


















MINUTES 
Conservation, Development, Recreation and Education Committee 

Government Center County Board Room 
Balsam Lake, WI  54810 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 
 

 
Call to Order 
Meeting called to order by Chairman O’Connell at 9:10 a.m. 
 
Members present:  Supervisors O’Connell, Moriak, Nelson, Edgell & Dale Wood.  Supr. Johansen 
was excused. 
Others present:  County Clerk, Corporation Counsel, several Department Heads and press. 
 
Approval Agenda/Minutes 
Chairman called for a motion to approve the agenda as published.  Motion (Moriak/Nelson) to 
approve agenda.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman called for a motion to approve the minutes of the September 2, 2015 meeting.  
Motion (Nelson/Moriak) to approve minutes.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Time was given for Public Comment.  
 
New Business 
Time was given for questions on the Monthly and Quarterly reports.   
 
Public Hearing  
Chairman O’Connell opened the Public Hearing at 9:15 a.m. regarding a district change for 
Michael Miller, as properly noticed and interested parties were present.  
Michael Miller: Requests a district change from Exclusive Ag. (A-2) to Agricultural (A-1)  for the 
purpose of constructing a cabin on the property located in the NE ¼ of SW ¼,  and the E 330’ of 
NW ¼ of the SW ¼ in Section 9/T36N/15W, Town of McKinley.  Discussion with applicant, 
Michael Miller and Zoning Administrator, Jason Kjeseth. Chairman O’Connell closed the public 
hearing at 9:30 a.m. and the committee submitted Findings and Fact.  
Action on Public Hearing: 
 Zoning change of the Miller property, approved unanimously. Motion (Wood/Edgell) to 
approve application and move the resolution to the full county board.   Motion to move to 
county board, carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Hearing  
Chairman O’Connell opened the Public Hearing at 9:30 a.m.  regarding establishment of a Public 
Inland Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District for Horseshoe Lake, as properly noticed and 
interested parties were present. 



Chairman O’Connell noted that the County Clerk had received a petition and a map outlining 
the proposed boundaries to form a Public Inland Lake District for Horseshoe Lake on September 
14, 2015.     
Boundaries for the proposed district lying within Polk and Barron Counties. 
Polk County: Sec. 1/34/15 Gov. Lot 8; Sec. 12/34/15 Gov. Lots 1,2,3 & 4; Sec. 13/34/15 Gov. 
Lots 1 & 2; Sec. 14/34/15 Gov. Lots 1,2,3 & Plat of Morning Side Park; Sec. 13/34/15 Gov. Lots 
3,4,5,6 Plat of Lake View Park and Plat of Wycoff Sandy Point Park; Sec. 12/34/15 Gov. Lot 5. 
Barron County: Sec. 6/34/14 SW ¼ of SE ¼; Sec. 7/34/14 Gov. Lots 1,2,3,4,5, Plat of Nessen Park 
and Plat of North Nessen Park. 
 
Marie Hauser addressed the committee as the petitioner and answered questions.  Noting 392 
total properties and 267 signatures received.   
Time was given for public comment.  
Submitted and received exhibits as part of the official public hearing were the signed petitions 
and Chapters 4 & 5 from UW Stevens Point Center for Land Use on Forming and Operating a 
Lake District. 
 
Chairman O’Connell closed the public comment section of the Public Hearing. 
Chairman O’Connell called on Corporation Counsel Jeff Fuge to go over their tasks as assigned 
to the CDRE committee regarding the petition for the lake district. Motion (Edgell/Wood) to 
request the Corporation Counsel to review the signatures for accuracy and return to the 
findings to the CDRE committee for their next meeting.  Motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
Chairman called for a break.  Committee back in session 11:30 a.m. 
 
New Business, continued    
Deb Peterson, Director of Parks and Buildings and Sally Spanel of the Treasurer’s office 
addressed the committee to go over the list of land sales to be offered at auction.  Going over 
the list of 10 properties, all were confirmed to go to auction beginning November 9,2015.  One 
change to one property for the opening minimum bid lowering from $5,000 to $3,500. 
 
Old Business  
Deb Peterson, Director of Parks and Buildings addressed the committee regarding the Gandy 
Dancer Trail Master Plan.  The CDRE committee to review recommendations and changes to the 
plan at their next meeting.      
 
Financial Director, Maggie Wickre presented the Administrator’s proposed 2016 Budget for 
Parks & Bldgs & Recycling; Fair; Museum; Forestry; Land Information & Zoning; Land & Water, 
Lime, Register of Deeds and UW Extension.  Also received at that time: the Capital 
Improvement Plan 2016-2020 and the Grant Schedule.  
 
Land Information Director, Sara McCurdy and Zoning Administrator, Jason Kjeseth addressed 
the committee to discuss the proposed 2016 Fee Schedule.  Motion (Moriak/Nelson) to amend 



the fee schedule for Land Information & Zoning to differentiate between Accessory buildings 
and structures into small and large size categories and reducing the amount of the permit fee 
for the small size to $75.  Small would include any building, addition, deck below 144 square 
feet in size and to include walkways, stairs and fences.  Anything over the 144 square foot 
size would be considered large and the permit fee would remain at $155. 
Motion to amend the fee schedule carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Closing Matters 
No meeting scheduled for October 21stth at this time.  Future agenda items to include Gandy 
Dancer Master Plan update and review, consideration of petition for the Horseshoe Lake Inland 
Lake District and monthly and quarterly department reports.  Next meeting November 4, 2015. 
 
Adjournment 
Motion (Nelson/Edgell) to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned 12:30 
p.m. 
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