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POLK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Minutes from Tuesday, January 21, 2014  

Polk County Government Center – County Board Room 

Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

 

Chairman Johnson called the regular January 21, 2014 meeting of the Polk County 

Board of Supervisors to order at 6:00 PM. 

   

Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of receiving evidence 

of proper notice.  The County Clerk stated that the notice of meeting was properly 

posted in three public buildings, published in a legal newspaper in accordance with 

Wisconsin Statute Section 985.02 and posted on the county website the week of 

January 13, 2014.  In addition, the Office of County Clerk distributed on January 9, 

2014, copies of such notice of meeting and proposed resolutions to supervisors in 

accordance with Article 3, Section 2 of the County Board Rules of Order.  The 

County Board received the verbal opinion of Corporation Counsel that the advance 

written meeting notice, posted and published as described by the clerk satisfied the 

applicable provisions of Wisconsin Open Meetings Law and the applicable 

procedural provisions of the Polk County Board Rules of Order.  

 

Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of taking roll call.  

Roll call was taken with 21 members present.  Supervisor O’Connell was absent at 

the time of roll call, but joined the meeting immediately following.  Supervisor 

Cockroft was excused from the meeting.   22 members present.   

Chairman Johnson led the pledge of Allegiance. 

The time of reflection was offered by Supr. Luke.   

 

Chairman Johnson called for a motion to approve the consent agenda as 

published.    Motion (Brown/Jepsen) to approve the consent agenda.  Motion 

carried by unanimous voice vote.  

 

Time was given for public comment. 

Time was given for committee questions and answers by the board members. 

 

Chairman Johnson presented the Chairman’s Report. 
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Chairman Johnson recognized Administrator Frey for purposes of receiving the 

monthly Administrator’s report.   

 

Chairman Johnson called for a motion to confirm the Administrators 

appointments of Jobie Bainbridge and Anthony Weinzirl to the Local 

Emergency Planning Committee.  Motion (Masters/Stroebel) to confirm the 

appointments.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No.  01-14, Resolution to 

Authorize Acquisition and Funding of Certain Forestlands within County.  

Motion (Jepsen/Caspersen) to approve Resolution 01-14.  Polk County 

Forester, Jeremy Koslowski, addressed the board regarding the resolution.  

Supr. Brown presented the County Clerk with a petition against the buying of 

more land in Lorain Township, containing the signatures of 51 Town of 

Lorain residents.   

 

Chairman Johnson called for a 10 minute break.  Chairman Johnson called the 

Board back to order and the Board reconvened in open session at 7:20 p.m.  

Chairman Johnson recognized Corporation Counsel Fuge for purposes of receiving 

a verbal legal opinion on the requisite vote for adoption of Resolution No. 01-14.  

Corporation Counsel provided the legal opinion that the resolution required two 

thirds vote of the entire membership on the rationale that the resolution constituted 

a budgetary amendment pursuant to Wisconsin Statute Section 65.90(5)(a). 

 

Motion (O’Connell/D. Johansen) to refer Resolution 01-14 to the finance 

committee for review.  Chairman Johnson called for a voice vote.  Motion to 

refer Resolution 01-14 to the finance committee, failed by voice vote.   

 

Motion (Masters/Hartung) to suspend the rules of order to allow for a vote on 

approval of Resolution 01-14.  Motion to suspend the rules, carried by voice 

vote.   

 

Chairman Johnson called for a vote on Resolution 01-14.  Chairman Johnson 

clarified that Resolution No. 01-14 required two-thirds affirmative vote of all 

supervisors consistent with Section 65.90(5)(a).  A ballot vote was requested.  

Motion to approve Resolution 01-14 failed by a ballot vote of 4 yes/19 no.  



 

 

January 21, 2014 
 
 
 
                                                                                     Page 3 
  

Voting yes: Suprs. Kienholz, Jepsen, H. Johansen and Caspersen.  Voting no: 

Suprs. O’Connell, W. Johnson, Bergstrom, Stroebel, Hartung, Luke, Engel, 

Magnafici, Edgell, Masters, Scoglio, Moriak, Nelson, Demulling, Arcand, D. 

Johansen, Schmidt, Brown and Cockroft. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 02-14, Resolution to 

Outlaw the Use of Drones.  Motion (Masters/Hartung) to approve Resolution 

02-14. Supr. Scoglio addressed the resolution.  Chairman called for a roll call 

vote as requested.  Motion to approve Resolution 02-14 failed by a roll call vote 

of 9 yes/13 no.  Voting yes: Suprs. Brown, Kienholz, Edgell, Masters, Scoglio, 

Magnafici, Hartung, O’Connell and Bergstrom.  Voting no: Suprs. D. Johansen, 

Schmidt, H. Johansen, Caspersen, Engel, Moriak, Luke, Nelson, Stroebel, Jepsen, 

Demulling, Arcand and Johnson.  

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 03-14, Resolution 

Declaring English as the Official Language of Polk County.  Motion 

(Masters/Magnafici) to approve said resolution.  Supr. Scoglio addressed the 

resolution.  Chairman called for a vote on Resolution 03-14.  A ballot vote on 

the motion was requested.  Motion to approve Resolution No. 03-14 carried by 

a ballot vote of 13 yes/9 no.  Resolution adopted.  Voting yes: Suprs. Masters, 

Engel, Scoglio, Edgell, Moriak, Nelson, Magnafici, Schmidt, Hartung, O’Connell, 

Brown, Demulling and Bergstrom.  Voting no: Suprs. Arcand, Jepsen, D. 

Johansen, Stroebel, H. Johansen, Johnson, Luke, Caspersen and Kienholz. 

 

Supervisors Reports were given.   

   

Motion (Masters/Jepsen) to adjourn.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Chairman Johnson declared meeting adjourned 8:27p.m. 
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