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POLK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Minutes from Tuesday, October 15, 2013 

Polk County Government Center – County Board Room 
Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

 
Chairman Johnson called the regular October 15, 2013 meeting of the Polk County Board of 
Supervisors to order at 6:00 PM. 
   
Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of receiving evidence of proper 
notice.  The County Clerk stated that the notice of meeting was properly posted in three public 
buildings, published in a legal newspaper in accordance with Wisconsin Statute Section 985.02 
and posted on the county website the week of October 7, 2013.  In addition, the Office of County 
Clerk distributed on October 4, 2013 copies of such notice of meeting and proposed resolutions 
to supervisors in accordance with Article 3, Section 2 of the County Board Rules of Order.  
Chairman Johnson recognized Corporation Counsel, Jeffrey Fuge, for purposes of receiving legal 
opinion with respect to sufficiency of notice.  The County Board received the verbal opinion of 
Corporation Counsel that the advance written notice posted and published as described by the 
clerk satisfied the applicable provisions of Wisconsin Open Meetings Law and the applicable 
procedural provisions of the Polk County Board Rules of Order.  
Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of taking roll call.  Roll call was 
taken with 23 members present.  The seat of Supervisory District 21 was occupied by temporary 
successor, Joseph Demulling.    
Chairman Johnson led the pledge of Allegiance. 
The time of reflection was offered by Supr. Masters.   
Motion (Brown/Masters) to suspend the rules and alter the agenda order by moving public 
comment to before Item No. 6, the confirmation of appointment.  Chairman Johnson called 
for a voice vote on the motion.  Motion to suspend the rules, carried by voice vote. 
 
Time was given for public comment. 
 
Chairman Johnson called for a motion to confirm the appointment of Joseph Demulling to 
fill the District 21 vacancy.  Motion (H. Johansen/Kienholz) to confirm.  A ballot vote was 
requested.  Corporation Counsel Fuge provided clarification that the law required 
temporary successor to District 21, Joseph Demulling, to abstain from voting on the motion 
to confirm.  Motion to confirm the appointment of Joseph Demulling to fill the District 21 
vacancy, carried by a ballot vote of 12 yes/10 no.  Voting Yes: Supr. Wm. Johnson, Luke, 
Moriak, O’Connell, Jepsen, Cockroft, Arcand, Nelson, Caspersen, Kienholz, H. Johansen, and D. 
Johansen.  Voting No: Supr. Magnafici, Hartung, Bergstrom, Scoglio, Stroebel, Masters, Engel, 
Schmidt, Edgell and Brown. 
Chairman Johnson recognized Honorable Jeffery L. Anderson, Polk County Circuit Court Judge 
to administer the oath of office to Mr. Demulling.  
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Chairman Johnson called for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda noting the 
modification to the agenda order of business.  Motion (Jepsen/Masters) to approve the 
Consent Agenda with the modification to the order.  Motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote.   Approval of the Consent agenda included Resolution No. 36-13, Resolution to 
Approve Zoning Ordinance Amendment for the Town of St. Croix Falls.  Resolution 
adopted.    
 
 
Time was given for committee questions and answers by the board members. 
Chairman Johnson presented the Chairman’s Report. 
Chairman Johnson recognized Administrator Frey for purposes of receiving the monthly 
Administrator’s report along with a draft Resolution to Authorize and to Approve the 2014 
Operating and Capital Budget and the September 2013 Quarterly Financial Report.  
Administrator Frey also presented the plaque awarded to the Polk County Department of 
Administration for Distinguished Budget Presentation. 
 
Chairman Johnson called for a 15 minute recess. 
Chairman Johnson called the Board back in session at7:15 p.m.  Chairman Johnson declared 
Supervisors Cockroft and Masters excused for the remaining portion of the meeting. 
 
Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 35-13, Resolution in Support of 
Clean Energy Choice for Wisconsin Service, 2013-2018.  Motion (Luke/Jepsen) to approve 
said resolution.  Supr. Engel addressed the resolution.  Chairman called for a voice vote on 
the motion to approve Resolution No. 35-13.   Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  
Resolution adopted. 
 
Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No.  37-13, Resolution to Grant Gas 
Distribution and Regulator Easement to Wisconsin Gas, LLC (We Energies) to Serve the 
Polk County Fairground 4-H Building.  Motion (Jepsen/H. Johansen) to approve said 
resolution.  Chairman called for a voice vote on the motion to approve Resolution No. 37-13   
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution adopted. 
 
Chairman Johnson called for a motion to postpone action on Resolution No. 38-13, 
consistent with S. 59.10(3)(f) until the November 12, 2013 County Board Annual Meeting.  
Motion (Brown/Bergstrom) to postpone to said Annual Meeting, Resolution No. 38-13  
Resolution to Fix Compensation of County Board Supervisors and Citizen Members, 
Commencing April 2014 Term.  Chairman Johnson called for a voice vote on said motion.  
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No.  39-13, Resolution to Release 2013 
Budgeted Compensation Adjustment.  Motion (Schmidt/Brown) to approve said resolution.  
Administrator Frey addressed said resolution.  Motion (Hartung/Nelson) to amend Resolution 
No. 39-13 as follows: 
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Page 2, line 6, strike “to implement a general compensation increase” and insert “to 
implement a compensation increase or bonus”.  Chairman Johnson called for a voice vote 
on the Motion to amend Resolution No. 39-13.  Motion to amend, carried by unanimous 
voice vote.  Motion (Stroebel/Luke) to further amend Resolution No. 39-13 as follows: Page 
2, line 7, insert $190,000.00 in the blank.  Chairman Johnson called for a voice vote on the 
amendment.  Motion to amend Resolution No. 39-13 carried by unanimous voice vote.  
Chairman Johnson called for a voice vote to approve Resolution No. 39-13 as amended.  
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution adopted. 
 
Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 40-13, Resolution to Hold a Public 
Hearing on the 2014 Budget Proposal of Polk County.  Motion (Engel/Stroebel) to approve 
said resolution.  Administrator Frey and the Hon. Judge Anderson addressed the resolution.  
Motion (Bergstrom/Jepsen) to amend the proposed budget for publication for 2014 as 
incorporated in Resolution No. 40-13, with specific respect to the departmental budget of 
the Circuit Court, as follows:  
 
Under Revenues, General Property Tax. Strike “484,139” and insert “510,586”. 
Under Expenditures, Professional Services, strike “174,923” and insert “214,923”. 
Under Expenditures, Supplies and Expenses, strike “29,700” and insert “34,616”. 
Delete page 6, “03 101 FAMILY COURT COMMISSIONER” 
 
Chairman Johnson called for a voice vote on the Motion to amend Resolution No. 40-13.  
Motion to amend, carried by unanimous voice vote.  Chairman Johnson called for a voice 
vote on the Motion to approve Resolution No. 40-13 as amended.  Motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote.  Resolution adopted. 
 
Chairman Johnson called to the floor Resolution No. 41-13 Resolution to Authorize 
Settlement on Legal Action (CES Irrevocable Trust v. Polk County; Polk County Case No. 
2013 CV 425).  Motion (D. Johansen/Jepsen) to approve said resolution. Polk County 
Treasurer, Amanda Nissen addressed the resolution.  Motion (Stroebel/Moriak) to go into 
closed session pursuant to S.19.85(1)(g), for the purpose of receiving legal opinion from 
Corporation Counsel concerning strategy to be adopted with respect to the pending case of 
Polk County Case No.2013 CV 425.  Chairman Johnson called for a roll call vote on said 
motion.  Chairman Johnson declared motion adopted by roll call vote of 16 yes/5 no. 
Chairman Johnson recognized the presence of certain county staff in closed session:  County 
Clerk Wondra; County Administrator Frey; County Treasurer Nissen; and Corporation Counsel 
Fuge. 
 
County Board in Closed Session. 
 
County Board returned to Open Session. 
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Chairman Johnson called for a voice vote on Resolution No. 41-13.  Chairman Johnson 
declared Motion to approve Resolution No. 41-13 carried by voice vote.  Resolution adopted. 
 
Supervisors Reports were given.   
   
Motion (D. Johansen/Scoglio) to adjourn.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  
Chairman Johnson declared meeting adjourned 8:20p.m. 
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