
This meeting is open to the public according to Wisconsin State Statute 19.83. Persons with disabilities wishing to attend and/or 
participate are asked to notify the County Clerk’s office (715-485-9226) at least 24 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting time so 
all reasonable accommodations can be made. Requests are confidential.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 
Tuesday, April 8, 2014  

10:00 AM  
                  Conference Room A/B – Polk County Health Department 

 
AGENDA 

 
 Call to order – Chairman Brian Masters 
 Approval of Agenda - All 
 Public Comment 
 Approval of Minutes from  February 11, 2014 meeting - All 
 Department Statistical/Financial Reports - Sampson 
 Old Business 

 1) Communicable Disease Update – Leonard 
 2)  Well Woman Program Update – Sampson 
 3) Community Health Improvement Plan Update – Boe 
 4) School Nursing Services - Sampson 

 New Business 
 1)    Outdoor Wood Burners - Sampson 
 2) WIC Program Federal Site Visit – Sampson 
 3) Accreditation Annual Reporting Process – Sampson 
 4) Journal article on Community Health Assessment – Gearin/Sampson 

 Director’s Report 
  1) Public Health Legislative Updates –Sampson 
  2) Public Health Research – Sampson 
  3) Agency Updates – Sampson 
 Board member Comments/Observances 

 Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
Enc:  BOH minutes February 11, 2014  
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BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES 
April 8, 2014 

 
The Board of Health met in conference rooms A&B of the Polk County Health Department 

Present:   Brian Masters, Pat Schmidt, Rick Scoglio, Erica Kamish, Dr. Arne Lagus 

Absent: Tom Magnafici 

Unable to Attend:  Kim Gearin 

Also:         Gretchen Sampson, Bonnie Leonard, Jaime Weness, Mary Boe, Gregg Westigard 

Chairman Masters called the meeting to order at 10:10 AM. Sampson introduced Jaime 
Weness, the Department’s new Public Health Preparedness Consortium Director replacing 
Marci Wicklund. 

Motion by Schmidt/Scoglio to approve the agenda.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Public Comment:  None 

Motion by Schmidt/Scoglio to approve the minutes from the February 11, 2014 BOH meeting.  
Schmidt suggested that there should be a correction on page 2 to state “preliminary budget” 
should be changed to 2013 instead of 2012. All in favor as amended.  Motion carried. 

Monthly Department Statistical/Financial Reports - Sampson 
Sampson distributed the statistical and financial reports for review and highlighted areas of 
interest. Of note: Birth to 3 program budget without a 2014 contract  so no grant revenues 
received yet; this has happened several times throughout the past 5 years.  Sampson is 
following up with the State program to secure. Environmental health revenues are low due to 
license bills not due to go out until May/June. PNCC and Repro Health program revenues are 
lagging due to delays in Medicaid billing.  Sampson reviewed stats for all Public Health clinical 
programs. 
 
Old Business 
 1.  Communicable Disease Update – Leonard distributed an updated 2013 annual report for 

the  Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance program for Polk County. She also discussed 
the current Mumps outbreak linked to Ohio. Sampson addressed the issue of school aged 
children and the high number of personal conviction waivers. Dr. Lagus recommends using 
the mumps outbreak as a basis for an educational campaign about the importance of 
vaccination.  He suggested outreach to parents with personal conviction waivers as well as 
media and website messaging. Schmidt suggested that the BPH develop a policy statement 
on immunizations. Sampson will follow up on these suggestions. 

  
 2. Wisconsin Well Woman Program (WWWP) Update – Sampson presented the latest 

state information on program restructuring. By December, 2014, applications will be taken 
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from healthcare providers to be providers for WWWP. Service coordination will likely be a 
regional model with 2 Local Health Departments identified per region. Current LHDs will 
continue to be funded for service coordination through June, 2015. 

 
 3.  Community Health Improvement Plan (Healthy Polk County 2020) - Mary Boe presented 

the BOH with the final published copy of the new CHIP. It will be released to the community 
this Thursday at a press conference. Emerging issues of concern noted in the plan are: drug 
use, violence and electronic cigarettes. The liquids used in e-cigarettes have caused concern 
due to child poisonings. There are also being used to smoke meth and other drugs. Dr. Lagus 
stated that the Wisconsin Medical Society has voted to support regulating e-cigarettes like 
regular tobacco products. Lagus suggested that the BOH adopt a resolution regarding such.  
Both he and Sampson distributed recent articles about the health effects of e-cigarettes. 
Sampson will draft a resolution for the next BOH meeting. Other BOH members suggested 
that the county policy on tobacco products be reviewed to include e-cigarettes. 

 
 Boe also distributed a document comparing all counties in the Western Region on the 

measures included in the 2014 County Health Rankings. She stated that there have been 
additional measures added this year which makes comparing progress year to year difficult. 
Of note is that Polk’s adult obesity rate increased. New measures in the environment 
category as well as clinical care have caused Polk to drop in the rankings. Sampson will bring 
more information about the measures to the next BOH meeting. 

 
 4.  School Nursing Services – Sampson summarized the conversation the BOH had in 

February about school nursing services and the reduction in service requests to the Health 
Department due to charging for all time rendered. Smaller schools in particular have 
complained about their inability to afford nursing services. Options to address the concerns 
were reviewed. Masters stated that schools without a school nurse should get a break. Dr. 
Lagus did not want schools charged for health screening services.  

  
 Motion by Masters to fund Luck, Frederic, Clayton, Clear Lake and SCF school districts for 

12 hours per month of PHN school nursing time. After 12 hour per month, those schools 
will be charged at the full rate. Unity, Amery and Osceola schools will be billed for all 
school nursing services/time. Second by Schmidt. In favor: Schmidt, Masters, Kamish, 
Lagus.  Opposed: Scoglio.  

   
 This policy will go into effect for the 2014-15 school year. 
  
New Business  
1.  Outdoor Wood Burners –In response to a citizen complaint, Sampson discussed the 

potential of the BOH developing an ordinance related to outdoor wood burners. There are 
numerous health effects of smoke from these wood burners as well as from things burned 
in burning barrels. Sampson distributed a model ordinance from the DNR as well as a 
handout on outdoor burning down by EPA in Minnesota. The BOH decided there is not 
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adequate public support to proceed with such an ordinance but did suggest public 
education about the issue. 

 
2. WIC Federal Site Visit – Sampson stated that the Health Department is in the middle of a 3 

day site visit as part of a State of Wisconsin WIC Program review. Polk and St. Croix counties 
were chosen to review as part of this audit. The team is from Chicago and has looked at all 
aspects of the program from clinical services to fiscal to general program operation. 
Sampson will discuss the findings at the next meeting. 

 
3.  Accreditation Annual Reporting Process – It is nearly one year since the Health Department 

became nationally accredited and now time to do the required annual report. Sampson 
distributed the template for the report and noted elements of interest. 

 
4. Article in Journal – Sampson distributed a draft of an article she, Kim Gearin and Mary Boe 

co-authored on the recent Community Health Needs Assessment process detailing the 
collaboration between the Health Department and medical centers.  It will be published in 
the Journal of Public Health Management and Practice. 

 
Director’s Report 
Legislative Updates – Sampson reported that the regional Legislative Event is April 21st  in New 
Richmond – all BOH members are invited to attend. She distributed a Save the Date notice. Dr. 
Lagus shared information on Senator Tammy Baldwin’s knowledge, support and commitment 
to health and how integral she was in the healthcare reform legislation. 
      
Sampson presented Masters and Scoglio with certificates of appreciation for their service to the 
Board of Health and thanked them for their dedication and collaboration. 
 
Motion by Scoglio/Masters to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 11:50 AM. 
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