
A Citizen’s Guide to Polk County’s  
Manure and Water Quality Management 

Ordinance 

 
The Polk County Manure and Water Quality Management Ordinance is designed to enhance 
public health, prosperity, and welfare by protecting ground and surface water quality.  The Polk 
County Board of Supervisors recognizes that proper storage and management of animal waste 
contributes to the protection of ground and surface waters, public health, other animal and 
aquatic life health, and consequently to the property tax base of Polk County.  This document 
summarizes the requirements of the ordinance. 

  

The following activities are regulated under this ordinance 
 

Animal Waste Storage 

• A permit is required for the construction, alteration, or closure of any animal waste 
storage structure or waste transfer system 

o Permit requirements include:  
 The design, construction, and as-built plans must be approved by a 

professional engineer or engineer practitioner 
 Plans must meet the requirements of NRCS standards and specifications 
 A nutrient management plan approved by a qualified nutrient 

management planner 
 A nutrient management plan checklist submitted annually to LWRD 
 Permit fee to be collect upon submittal of the permit application – fees 

shall be waived for manure storage closure 
• An animal waste storage facility shall be maintained in a way so the facility does not 

overflow, leak, or fail 

 

Unconfined Manure Pile 

• Unconfined manure piles shall not be stacked within a water quality management area 
o Water quality management areas include: 

 Areas within 1,000 feet from the ordinary high water mark of a navigable 
lake, pond, or flowage and 1,000 feet from the high water mark of a 
navigable glacial pothole lake 



Mission Statement:  To preserve, protect and enhance our natural resources 

 Areas within 300 feet from the ordinary high water mark of a navigable 
river or stream 

 Sites that are susceptible to groundwater contamination or has the 
potential to be a direct conduit to reach groundwater – these sites 
include: 

• Areas within 250 feet from a private well 
• Areas within 1000 feet from a municipal well 
• Areas within 300 feet upslope or 100 feet downslope of a direct 

conduit to groundwater 
• A channel that flows to a direct conduit to groundwater  
• Shallow soils over groundwater or bedrock  

• Unconfined manure piles shall be spread and incorporated before the end of the next 
field season following placement.  An unconfined manure pile must be spread no later 
than 18 months after placement. 

 

Feedlots 

• There shall be no direct runoff from feedlots to waters of the state 

 

Degraded Pastures 

• Adequate sod or self-sustaining vegetative cover must be maintained in pastures where 
livestock are allowed access to waters of the state 

 

For additional information please contact Polk County Land and Water Resources Department 

100 Polk County Plaza Suite 120 

Balsam Lake WI, 54810 

Phone:  (715) 485-8699 

E-Mail:  LWRD@co.polk.wi.us 
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