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HISTORICAL POPULATION � 1920 TO 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

 
Year 

 
Population 

Numerical 
Change 

Percent 
Change 

1920 26,870   
1930 26,567 -303 -1.1 
1940 26,197 -370 -1.4 
1950 24,944 -1,253 -4.8 
1960 24,968 24 0.1 
1970 26,666 1,698 6.8 
1980 32,351 5,685 21.3 
1990 34,773 2,422 7.5 
2000 41,319 6,546 18.8 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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POPULATION � 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

WEST SWEDEN CLAM FALLS LORAIN

STERLING LAKETOWN LUCK BONE LAKE MC KINLEY

EUREKA

MILLTOWN

GEORGETOWN JOHNSTOWN

ST. CROIX
FALLS

BALSAM LAKE

APPLE RIVER BEAVER

OSCEOLA GARFIELD

LINCOLN CLAYTON

FARMINGTON ALDEN BLACK BROOK

CLEAR LAKE

Luck

Frederic

Milltown

Balsam Lake
Centuria

St. Croix Falls

Osceola

Dresser

Amery

Clayton

Clear Lake

Turtle Lake

N
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Persons
65 to 549
550 to 899
900 to 1,199
1,200 to 1,599
1,600 to 2,845
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PERCENT POPULATION CHANGE � 1990 TO 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

WEST SWEDEN CLAM FALLS LORAIN

STERLING LAKETOWN LUCK BONE LAKE MC KINLEY

EUREKA

MILLTOWN

GEORGETOWN JOHNSTOWN

ST. CROIX
FALLS

BALSAM LAKE

APPLE RIVER BEAVER

OSCEOLA GARFIELD

LINCOLN CLAYTON

FARMINGTON ALDEN BLACK BROOK

CLEAR LAKE

Luck

Frederic

Milltown

Balsam Lake
Centuria

St. Croix Falls

Osceola

Dresser

Amery

Clayton

Clear Lake

Turtle Lake

< 0.0
0 to 9.9
10.0 to 19.9
20.0 to 29.9
30.0 or Greater
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HISTORICAL POPULATION CHANGE � 1960 TO 2000 
POLK AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

 1960 to 1970 1970 to 1980 1980 to 1990 1990 to 2000 
County No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. 

Barron County -315 -0.9 4,775 14.1 2,020 5.2 4,213 10.3 
Burnett County 62 0.7 3,064 33.0 744 6.0 2,590 19.8 
Dunn County 2,998 11.5 5,160 17.7 1,595 4.7 3,949 11.0 
Polk County 1,698 6.8 5,685 21.3 2,422 7.5 6,546 18.8 
St. Croix County 5,190 17.8 8,908 25.9 6,989 16.2 12,904 25.7 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

�



 

�

�����������	���
�
������• �
�
��
����� ���

�
HISTORICAL POPULATION AND POPULATION CHANGE � 1960 TO 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

  Population  Percent Change 
Municipality 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 1960-70 1970-80 1980-90 1990-00 

Towns:          
Alden 1,164 1,406 1,862 2,133 2,615 20.8 32.4 14.6 22.6 
Apple River 567 544 819 815 1,067 -4.1 50.6 -0.5 30.9 
Balsam Lake 565 631 960 1,067 1,384 11.7 52.1 11.1 29.7 
Beaver 661 641 755 663 753 -3.0 17.8 -12.2 13.6 
Black Brook 726 775 949 964 1,208 6.7 22.5 1.6 25.3 
Bone Lake 466 416 466 503 710 -10.7 12.0 7.9 41.2 
Clam Falls 549 522 614 596 547 -4.9 17.6 -2.9 -8.2 
Clayton 710 713 789 780 912 0.4 10.7 -1.1 16.9 
Clear Lake 774 793 777 744 800 2.5 -2.0 -4.2 7.5 
Eureka 1,019 1,043 1,135 1,201 1,338 2.4 8.8 5.8 11.4 
Farmington 1,003 1,156 1,195 1,267 1,625 15.3 3.4 6.0 28.3 
Garfield 737 768 1,010 1,107 1,443 4.2 31.5 9.6 30.4 
Georgetown 491 526 746 780 1,004 7.1 41.8 4.6 28.7 
Johnstown 381 328 401 410 520 -13.9 22.3 2.2 26.8 
Laketown 784 725 909 921 918 -7.5 25.4 1.3 -0.3 
Lincoln 886 1,198 1,683 1,835 2,304 35.2 40.5 9.0 25.6 
Lorain 347 275 280 299 328 -20.7 1.8 6.8 9.7 
Luck 623 663 863 880 881 6.4 30.2 2.0 0.1 
McKinley 353 297 337 327 328 -15.9 13.5 -3.0 0.3 
Milltown 692 691 943 949 1,146 -0.1 36.5 0.6 20.8 
Osceola 716 769 1,066 1,337 2,085 7.4 38.6 25.4 55.9 
St. Croix Falls 677 783 873 1,034 1,119 15.7 11.5 18.4 8.2 
Sterling 396 379 497 591 724 -4.3 31.1 18.9 22.5 
West Sweden 765 691 718 682 731 -9.7 3.9 -5.0 7.2 

Subtotal: 16,052 16,733 20,647 21,885 26,490 4.2 23.4 6.0 21.0 
          
Villages:          
Balsam Lake 541 648 749 792 950 19.8 15.6 5.7 19.9 
Centuria 551 632 711 790 865 14.7 12.5 11.1 9.5 
Clayton 324 306 425 450 507 -5.6 38.9 5.9 12.7 
Clear Lake 724 721 899 932 1,051 -0.4 24.7 3.7 12.8 
Dresser 498 533 670 614 732 7.0 25.7 -8.4 19.2 
Frederic 857 908 1,039 1,124 1,262 6.0 14.4 8.2 12.3 
Luck 853 848 997 1,022 1,210 -0.6 17.6 2.5 18.4 
Milltown 608 634 732 786 888 4.3 15.5 7.4 13.0 
Osceola 942 1,152 1,581 2,075 2,421 22.3 37.2 31.2 16.7 
Turtle Lake* - - - 6 65 - - - 983.3 

Subtotal: 5,898 6,382 7,803 8,591 9,951 8.2 22.3 10.1 15.8 
          
Cities:          
Amery 1,769 2,126 2,404 2,657 2,845 20.2 13.1 10.5 7.1 
St. Croix Falls 1,249 1,425 1,497 1,640 2,033 14.1 5.1 9.6 24.0 

Subtotal: 3,018 3,551 3,901 4,297 4,878 17.7 9.9 10.2 13.5 
          
POLK COUNTY 24,968 26,666 32,351 34,773 41,319 6.8 21.3 7.5 18.8 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
*NOTE: Portion in Polk County. 
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POPULATION BY INCORPORATED AND RURAL RESIDENTS � 1960 TO 1990 
POLK COUNTY 
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 1950 to 
1960 

1960 to 
1970 

1970 to 
1980 

1980 to 
1990 

1990 to 
2000 

Births 5,382 4,603 4,481 5,150 4,565 
Deaths 2,519 2,739 3,183 3,424 3,782 
Total Natural Increase 2,863 1,864 1,298 1,726 783 
Natural Increase Rate* 11.5% 7.0% 4.0% 5.0% 1.9% 

Net Migration -2,839 -166 4,387 696 5,763 
Net Migration Rate* -11.4% -0.6% 13.6% 2.0% 13.9% 

Total Population Change 24 1,698 5,685 2,422 6,546 
Percent Population Change 0.1% 6.8% 21.3% 7.5% 18.8% 
*NOTE: Calculated as a percent of the County’s total population. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau; Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services 
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COMPONENTS OF POPULATION CHANGE � 1950 TO 2000 
POLK COUNTY 
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MINORITY POPULATION � 1990 TO 2000 
POLK COUNTY 
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POPULATION PROJECTIONS � 2000 TO 2020 
POLK COUNTY 

 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 
Municipality Census Projection Projection Projection Projection 

Towns:      
Alden 2,615 2,825 3,036 3,246 3,456 
Apple River 1,067 1,159 1,250 1,342 1,434 
Balsam Lake 1,384 1,514 1,644 1,774 1,904 
Beaver 753 774 795 816 837 
Black Brook 1,208 1,294 1,381 1,467 1,553 
Bone Lake 710 781 852 924 995 
Clam Falls 547 535 522 510 498 
Clayton 912 955 999 1,042 1,085 
Clear Lake 800 812 823 835 847 
Eureka 1,338 1,394 1,450 1,506 1,563 
Farmington 1,625 1,747 1,868 1,990 2,111 
Garfield 1,443 1,573 1,702 1,832 1,961 
Georgetown 1,004 1,089 1,175 1,260 1,346 
Johnstown 520 559 598 637 676 
Laketown 918 929 940 951 962 
Lincoln 2,304 2,495 2,687 2,878 3,069 
Lorain 328 340 352 363 375 
Luck 881 895 909 922 936 
McKinley 328 329 330 331 333 
Milltown 1,146 1,221 1,296 1,371 1,446 
Osceola 2,085 2,368 2,650 2,933 3,216 
St. Croix Falls 1,119 1,172 1,226 1,279 1,332 
Sterling 724 784 845 905 965 
West Sweden 731 742 754 765 777 

Subtotal: 26,490 28,286 30,084 31,879 33,677 
Villages:      
Balsam Lake 950 1,010 1,070 1,130 1,189 
Centuria 865 903 942 980 1,018 
Clayton 507 535 562 590 617 
Clear Lake 1,051 1,102 1,153 1,204 1,254 
Dresser 732 768 804 840 876 
Frederic 1,262 1,323 1,385 1,446 1,507 
Luck 1,210 1,279 1,348 1,418 1,487 
Milltown 888 932 976 1,020 1,064 
Osceola 2,421 2,619 2,817 3,016 3,214 
Turtle Lake* 65 84 103 122 140 

Subtotal: 9,951 10,555 11,160 11,766 12,366 
Cities:      
Amery 2,845 2,953 3,061 3,169 3,277 
St. Croix Falls 2,033 2,177 2,321 2,465 2,609 

Subtotal: 4,878 5,130 5,382 5,634 5,886 
      
POLK COUNTY 41,319 43,971 46,626 49,279 51,929 
*NOTE: Portion in Polk County. 
Source: 2000 Census; West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, 2002 
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HOUSEHOLDS BY HOUSEHOLD INCOME � 1990 TO 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

 1990 2000 Change 1990-2000 
Household 

Income 
Number of 

Households 
Percent of 
Total HHs 

Number of 
Households 

Percent of 
Total HHs 

 
Number 

 
Percent 

Less Than $10,000 2,320 17.8 1,291 7.9 -1,029 -44.4 
$10,000 to $14,999 1,581 12.1 1,017 6.2 -564 -35.7 
$15,000 to $24,999 2,790 21.4 2,169 13.3 -621 -22.3 
$25,000 to $34,999 2,186 16.8 2,306 14.1 120 5.5 
$35,000 to $49,999 2,107 16.2 3,126 19.2 1,019 48.4 
$50,000 to $74,999 1,498 11.5 3,703 22.7 2,205 147.2 
$75,000 to $99,999 333 2.6 1,631 10.0 1,298 389.8 
$100,000 to $149,999 153 1.2 794 4.9 641 419.0 
$150,000 or Greater 60 0.5 268 1.6 208 346.7 
TOTAL 13,028 100.0 16,305 100.0 3,277 25.2 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME � 1999 
POLK COUNTY 
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME � 1979 TO 1999 
POLK COUNTY 

    Change 1979-89 Change 1989-99 
Municipality 1979 1989 1999 Number Percent Number Percent 

Towns:        
Alden  16,818  35,732 57,337  18,914 112.5 21,605 60.5 
Apple River  15,375  24,911 43,500    9,536 62.0 18,589 74.6 
Balsam Lake  15,282  29,118 45,909  13,836 90.5 16,791 57.7 
Beaver  13,646  22,500 40,114    8,854 64.9 17,614 78.3 
Black Brook  17,457  28,011 48,125  10,554 60.5 20,114 71.8 
Bone Lake  12,308  19,000 39,821    6,692 54.4 20,821 109.6 
Clam Falls  13,145  23,026 34,844    9,881 75.2 11,818 51.3 
Clayton  14,526  29,063 41,719  14,537 100.1 12,656 43.5 
Clear Lake  13,966  21,806 48,542    7,840 56.1 26,736 122.6 
Eureka  14,211  27,404 45,625  13,193 92.8 18,221 66.5 
Farmington  19,489  37,600 58,833  18,111 92.9 21,233 56.5 
Garfield  17,708  27,050 48,000    9,342 52.8 20,950 77.4 
Georgetown  11,536  18,750 38,487    7,214 62.5 19,737 105.3 
Johnstown  11,836  22,292 37,500  10,456 88.3 15,208 68.2 
Laketown  12,308  24,643 40,156  12,335 100.2 15,513 63.0 
Lincoln  15,820  27,448 45,904  11,628 73.5 18,456 67.2 
Lorain    9,844  18,295 25,208    8,451 85.8 6,913 37.8 
Luck  15,096  23,889 40,417    8,793 58.2 16,528 69.2 
McKinley  12,042  21,964 37,083    9,922 82.4 15,119 68.8 
Milltown  15,669  26,964 46,944  11,295 72.1 19,980 74.1 
Osceola  18,654  35,000 55,509  16,346 87.6 20,509 58.6 
St. Croix Falls  16,550  29,018 46,500  12,468 75.3 17,482 60.2 
Sterling  10,809  22,237 36,042  11,428 105.7 13,805 62.1 
West Sweden  14,437  23,182 41,250    8,745 60.6 18,068 77.9 
        
Villages:        
Balsam Lake  12,297  17,778 34,276    5,481 44.6 16,498 92.8 
Centuria  11,136  20,625 32,560    9,489 85.2 11,935 57.9 
Clayton  12,679  17,656 29,135    4,977 39.3 11,479 65.0 
Clear Lake  10,506  22,917 32,269  12,411 118.1 9,352 40.8 
Dresser  16,094  22,446 37,500    6,352 39.5 15,054 67.1 
Frederic  10,203  15,602 25,380    5,399 52.9 9,778 62.7 
Luck    9,950  20,263 32,138  10,313 103.6 11,875 58.6 
Milltown    7,893  13,654 28,309    5,761 73.0 14,655 107.3 
Osceola  14,806  25,641 39,000  10,835 73.2 13,359 52.1 
Turtle Lake -- 17,315 29,485 -- -- 12,170 70.3 
        
Cities:        
Amery  14,167  19,828 30,710    5,661 40.0 10,882 54.9 
St. Croix Falls  15,250  26,016 39,350  10,766 70.6 13,334 51.3 
        
POLK COUNTY 14,106 24,267 41,183 10,161 72.0 16,916 69.7 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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PERCENT CHANGE MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME � 1989 TO 1999 
POLK COUNTY 
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    Change 1979-89 Change 1989-99 

County 1979 1989 1999 Number Percent Number Percent 
Barron County, WI $13,421 $22,570 $37,275 $9,149 68.2% $14,705 65.2% 
Burnett County, WI $13,510 $20,153 $34,218 $6,643 49.2% $14,065 69.8% 
Chisago County, MN $20,600 $40,076 $52,012 $19,476 94.5% $11,936 29.8% 
Dunn County, WI $13,871 $24,452 $38,753 $10,581 76.3% $14,301 58.5% 
Polk County, WI $14,106 $24,267 $41,183 $10,161 72.0% $16,916 69.7% 
St. Croix County, WI $19,568 $36,716 $54,930 $17,148 87.6% $18,214 49.6% 
Washington County, 
MN 

$26,059 $44,122 $66,305 $18,063 69.3% $22,183 50.3% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY � 1990 TO 2000 
POLK COUNTY RESIDENTS 

 1990 2000 Change 1990-00 
 

Industry 
 

Persons 
Pct of 
Total 

 
Persons 

Pct of 
Total 

 
No. 

 
Percent 

Agricultural, Forestry & Mining 1,678 10.9 991 4.8 -687 -40.9 
Construction 995 6.4 1,520 7.4 525 52.7 
Manufacturing 4,066 26.3 5,780 28.1 1,714 42.2 
Transportation, Communication & Utils. 813 5.3 1,215 5.9 402 49.5 
Wholesale & Retail Trade 2,654 17.2 2,604 12.7 -50 -1.9 
Finance, Insurance & Real Estate 630 4.1 780 3.8 150 23.8 
Services 4,135 26.7 7,031 34.2 2,896 70.0 
Government 484 3.1 632 3.1 148 30.6 
TOTAL 15,455 100.0 20,553 100.0 5,098 33.0 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT (AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL EMPLOYMENT) � 2000 
POLK COUNTY 
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CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT (AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL EMPLOYMENT) � 2000 
POLK COUNTY 
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MANUFACTURING EMPLOYMENT (AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL EMPLOYMENT) � 2000 
POLK COUNTY 
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WHOLESALE & RETAIL TRADE EMPLOYMENT (AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL EMPLOYMENT) � 2000 
POLK COUNTY 
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SERVICE SECTOR EMPLOYMENT (AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL EMPLOYMENT) � 2000 
POLK COUNTY 
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EMPLOYMENT BY OCCUPATION � 1980 TO 1990 
POLK COUNTY RESIDENTS 

 1980 1990 Change 1980-90 
 

Occupation 
 

Person 
Pct of 
Total 

 
Person 

Pct of 
Total 

 
No. 

 
Percent 

Exec, Managerial & Professional 
Specialty 

2,200 16.9 2,734 17.7 534 24.3 

Technicians and Related Support 230 1.8 362 2.3 132 57.4 
Sales 984 7.6 1,372 8.9 388 39.4 
Administrative Support, including 
Clerical 

1,392 10.7 1,964 12.7 572 41.1 

Services 1,582 12.2 2,021 13.1 439 27.7 
Farming, Forestry & Fishing 1,890 14.5 1,575 10.2 -315 -16.7 
Precision Production, Craft & Repair 1,804 13.9 2,120 13.7 316 17.5 
Operators, Fabricators & Laborers 2,918 22.4 3,307 21.4 389 13.3 
TOTAL 13,000 100.0 15,455 100.0 2,455 18.9 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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EMPLOYMENT BY OCCUPATION � 1980 TO 1990 
POLK COUNTY RESIDENTS 
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 2000 
 

Occupation 
 

Person 
Percent of 

Total 
Management, Professional, and Related Occupations 5,418 26.4 
Service Occupations 2,839 13.8 
Sales and Office Occupations 4,458 21.7 
Farming, Fishing and Forestry Occupations 335 1.6 
Construction, Extraction and Maintenance Occupations 2,135 10.4 
Production, Transportation, and Material Moving 
Occupations 

5,368 26.1 

TOTAL 20,553 100.0 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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MINIMUM CONVENIENCE TRADE AREAS 
POLK COUNTY 
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NUMBER AND AVERAGE SIZE OF FARMS � 1978 TO 1997 
POLK COUNTY 
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ACRES IN FARMLAND � 1978 TO 1997 
POLK COUNTY 

 1978 1982 1987 1992 1997 
Acres 365,035 338,881 315,416 282,405 267,639 
Percent of County Land Area 61.3% 57.6% 53.6% 48.0% 45.4% 
Source: Census of Agriculture 
�



 

�

�����������	���
�
������• ������	�� ���

�
� ����
	���� �
������������������	�

������& 6�)���������
�������&(�����
���&�..���$)�&"�����������

� 0����������������
���
���)�"��
�
���

�
����������������
�������
	������&( �
��
����	�%!"�������&��

�
�
�

$��"�	�����	���'��������������
�
�
NUMBER OF FARMS BY FARM OWNERSHIP � 1978 TO 1997 
POLK COUNTY 

      
Ownership 1978 1982 1987 1992 1997 

Individual/Family Farms 1,665 1,555 1,343 1,210 1,147 
Partnership 140 142 102 86 99 
Corporation - Family 16 19 19 22 48 
Corporation - Other 1 1 1 3 1 
Other (Coop, Trust, etc...) 1 4 2 3 6 
Source: Census of Agriculture 
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FARM OPERATORS BY AGE AND SEX � 1978 TO 1997 
POLK COUNTY 

      
Operators 1978 1982 1987 1992 1997 

Male 1,772 1,671 1,408 1,266 1,218 
Female 51 50 59 58 83 
      
Average Age 50.0 48.3 50.9 52.5 53.1 
Source: Census of Agriculture 

�
�

� ������& ������(("��
�
���
�������������
����
	��������������������
����	�

������

�
� ������& ������	��%"��
�
���������
����

������������

� 0������&(�
�����& �
����������������
�

���������
��������������6���	�����

����!��
��!6����



 

�

�����������	���
�
������• ������	�� ���

�

$��"��!���
�
NUMBER OF FARMS BY FARM TYPE � 1992 TO 1997 
POLK COUNTY 

 1992 1997 Change 1992-97 
 

Farm Type 
 

Farms 
Pct of 
Total 

 
Farms 

Pct of 
Total 

 
No. 

 
Percent 

Grain and Field Crops 397 30.0 520 40.0 123 31.0 
Livestock 349 26.4 379 29.1 30 8.6 
Dairy 501 37.8 339 26.1 -162 -32.3 
Other 77 5.8 63 4.8 -14 -18.2 
TOTAL 1,324 100.0 1,301 100.0 -23 -1.7 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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NUMBER OF FARMS BY FARM TYPE � 1992 TO 1997 
POLK COUNTY 
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POLK AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

     Percent Change 
County 1970 1980 1990 2000 1970-80 1980-90 1990-00 

Barron County, WI 12,673 17,153 19,363 20,969 35.4 12.9 8.3 
Burnett County, WI 6,698 10,359 11,743 12,582 54.7 13.4 7.1 
Chisago County, MN 6,430 8,766 11,946 15,533 36.3 36.3 30.0 
Dunn County, WI 8,990 11,886 13,252 15,277 32.2 11.5 15.3 
Polk County, WI 11,799 16,226 18,562 21,129 37.5 14.4 13.8 
St. Croix County, WI 10,376 14,924 18,519 24,265 43.8 24.1 31.0 
Washington County, 
MN 

22,743 36,547 51,648 73,635 60.7 41.3 42.6 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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HOUSING UNITS � 1970 TO 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

     Percent Change 

MUNICIPALITY 1970 1980 1990 2000 1970-80 1980-90 1990-00 

Towns:        
Alden 641 942 1,056 1,235 47.0 12.1 17.0 
Apple River 332 488 570 625 47.0 16.8 9.6 
Balsam Lake 529 730 906 1018 38.0 24.1 12.4 
Beaver 287 373 419 441 30.0 12.3 5.3 
Black Brook 232 336 361 448 44.8 7.4 24.1 
Bone Lake 236 307 331 434 30.1 7.8 31.1 
Clam Falls 214 276 372 352 29.0 34.8 -5.4 
Clayton 269 340 371 412 26.4 9.1 11.1 
Clear Lake 219 256 263 290 16.9 2.7 10.3 
Eureka 358 446 523 567 24.6 17.3 8.4 
Farmington 276 389 414 555 40.9 6.4 34.1 
Garfield 383 565 679 707 47.5 20.2 4.1 
Georgetown 701 1,025 1,162 1,274 46.2 13.4 9.6 
Johnstown 243 321 350 418 32.1 9.0 19.4 
Laketown 314 373 420 445 18.8 12.6 6.0 
Lincoln 644 868 1,056 1,119 34.8 21.7 6.0 
Lorain 110 143 153 173 30.0 7.0 13.1 
Luck 308 392 381 400 27.3 -2.8 5.0 
McKinley 132 186 201 223 40.9 8.1 10.9 
Milltown 530 655 745 811 23.6 13.7 8.9 
Osceola 308 469 582 829 52.3 24.1 42.4 
St. Croix Falls 323 410 486 538 26.9 18.5 10.7 
Sterling 216 349 448 521 61.6 28.4 16.3 
West Sweden 253 298 302 327 17.8 1.3 8.3 

Subtotals: 8,058 10,937 12,551 14,162 35.7 14.8 12.8 
        
Villages:        
Balsam Lake 357 556 660 673 55.7 18.7 2.0 
Centuria 226 302 322 361 33.6 6.6 12.1 
Clayton 99 164 184 208 65.7 12.2 13.0 
Clear Lake 276 396 430 478 43.5 8.6 11.2 
Dresser 174 258 259 312 48.3 0.4 20.5 
Frederic 341 485 559 586 42.2 15.3 4.8 
Luck 350 428 501 572 22.3 17.1 14.2 
Milltown 236 365 375 437 54.7 2.7 16.5 
Osceola 417 668 853 1,072 60.2 27.7 25.7 
Turtle Lake* 0 0 1 31 0.0 100.0 3000.0 

Subtotals: 2,476 3,622 4,144 4,730 46.3 14.4 14.1 
        
Cities:        
Amery 775 1,027 1,132 1,311 32.5 10.2 15.8 
St. Croix Falls 490 642 735 926 31.0 14.5 26.0 

Subtotals: 1,265 1,669 1,867 2,237 31.9 11.9 19.8 
        
POLK COUNTY 11,799 16,228 18,562 21,129 37.5 14.4 13.8 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
*NOTE: Portion in Polk County. 

�



 

�

�����������	���
�
������• ��������� ���

�



 

�

�����������	���
�
������• ��������� ���

�
�
HOUSING UNITS � 2000 
POLK COUNTY 
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PERCENT CHANGE IN TOTAL HOUSING UNITS � 1990 TO 2000 
POLK COUNTY 
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HOUSING UNITS BY YEAR-ROUND AND SEASONAL UNITS � 1990 TO 2000 
POLK AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

 1990 2000 1990-00 
 Housing Units Housing Units 

County  
Total 

 
Seasonal 

Seasonal 
as Pct of 

Total 
 

Total 
 

Seasonal 

Seasonal 
as Pct of 

Total 

Pct Chng 
Seasonal 

Units 
Barron County, WI 19,363 2,895 15.0 20,969 2,299 11.0 -20.6 
Burnett County, WI 11,743 5,870 50.0 12,582 5,664 45.0 -3.5 
Dunn County, WI 13,252 374 2.8 15,277 285 1.9 -23.8 
Polk County, WI 18,562 4,634 25.0 21,129 4,211 19.9 -9.1 
St. Croix County, WI 18,519 270 1.5 24,265 281 1.2 4.1 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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SEASONAL HOUSING UNITS AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL HOUSING UNITS � 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

WEST SWEDEN CLAM FALLS LORAIN

STERLING LAKETOWN LUCK BONE LAKE MC KINLEY

EUREKA

MILLTOWN

GEORGETOWN JOHNSTOWN

ST. CROIX
FALLS

BALSAM LAKE

APPLE RIVER BEAVER

OSCEOLA GARFIELD

LINCOLN CLAYTON

FARMINGTON ALDEN BLACK BROOK

CLEAR LAKE

Luck

Frederic

Milltown

Balsam Lake
Centuria

St. Croix Falls

Osceola

Dresser

Amery

Clayton

Clear Lake

Turtle Lake

N

EW

S

Percent
0 to 4.9
5.0 to 14.9
15.0 to 24.9
25.0 to 34.9
35.0 to 63.9
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HOUSING UNITS BY YEAR-ROUND AND SEASONAL UNITS � 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

  Seasonal Housing Units 
 

Municipality 
Total 

Housing Units 
 

Units 
Pct of Total 

Housing Units 
Towns:    
Alden 1,235 246 19.9 
Apple River 625 189 30.2 
Balsam Lake 1018 463 45.5 
Beaver 441 120 27.2 
Black Brook 448 12 2.7 
Bone Lake 434 157 36.2 
Clam Falls 352 106 30.1 
Clayton 412 44 10.7 
Clear Lake 290 5 1.7 
Eureka 567 49 8.6 
Farmington 555 15 2.7 
Garfield 707 168 23.8 
Georgetown 1,274 814 63.9 
Johnstown 418 206 49.3 
Laketown 445 85 19.1 
Lincoln 1,119 240 21.4 
Lorain 173 44 25.4 
Luck 400 52 13 
McKinley 223 83 37.2 
Milltown 811 345 42.5 
Osceola 829 64 7.7 
St. Croix Falls 538 104 19.3 
Sterling 521 230 44.1 
West Sweden 327 30 9.2 

Subtotal: 14,162 3,811 26.9 
    
Villages:    
Balsam Lake 673 212 31.5 
Centuria 361 1 0.3 
Clayton 208 2 1 
Clear Lake 478 5 1 
Dresser 312 4 1.3 
Frederic 586 12 2 
Luck 572 49 8.6 
Milltown 437 5 1.1 
Osceola 1,072 11 1 
Turtle Lake 31 2 6.5 

Subtotal: 4,730 301 6.4 
    
Cities:    
Amery 1,311 23 1.8 
St. Croix Falls 926 14 1.5 

Subtotal: 2,237 37 1.7 
    
POLK COUNTY 21,129 4,211 19.9 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS BY HOUSING UNIT TYPE � 1990 TO 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

 1990 2000 Percent 
 

Housing Unit Type 
 

Number 
Pct. of 
Total 

 
Number 

Pct. of 
Total 

Change 
1990-00 

Single Family Units 10,070 77.1 16,801 79.5 66.8 
Multi-Family Units 1,429 11.0 2,040 9.7 42.8 
Mobile Home & Other Units 1,557 11.9 2,288 10.8 47.0 
TOTAL 13,056 100.0 21,129 100.0 61.8 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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MEDIAN HOUSING UNIT VALUE AND RENT � 1970 TO 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

 Housing Unit Value Rent 
Year Value Pct Change Rent Pct Change 
1970 11,400 n/a 65 n/a 
1980 40,900 258.8 156 140.0 
1990 53,100 29.8 254 62.8 
2000 100,200 88.7 440 73.2 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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POLK COUNTY 

     Percent 
Change 

  

Municipality 1970 1980 1990 2000 1970-80 1980-90 1990-00 
Towns:        
Alden 10,104 49,800 69,500 139,700 392.9 39.6 101.0 
Apple River 7,800 35,900 50,900 101,400 360.3 41.8 99.2 
Balsam Lake 10,893 47,000 60,800 124,100 331.5 29.4 104.1 
Beaver 11,136 39,600 55,400 88,800 255.6 39.9 60.3 
Black Brook 10,555 41,300 51,100 101,600 291.3 23.7 98.8 
Bone Lake 10,000 40,500 42,500 115,100 305.0 4.9 170.8 
Clam Falls 7,000 25,400 34,400 66,400 262.9 35.4 93.0 
Clayton 8,263 41,700 50,800 92,300 404.7 21.8 81.7 
Clear Lake 7,429 42,800 49,600 97,500 476.1 15.9 96.6 
Eureka 7,762 35,600 48,500 92,900 358.6 36.2 91.5 
Farmington 14,374 53,100 62,300 129,400 269.4 17.3 107.7 
Garfield 11,562 53,800 69,800 122,500 365.3 29.7 75.5 
Georgetown 11,805 40,700 56,900 122,700 244.8 39.8 115.6 
Johnstown 7,857 35,000 50,700 123,200 345.5 44.9 143.0 
Laketown 7,783 30,000 43,000 91,500 285.5 43.3 112.8 
Lincoln 14,090 49,500 66,900 120,500 251.3 35.2 80.1 
Lorain 7,800 35,000 35,000 63,800 348.7 0.0 82.3 
Luck 8,750 37,200 45,300 91,400 325.1 21.8 101.8 
McKinley 5,857 36,700 37,500 85,000 526.6 2.2 126.7 
Milltown 14,641 48,000 55,200 114,100 227.8 15.0 106.7 
Osceola 12,142 48,300 68,300 138,200 297.8 41.4 102.3 
St. Croix Falls 12,031 49,200 62,200 112,500 308.9 26.4 80.9 
Sterling 7,000 25,700 38,000 82,700 267.1 47.9 117.6 
West Sweden 8,083 33,300 41,500 84,000 312.0 24.6 102.4 
        
Villages:        
Balsam Lake 11,802 42,400 55,000 87,300 259.3 29.7 58.7 
Centuria 10,871 37,000 43,400 80,300 240.4 17.3 85.0 
Clayton 7,965 32,500 42,100 72,700 308.0 29.5 72.7 
Clear Lake 12,499 36,500 43,800 80,500 192.0 20.0 83.8 
Dresser 12,438 39,300 49,500 89,400 216.0 26.0 80.6 
Frederic 10,044 36,500 39,900 67,900 263.4 9.3 70.2 
Luck 10,439 33,300 44,000 79,600 219.0 32.1 80.9 
Milltown 8,257 31,800 37,400 80,000 285.1 17.6 113.9 
Osceola 13,143 46,000 57,900 98,900 250.0 25.9 70.8 
Turtle Lake NA NA 32,500 63,200 NA NA 94.5 
        
Cities:        
Amery 15,465 42,900 58,000 93,500 177.4 35.2 61.2 
St. Croix Falls 13,110 43,600 58,100 108,400 232.6 33.3 86.6 
        
POLK COUNTY 11,400 40,900 53,100 100,200 258.8 29.8 88.7 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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MEDIAN HOUSING UNIT VALUE � 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

WEST SWEDEN CLAM FALLS LORAIN

STERLING LAKETOWN LUCK BONE LAKE MC KINLEY

EUREKA

MILLTOWN

GEORGETOWN JOHNSTOWN

ST. CROIX
FALLS

BALSAM LAKE

APPLE RIVER BEAVER

OSCEOLA GARFIELD

LINCOLN CLAYTON

FARMINGTON ALDEN BLACK BROOK

CLEAR LAKE

Luck

Frederic

Milltown

Balsam Lake
Centuria

St. Croix Falls

Osceola

Dresser

Amery

Clayton

Clear Lake

Turtle Lake

63,200 to 74,999
75,000 to 89,000
90,000 to 109,999
110,000 to 124,999
125,000 to 139,700
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PERCENT OF TOTAL OCCUPIED HOUSEHOLDS SPENDING 30% OR MORE 
INCOME ON HOUSING COSTS � 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

Percent
3.4 to 7.9
8.0 to 10.9
11.0 to 14.9
15.0 to 20.9
21.0 to 26.0

N

EW

S

WEST SWEDEN CLAM FALLS LORAIN

STERLING LAKETOWN LUCK BONE LAKE MC KINLEY

EUREKA

MILLTOWN

GEORGETOWN JOHNSTOWN

ST. CROIX
FALLS

BALSAM LAKE

APPLE RIVER BEAVER

OSCEOLA GARFIELD

LINCOLN CLAYTON

FARMINGTON ALDEN BLACK BROOK

CLEAR LAKE

Luck

Frederic

Milltown

Balsam Lake
Centuria

St. Croix Falls

Osceola

Dresser

Amery

Clayton

Clear Lake

Turtle Lake
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PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD � 1970 TO 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

 
Year 

Average Persons 
Per Household 

Percent 
Change 

1970 3.14 n/a 
1980 2.80 -10.8 
1990 2.62 -6.4 
2000 2.51 -4.2 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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HOUSING UNIT PROJECTIONS � 2000 TO 2020 
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 Census Projection 
 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 

Population 41,319 43,971 46,626 49,279 51,929 
Persons/Housing Unit 1.96 1.96 1.96 1.96 1.96 
Housing Units 21,129 22,434 23,789 25,142 26,494 
Housing Unit Change (#) 2,567 1,305 1,355 1,353 1,352 
Housing Unit Change (%) 13.8 6.2 6.0 5.7 5.4 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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GENERAL LAND USE OF UNINCORPORATED AREAS � 1973 AND 2000 
POLK COUNTY 

 1973 2000 Change 
 Acres % of Total Acres % of Total Number Percent 

LAND USE       
Agricultural & Vacant 292,488 48.29 267,845 44.22 -24,643 -8.4 
Residential 18,556 3.06 30,331 5.01 11,775 63.5 
Commercial 311 0.05 537 0.09 226 72.7 
Industrial 501 0.08 983 0.16 482 96.2 
Government & Institutional 378 0.06 387 0.06 9 2.4 
Park & Recreational 401 0.07 2,154 0.36 1,753 437.2 
Trans, Comm & Utilities 15,550 2.57 16,704 2.76 1,154 7.4 
       
Incorporated Area 15,911 2.63 19,120 3.16 3,209 20.2 
       
NOTE: Some of the change that has occurred between 1973 and 2000 may be due to differences in the methods used to 

collect, compile and interpret the data. 
Source: Land Use Policy Plan for West Central Wisconsin; West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission 
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GENERAL LAND USE � 1973 
POLK COUNTY 

Ag & Vacant Residential Other Incorporated Area �
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GENERAL LAND USE � 2000 
POLK COUNTY 
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RESIDENTIAL LAND USE AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL LAND USE � 2000 
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COMMERCIAL LAND USE AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL LAND USE � 2000 
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INDUSTRIAL LAND USE AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL LAND USE � 2000 
POLK COUNTY 
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General Transportation System 
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