RESOLUTION ZO« o’/

AUTHORIZATION TO USE DOG FUND TO PAY VETERINARIAN FEES FOR
QUARANTINE

Whereas, the County relies on local veterinarian clinics to house unvaccinated
stray dogs and cats for quarantine purposes in rabies prevention and control activities;

Whereas, the County dog fund is used to pay veterinarian expenses for
quarantine, euthanasia, specimen preparation and shipping for rabies laboratory testing
when an owner of a stray cannot be identified to secure payment;

Whereas, some identified owners of animals quarantined by order of the county at
local veterinarian clinics do not pay the veterinarian fees associated with quarantine;

Whereas, the capacity of local veterinarians to provide quarantine services for the
county is limited and will be further jeopardized if payment for these services is not assured;

Whereas, the county rabies control program must include a mechanism for
veterinarian supervision of quarantined animals;

Whereas, according to Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter 95.21(8), the owner of an
animal is responsible for any expenses incurred in connection with keeping the animal in an
isolation facility, supervision and examination of the animal by a veterinarian, preparation of
the carcass for laboratory examination and the fee for the laboratory examination.

Therefore be it resolved, the Polk County Board of Supervisors does hereby
authorize the use of county dog fund monies to reimburse veterinarians requested by the
county to provide quarantine services when an owner refuses or is unable to pay quarantine
expenses. In the event non-paying owners agree to euthanasia versus quarantine, county
reimbursement will also cover veterinarian charges associated with euthanasia, preparation
for shipping to the State Lab of Hygiene and shipping of specimens for rabies testing.
Authorization for payment to veterinarians will be made through the Public Protection
Committee.

Be if further resolved that the County Corporation Counsel will legally pursue
recoupment of all costs incurred by the county as authorized by this resolution.

Effective Date: Upon passage.
Funding Amount: N/A

Date Finance Committee Advised: N/A




Finance Committee Recom

Approval as to Form: .
B. Fuge, Cdérporation Counsel

Date submitted to County Board /0//6/?'7
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Submitted by the Polk County Public Protection Committee:
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