rural. No large shopping centers or housing developments that take away the rural feel of the
area.

Don't build anything stupid or change roads - they're fine.

Property taxes too high now.

Am concerned about the burglaries of residences in Laketown for personal property and metals.
There is no follow-up.

Get some new blood on the Township Board - make taxation of permanent and seasonal owners fair-
show me something as an improvement for my tax dollars.

| think some regulation is needed to control awkward development and protect the rural nature of
this area.

Much of this reeks government control (smart growth). | do not want the area to grow too much, but
the government should not over-regulate us to preserve one aspect or another (question 15).

Should | ever build a house | wouldn't be able to afford it due to high taxes.

Let us keep on farming.

Please find a way to tax closer to actual value of property or switch to using sales tax, which

affects all equally.
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WRITTEN RESPONSES: OTHER

5k: In your opinion, how important were the following reasons for your and/or you family
in choosing the Town of Laketown as a place to live? - K. Other

1

abrhwnN

Lived here all my life.

family farm

Relatively undeveloped

family farm - 1870

Taxes - my taxes on all Laketown props went up between 94 to 326%. My income
stayed the same.

close community - good neighbors
medical

family tradition

Lakes and ideal house

Privacy

no government involvement

born and raised here

12Hf: What types of new housing development are appropriate for the Town of Laketown?
f. Other

A WNP

5

Appropriate placement of any house

Minimum 10 acre lots

up to land owners

People should have the right to chose the housing they want.
gas station

12Ch: What types of new commercial/industrial development are appropriate for the Town of

Laketown? - h. Other

O~NO O WNPE

manufacturing

depends on how things are presented

no strip mall development

market for tourism/shops, food, culture, history
People should chose their own business op.
technology business

gas station with diesel

gas station

14C: If you have any children who left, what was the reason? - c. Other

O~NOOT A WNPE

L )
O WNREO

taxes too high to live here

joined the military

closer to work

married - moved away

no mountains

marriage

different township

wages

ex wife

Married someone outside of Laketown.

married

Bought house out of Laketown

Bought home and moved to Luck, bought home at Balsam Lake township
availability of apartments

still live in area, just outside Laketown boundaries
married people from other areas.
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17d: Where is the primary place of work for all adults in your household? D. Other WI
County (Please Specify)

1 Burnett

2 Burnett

3 Burnett

4 Burnett

5 Burnett

6 Burnett

7 Burnett

8 St. Croix

9 Burnett

10 St. Croix

11 Burnett

12 semi owner

13 Pierce

14 Iron Cty - Hurley

15  Washburn (Shell Lake)

16 Racine

17  Waukesha

18 Nebraska

19 Vernon

20 Burnett

21  Vernon/Town of Visoqua

22 Burnett

23 Burnett & Wood

24 Eau Claire

25 Burnett

26 MN, IA NE, SD, ND

Other: question numbers indicated below

1 farm land only, no dwelling

2 Take the TAX problem as serious as this survey!! Thank you for your time.

3 12Cd) Improved Atlas Store - give them a tax break, or allow them, or future owners, incentive for
improvement.

4 11c) crossed out 'no role' and wrote ‘a minor role'

5 I've owned property in Laketown since 1996. Plan to retire there within 5 years.

6 Own commercial business in Laketown.

7 Fix the tax problem - then worry about this survey!!

8 Do not live in Laketown, but do live in Polk County.

9 15) This (woodlands, wetlands and lakes, scenic views) is impossible to preserve when this type of
land is taxed so high. We need a break to keep this land.

10  After filling out this important survey - will you look into the high tax problem? Probably not!! But
thanks for your time!

11 15A) There are farmlands not farmed now. Maybe we should think of what we want when we build
25 million dollar public buildings.

12 Polk Co. needs more people - farmland does not pay the taxes. We are all being taxed out of our
homes. We can not leave our lands undeveloped. Can't pay the taxes.

13 2) If robberies go down

14 We live in the Town of Luck.

15 Quality of education is very important to me because | would have 3 children who would need their
education supplied by your area.

16  Would like to move and make this primary residence in next 3 years.

17 12a) 10 acre minimum
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