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 POLK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Minutes from Tuesday, October 16, 2015 

Polk County Government Center – County Board Room 

Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

 

Chairman Johnson called the regular October 16, 2015 meeting of the Polk County Board of 

Supervisors to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Chairman Johnson recognized Executive Assistant Tammy Peterson, designee of the County 

Clerk, for purposes of receiving evidence of proper notice.  The Executive Assistant stated that 

the notice of meeting was properly posted in three public buildings, published in a legal 

newspaper in accordance with Wisconsin Statute Section 985.02 and posted on the county 

website the week of October 12, 2015.  In addition, the Office of the County Clerk distributed on 

October 9, 2015 copies of such notice of meeting and proposed resolutions to supervisors in 

accordance with Article 3, section 2 of the County Board Rules of Order.   

 

The County Board received the verbal opinion of Corporation Counsel that the initial advance 

written meeting notice, posted and published, as described by Assistant Peterson satisfied the 

applicable provisions of Wisconsin Open Meetings Law.  Corporation counsel informed the 

Board that it would be necessary to suspend the County Board rules of Order by two-thirds vote 

to adopt the agenda conforming to the meeting notice, posted and distributed less than ten days 

of the meeting on October 9, 2015.   

 

Chairman Johnson recognized Assistant Peterson for purposes of taking roll call.  Roll call was 

taken with all 15 members present.   

 

Chairman Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

A moment of silence was held during Time of Reflection as offered by Supervisor Jepsen, to 

honor the memory of Kathy Johansen, wife of Supervisor Dean Johansen and former Land and 

Water Director Jeff Timmons.  

 

Chairman Johnson called for a motion to approve all points identified in the Consent Agenda, 

including suspension of Rules of Order.  Motion (Sample/Bonneprise) to approve the Consent 

Agenda.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.  

 

Time was given for public comment.  

 

Time was given for Receipt and Discussion of Committee Reports. 

 

Chairman’s Report was received as presented by Chairman Johnson. 

  

Administrator’s Report was received by Administrator Frey.   

 

Resolutions and Ordinances: 
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Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 38-15, Honoring the Life and Public 

Service of David Earl Paulson.  Motion (Luke/Schmidt) to approve Resolution No. 38-15.  

Chairman Johnson addressed the resolution.  Motion to approve Resolution No. 38-15, carried 

by unanimous voice vote. Resolution Adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 39-15, Resolution to Ratify Labor 

Agreement with Wisconsin Professional Police Association – Field Services Association Local 

201 for Period Beginning January 1, 2016. Motion (Jepsen/Arcand) to approve Resolution 

No. 39-15.  Administrator Frey, addressed the resolution. Motion to approve Resolution No. 

39-15, carried by unanimous voice vote.   Resolution Adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 40-15, Resolution to Write Off Certain 

Uncollectible Accounts of the Golden Age Manor Nursing Home.  Motion (Sample/Nelson) to 

approve Resolution No. 40-15. Corporation Counsel Jeff Fuge, addressed the resolution Motion 

to approve Resolution No. 40-15 carried, by unanimous voice vote. Resolution Adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 41-15, Resolution Concerning Sunset and 

Reauthorization of Ad Hoc and Special Committees.   Motion (Schmidt/Hallberg) to approve 

Resolution 41-15.  Supervisor Sample addressed the resolution.  Motion to approve Resolution 

41-15 carried, by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution Adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 42-15, Resolution to Re-Affirm the 

Establishment of the Renewable Energy Committee as a Special Committee.  Motion 

(Luke/Caspersen) to approve Resolution No. 42-15.  Supervisor Sample addressed the 

resolution.  A roll call vote was requested.  Motion to approve Resolution No. 42-15 failed by 

roll call vote 7 yes/8 no.  Voting to approve were Supervisors:  Moriak, Caspersen, Jepsen, Luke, 

Nelson, Demulling and Johnson. Voting no were Supervisors:  Schmidt, Johansen, Hallberg, 

Sample, Edgell, O’Connell, Arcand and Bonneprise.   

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No.43-15, Resolution Authorizing Transfer of 

Funds Pursuant to Section 65.90, Wisconsin Statutes.  Motion (Jepsen/Schmidt) to approve 

Resolution No. 43-15.  Administrator Frey addressed the resolution.  Motion to approve 

Resolution No. 43-15 carried by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution Adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 44-15, Resolution Providing for the 

Redemption of a Portion of the Outstanding Debt of the County.  Motion (Jepsen/Bonneprise) 

to approve Resolution No. 44-15.  Administrator Frey addressed the resolution.  Motion to 

approve Resolution No. 44-15 carried by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution Adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 45-15, Resolution to Hold a Public 

Hearing on the 2016 Budget Proposal of Polk County.  Motion (Bonneprise/Sample) to 

approve Resolution No. 45-15.  Administrator Frey addressed the resolution. 
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Administrator Frey presented the recommendations for revising the proposed 2016 Budget as 

advanced through county board standing committee.  Administrator Frey presented nine (9) 

proposed amendments as developed in the county board standing committee. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor amendments to the proposed 2016 budget for purposes of 

publication of notice of public hearing. 

 

Motion (Jepsen/Schmidt) to amend the proposed budget for 2016 as incorporated in 

Resolution No. 45-15, Concerning additional County Levy Appropriations to the Veterans 

Services Department for Transportation in the sum of $8,500 as follows: 

Amendment #1: 

On page 55 of the 2016 Budget Recommendation, under Revenue, General Property Tax, 

strike “150,794” and insert “159,294”, and under expense Grants, Contribution, Indem 

strike “16,900” and insert “25,400”. 

Motion to Adopt Amendment #1 carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Motion (Moriak/Johansen) to amend the proposed budget for 2016 as incorporated in 

Resolution No. 45-15, Concerning additional County Levy appropriations to the Land 

Information Department in the sum of $15,100 as follows: 

Amendment #2: 

On page 32 of the 2016 Budget Recommendation, under Revenue, General Property Tax, 

strike “365,546” and insert “380,646”, and under Revenue License & Fees strike “246,849” 

and insert “231,749”. 
Motion to Adopt Amendment #2 carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Motion (Luke/Demulling) to amend the proposed budget for 2016 as incorporated in 

Resolution No. 45-15, Concerning additional County Levy Appropriations to the CCJC, for 

provision of Mental Health Court Services in the sum of $25,000 as follows: 

Amendment #3: 

On page 13 of the 2016 Budget Recommendation, under Revenue, General Property Tax, 

strike “623,680” and insert “648,680”, and under Expense Grants, Contributions, Indem & 

strike “25,000” and insert “50,000”. 

Motion to Adopt Amendment #3 carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Motion (Jepsen/Hallberg) to amend the proposed budget for 2016 as incorporated in 

Resolution No. 45-15, Concerning additional County Levy Appropriation for Corporation 

Counsel for Procurement of Electronic Case Management System in the sum of $28,500 as 

follows: 

Amendment #4: 

On page 17 of the 2016 Budget Recommendation, under Revenue, General Property Tax, 

strike “254,002” and insert “282,502”, and under Expense, Capital Outlay strike “0” and 

insert “28,500”. 
Motion to Adopt Amendment #4 carried by unanimous voice vote. 
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Motion (Luke/Demulling) to amend the proposed budget for 2016 as incorporated in 

Resolution No. 45-15, Concerning additional County Levy Appropriations for Video 

Conferencing System Improvements in the Court Rooms in the sum of $55,610 as follows: 

Amendment #5: 

On page 30 of the 2016 Budget Recommendation, under Revenue, General Property Tax, 

strike “571,927” and insert “627,537” and under Expense Contractual Services, strike 

“310,232” and insert “365,842”. 
Motion to Adopt Amendment #5 carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Motion (Bonneprise/Sample) to amend the proposed budget for 2016 as incorporated in 

Resolution No. 45-15, Concerning additional County Levy Appropriations for Increased 

Staff for Justice Center Security in the sum of $110,100 as follows: 

Amendment #6: 

On page 35 of the 2016 Budget Recommendation, under Revenue, General Property Tax, 

strike “7,200,783” and insert “7,310,883” and under Expense Personnel Services strike 

“6,278,567” and insert “6,377,667” and strike “417,156” and insert “428,156”. 
Motion to Adopt Amendment #6 carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Motion (Jepsen/Nelson) to amend the proposed budget for 2016 as incorporated in 

Resolution No. 45-15, Concerning additional County Levy Appropriations to the Asset 

Protection and Investment Fund for future 2016 Projects in the sum of $161,416 as follows: 

Amendment #7: 

On page 3 of the 2016 Budget Recommendation, under Revenue, General Property Tax, 

strike “0” and insert “161,416”. 
Motion to Adopt Amendment #7 carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Motion (Jepsen/Hallberg) to amend the proposed budget for 2016 as incorporated in 

Resolution No. 45-15, Concerning additional County Levy Appropriations for Prepayment 

of Lease/Purchase Agreement of August 15, 2008 in the sum of $139,751 as follows: 

Amendment #8: 

On page 5 of the 2016 Budget Recommendation, under Revenue, General Property Tax, 

strike “3,147,401” and insert “3,287,152”, and under Expense Debt Service strike 

“3,187,401” and insert 3,327,152”.  
Motion to Adopt Amendment #8 carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Motion (Johansen/Nelson) to amend the proposed budget for 2016 as incorporated in 

Resolution No. 45-15, Concerning additional County Levy Appropriations for Re-roofing 

of the Museum in the sum of $5,000 as follows: 

Amendment #9: 

On page 38 of the 2016 Budget Recommendation, under Revenue, General Property Tax, 

strike “33,133” and insert “38,133”, and under expense Contractual Services strike 

“17,533” and insert “22,533”.  

Motion to Adopt Amendment #9 carried by unanimous voice vote. 
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Chairman Johnson called for a vote to approve Resolution No. 45-15, as amended by 

Amendments #1-9.  Motion to approve Resolution No. 45-15, as amended carried by 

unanimous voice vote.  

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor proposed transfers from Asset Fund as part of the 

proposed 2016 Budget for purposes of publication.  Motion (Bonneprise/Sample) to further 

revise the proposed 2016 Budget for purposes of publication by adding appropriations 

transferred from the Asset Fund for #10 Mental Health Clinic Records in the sum of 

$250,000; #11, Restructuring of the Mental Health Clinic in the sum of $75,000; #12, 

Highway Building Study and with authorization of the establishment of a work group to 

oversee said study, in the sum of $25,000; and #13, Lighting System Improvements in the 

sum of $22,000.  Motion to revise proposed 2016 Budget for purposes of publication, 

carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor Supervisor reports. Chairman Johnson recognized 

Supervisor Edgell.   

 

Chairman Johnson announced that, on advice of Corporation Counsel, the Board should entertain 

a motion to go into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statute Section 19.85(1)(f) for the 

purpose of considering personal histories of specific persons, which, if discussed in public, 

would be likely to have a substantial adverse effect upon the reputation of any persons referred to 

in such histories or data.   Corporation Counsel informed the Board that it was lawful to go into 

closed session for such purposes and that going into closed session in this instance was allowed 

even though the notice of meeting contained no notice of such closed session.  Corporation 

Counsel provided the advice that the Board could hold a lawful closed session as authorized by 

statute pursuant to Section 19.83 and 19.85(1) and(2) and reconvene in open session to conclude 

the meeting, so long as the county board took no action in closed session except to reconvene in 

open session and that before going into closed session the chair announced that upon 

reconvening in open session the board would act only on the adjournment as noticed on the 

meeting notice.   Chairman Johnson announced that the motion would be to for the purpose of 

considering personal histories of specific persons, which, if discussed in public, would be likely 

to have a substantial adverse effect upon the reputation of any persons referred to in such 

histories or data;  that no action would be taken in closed session except to act upon a motion to 

reconvene in open session;  and that upon so reconvening in open session the Board would 

resume Supervisor reports and to act to adjourn the meeting.   

 

Motion by Sample, second by Jepsen to go into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statute 

Section 19.85(1)(f) for the purpose of considering personal histories of specific persons, which, 

if discussed in public, would be likely to have a substantial adverse effect upon the reputation of 

any persons referred to in such histories or data.  A roll call vote was taken.  Chairman Johnson 

declared the motion to go into closed session carried by a vote of 12 in favor and 3 against.  

 

Chairman Johnson announced that Corporation Counsel Jeff Fuge and Administration Executive 

Assistant Tammy Peterson would be present in closed session.   Corporation Counsel further 

informed the Board that pursuant to law, supervisors voting in the negative on the motion could 

be present in closed session.   
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Chairman Johnson announced the Board would now go into closed session.  

 

*****  Closed Session *****  

 

Chairman Johnson called the Board to order in closed session.  

 

Motion by Bonneprise second by Hallberg to reconvene in open session.  Chairman Johnson 

called for the vote on said motion.  Motion carried on unanimous voice vote.  

 

Chairman Johnson declared the Board would reconvene in open session.  

 

***** Reconvene in open session*****  

 

Chairman Johnson called the Board to order, reconvening in open session.    

 

Chairman Johnson announced that in closed session the Board took acted on one motion, to 

reconvene in open session, which said motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  

 

Chairman Johnson declared that receipt of Supervisor reports would resume.   Chairman Johnson 

recognized Supervisor Demulling for receipt of Supervisor reports. 

 

Motion (Bonneprise/Demulling) to adjourn.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Chairman Johnson declared meeting adjourned 3:57 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Carole T. Wondra 

Polk County Clerk 
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