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ONGOING PLANNING IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES 
POLK COUNTY LAND USE PLAN 

Issue Activity Timeline 

Plan Coordination 
with Other Units of 
Government 

Develop a process to review, coordinate and 
integrate other local government plans, and 
encourage consistency with the County plan. 

Ongoing 

Coordination with 
Other County Plans 

Review and monitor other plans that have been 
developed for Polk County and work to ensure 
their consistency with the land use plan.  Such 
plans could include the Farmland Preservation 
Plan, Polk County Water Classification System, 
Land and Water Conservation Plan, Outdoor 
Recreation Plan, etc… 

As Needed 

Plan Monitoring and 
Evaluation 

Review and evaluate the Plan’s assumptions, 
recommendations and implementation strategies 
and report findings to the Zoning Committee. 

Annually 

Plan Update Determine the need to update the plan based on 
the review and evaluation, and based on the new 
Smart Growth Legislation. 

As Needed 
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ZONING ORDINANCE IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES 
POLK COUNTY LAND USE PLAN 

Issue Activity Timeline 

Urban Service Area 
Minimum Lot Size 

Modify an existing zone or create a new zone to 
appropriately implement the recommended 
minimum lot size of the Urban Service Area. 

Within 1 to 3 Years 
of Plan Adoption 

Urban Transition Area 
Minimum Lot Size 

Modify an existing zone or create a new zone to 
appropriately implement the recommended 
minimum lot size (1-acre) of the Urban Transition 
Area. 

Within 1 to 3 Years 
of Plan Adoption 

Rural Transition Area 
Minimum Lot Size 

Modify an existing zone or create a new zone to 
appropriately implement the recommended 
minimum lot size or density (3-acres) of the Rural 
Transition Area. 

Within 1 to 3 Years 
of Plan Adoption 

Rural Open Space 
Minimum Lot Size 

Modify an existing zone or create a new zone to 
appropriately implement the recommended 
minimum lot size (10-acres) of the Rural Open 
Space Area. 

Within 1 to 3 Years 
of Plan Adoption 

Agricultural 
Preservation One-
Time Lot Split 

Modify the existing A-2 (Exclusive Agricultural) 
District to allow for a one-time land division of up 
to 2-acres from a 40-acre parcel to accommodate 
farm-related residential development.  Language 
should also include that the location of the lot 
should be directed to an area of the parcel that is 
the least suited for agricultural production. 

Within 1 to 3 Years 
of Plan Adoption 

Right-to-Farm Establish a requirement to include right-to-farm 
language in the deeds of all new parcels created in 
the A-2 (Exclusive Agricultural) District. 

Within 1 to 3 Years 
of Plan Adoption 

Conservation Site 
Design 

Establish an overlay district allowing for the 
appropriate design standards and density bonuses 
for the use of conservation site design techniques 
and use of common private sewage treatment 
systems in the Rural Open Space and Transition 
Areas. 

Within 1 to 3 Years 
of Plan Adoption 

Shoreland Area  Revise the Shoreland Ordinance to reflect the 
recommendations of the adopted Lakes 
Classification System and the Plan’s Shoreland 
Area objectives. 

Completed 

Zoning District 
Boundary 
Amendments 

Review and revise zoning district boundaries to 
reflect the policies and recommendations of the 
plan and the revised zoning ordinance. 

Ongoing 
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SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES 
POLK COUNTY LAND USE PLAN 

Issue Activity Timeline 

Subdivision Lot 
Design Standards 

Review and revise the subdivision ordinance to 
accommodate the varying lots sizes recommended 
in the Plan and subsequently revised zoning 
ordinance. 

Within 1 to 3 Years 
of Plan Adoption 

Conservation Site 
Design 

Review and revise, if necessary, the subdivision 
ordinance in order to enable the use of 
conservation site design methods of development 
and insure consistency with the zoning ordinance. 

Within 1 to 3 Years 
of Plan Adoption 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES 
POLK COUNTY LAND USE PLAN 

Issue Activity Timeline 

Implementation of 
Planning Areas 

Work closely with towns, villages and cities to 
apply the recommended planning area 
development concepts including Urban Service, 
Transition, Rural Open Space, and Agricultural 
Preservation areas. 

Within 3 to 5 Years 
of Plan Adoption 

Compact 
Development Pattern 
and Communities 

Work with towns, villages and cities to promote a 
more compact development pattern by: 

•  encouraging infill development in communities; 

•  supporting higher residential densities closer to 
incorporated communities; and, 

•  establishing a pattern of staged development 
and avoiding “leapfrog” development. 

Ongoing 

Urban Service Area 
Lots Sizes 

Work with incorporated communities and towns to 
establish an appropriate lot size for residential 

Within 1 to 3 Years 
of Plan Adoption 
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development located within Urban Service Areas. 

Consistency of 
Planning and 
Development 
Objectives 

Work closely with towns, villages and cities to 
encourage them to develop policies and 
ordinances that are compatible with the County 
Plan. 

Ongoing 
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INFORMATION AND EDUCATION IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES 
POLK COUNTY LAND USE PLAN 

Issue Activity Timeline 

Uniform Plan 
Implementation 

Explain and promote the benefits of the Plan and 
encourage all towns to adopt County zoning. 

Ongoing 

Conservation Site 
Design 

Provide information to developers and Realtors on 
the conservation site design concept. 

Within 1 to 3 Years 
of Plan Adoption  -
and- Ongoing 

Conservation 
Easements 

Inform, educate and promote the use of agricultural 
conservation easements in those areas of the 
county having the highest concentration of prime 
agricultural land. 

Ongoing 
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