Resolution No. 4 ‘0 &
Ordinance No. - OG
Uniform Citation Ordinance

The County Board of Supervisors of the County of Polk does ordain as follows:

Section 1.0 Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance is to achieve greater efficiency and economy in the enforcement
of certain Polk County Ordinances and to guarantee the fairness and consistency of enforcement
procedures.

Section 2.0 Authority

2.1 This Ordinance is created pursuant to the authority granted by Chapter 66.0113 of the
Wisconsin Statutes. Polk County elects to use the citation method of enforcement of certain
ordinances other than those for which a statutory counterpart exists.

2.2 Nothing contained in this Ordinance shall be construed to prevent the use of any other
method of enforcing Polk County Ordinances, including but not limited to the use of summons

and complaint under Chapters 66 and 778 of the Wisconsin Statutes.

Section 3.0 Ordinance Affected

3.1 Citations may be issued in the enforcement of the following ordinances:
1) Comprehensive Land Use Ordinance, Enacted April 21, 1971

2) Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, Amended May 1, 2002

3) Subdivision Ordinance, Amended July 1, 2005

4) Telecommunication Tower Ordinance, Enacted December 16, 2003
5) Lower St. Croix Riverway Ordinance, Enacted May 9, 1977

6) Floodplain Ordinance, Enacted June 19, 1990

7)

8)

9)

10)
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Section 4.0 Authorized Person to Issue Citations

The following persons may issue citations authorized under this Ordinance:
1) Any Polk County Law Enforcement Officer.

2) Any designated employee of the Polk County Zoning Administration. Designated means a
person who is the department head or a person granted authority from the department head. This
authority only extends to citations issued pursuant to any zoning ordinance violation.

3) Any designated employee of a department which has citation authority other than Zoning.
Designated means a person who is a department head or a person granted authority from a
department head. This authority extends only to those ordinances for which the department has
enforcement authority over.

Section 5.0 The Citation

5.1 Citations issued pursuant to this Ordinance shall provide for the following:
1) The name and address of the alleged violator.

2) The factual allegations describing the alleged violation.

3) The time and place of the offense.

4) The section of the Ordinance violated.

5) A designation of the offense in such a manner as can be readily understood by a person
making a reasonable effort to do so.

6) The time at which the alleged violator may appear in court.
7) A statement which in essence informs the alleged violator:

a) That the alleged violator may make a cash deposit based on a schedule to be mailed or
delivered to the Clerk of Courts prior to the time of the scheduled court appearance.

b) That if the alleged violator makes such a deposit he or she need not appear in court unless
subsequently summoned.

c¢) That if the alleged violator makes a cash deposit and does not appear in court, either he or she
will be deemed to have tendered a plea of no contest and submitted to a forfeiture not to exceed
the amount of the deposit or will be summoned into court to answer the complaint if the court
does not accept the plea of no contest.

d) That if the alleged violator does not make a cash deposit and does not appear in court at the
time specified, an action may be commenced against the alleged violator to collect the forfeiture.




e) A direction that if the alleged violator elects to make a cash deposit, the alleged violator shall
sign an appropriate statement which accompanies the citation to indicate that he or she read the
statement required under Section 5.1 (7) of this Ordinance and shall send the signed statement
with cash deposit.

f) That in the event the identity of any alleged violator cannot be obtained under the
circumstances, other identifying information, such as vehicle license number or the term
“owner/occupier” along with the address of a property allegedly in violation of an ordinance,
may be utilized in lieu of the name of the alleged violator.

Section 6.0 Form of Citation

The form of the Citation will conform, as closely as practicable, with the Uniform Citations for
Municipal Violations. Polk County shall order such pre-printed Citation’s from the Wisconsin
Department of Administration as long as they are available. The cost of the Citations will be
allocated in equal shares to the Polk County Departments who are authorized by ordinance to
issue said Citations.

Section 7.0 Procedure

The procedure provisions of Chapter 66.0113 of the Wisconsin Statutes are hereby adopted and
incorporated herein by reference.

Departments who issue Citations pursuant to this Ordinance shall give a monthly report to their
respective reporting committee. The report shall include the number of Citations issued for the

previous reporting period and the resolution or progress of any previous open Citation cases.

Section 8.0 Nonexclusivity

8.1 Adoption of this Ordinance in no way precludes the adoption of any other Ordinance
providing for the enforcement of any law or Ordinance relating to the same or any other matter.
The issue of a citation under this Ordinance in no way precludes proceeding under any other law
or Ordinance relating to the same or any other matter.

8.2 Submission of a deposit shall in no way alleviate the alleged violator of future citations,
should the alleged offense remain uncorrected. If compliance or correction is not satisfied,
additional citations may be issued on a daily basis.

8.3 The payment of a forfeiture does not eliminate the need to comply with the terms of the

Ordinance or to remove any unauthorized development or mitigate any environmental damage
caused by the violation.

Section 9.0 Severability

Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid or be
repealed, the constitutionality or validity of the remainder shall not be affected thereby.

Section 10.0 Effective Date




This Ordinance shall have an effective date of January 1, 2007.

Section 11.0 Schedule of Deposits

11.1 A Schedule of Deposits shall be created and publicly posted in a manner that is reasonably
calculated to give notice.

11.2 The Schedule shall be created and adopted by the respective reporting committees and
may be adjusted by said committees.

11.3 Deposits shall be made in cash, money order, or certified check to the Polk County Clerk of
Court who shall provide a receipt.

Funding Amount Date Finance Committee Advised: Not Applicable
Finance Recommendation:  Not Applicable
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