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Station 1: Timeline for the Stower Seven Lakes State Trail Master Plan|Learn about what has happened to date (in blue) and what is upcoming (in green)

March 2018
Polk County Board of Supervisors authorizes 

master planning process

June 2019
County Board approves issuing a Request 
for Proposals for a consultant to assist the 

County in preparation of an update of the 
master plan

February 2019
County Board rescinds October 2018 action 
adding ATV’s, separate silent sports-only trail 
and returns the master planning process to 

the Environmental Services Committee

June/July 2018
Public survey is taken with nearly 2,000 

responses received 

October 2019
Open house and listening sessions are held 

to gain input on adding snowmobiles 
and horseback riders, as well as other 

opportunities and challenges along the trail

October 2018
County Board amends ESC recommendation 

by adding ATV’s to the list of approved 
uses in the master plan , as well as the 

development of a parallel silent sports-only 
trail separate from the original rail trail

May 2018
Trail Planning Subcommittee is formed by 

the Polk County Environmental Services 
Committee

September 2019
Consultant is hired to assist the County

November 2018
Wisconsin DNR sends a letter to Polk County 

detailing deficiencies in the master plan

July 2018
Public hearing is held at Unity High School 

attracting robust public input

November 2019
Draft master plan will be available for public 

review and consideration by the County 
Board

September 2018
Environmental Services Committee (ESC) 
recommends the addition of snowmobiles 
and horseback riding in the master plan
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Question #5: How have you used the Cattail and/or Stower 
Trail in the past year? (select all that apply)

Percentage
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I do not wish to have motorized
ATV's or snowmobiles on the trail

I would like to use the trail with
my ATV or snowmobile

No opinion I am not a landowner within
1,000 feet of the trail
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Question #11: If you are a landowner within 1,000 feet of 
the Stower Trail, please indicate your preference regarding 

the usage of the trail:

Total
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Question #16: Which trail type do you feel would have the 
greatest benefit for Polk County?

Percentage
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Station 2: Community Input Received|Learn about the key findings of the 2018 community engagement process.

Online & Paper Survey Results

Key Findings
•  There is strong support for trail-based recreation in the county.
•  The public is evenly divided on the possibility of adding motorized uses to the Stower Seven 

Lakes State Trail.
•  Nonmotorized supporters are concerned about safety, noise, dust, displacement, maintenance, 

and environmental right-of-way impacts.
•  Motorized supporters want a more reliable and direct route. Snowmobilers are concerned about 

losing access on nearby snowmobile trails across private landowner properties.

Participation

• Approximately 2,000 people responded to an 
online and paper survey (see results below) taken 
in June and July 2018.

•  Approximately 200 people attended a public 
hearing in August. 56 people provided verbal 
comments, with 36 speaking against adding 
motorized uses, and 19 speaking in favor.  
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ATV NOTICE
The Cattail Trail and the Clear Lake to 
Clayton Trail are open to ATV use. All other 
snowmobile trails are closed to ATVs.

Welcome
TO POLK COUNTY TRAILS

WARNING
Club trails (blue) may have lake and river 
crossings which can be hazardous. You may 
encounter ice ridges, drifts, open water, etc. 
Ice crossings are not inspected and are used 
at your own risk.

Gandy Dancer 
State Trail

Cattail 
State Trail

Stower Seven 
Lakes State Trail

Clear Lake 
Clayton 

County Trail

STOWER SEVEN LAKES STATE TRAIL MASTER PLAN

Station 3: Trail Funding Requirements and Opportunities
Understand the requirements and opportunities placed on the trail because of federal funding.

Polk County Snowmobile Trail Map (snowmobile trails shown in purple and blue)

Requirements
• Mixing non-motorized and motorized users is generally not allowed on trails 

funded through the    federal Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP). The 
Stower Seven Lakes State Trail was funded with TAP dollars.

• Exceptions are addressed in the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) 
Framework for Considering Motorized Use on Nonmotorized Trails and Pedestrian 
Walkways under 23 U.S.C. [sect] 217.  
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/guidance/
framework.cfm 

• FHWA Wisconsin Division staff have determined the County would be subject to 
a payback of  up to $600,000 if ATV’s were authorized on the trail.

Opportunities

• Exceptions under 23 U.S.C. [sect] 17 include motorized vehicles for: 

 ○ Maintenance purposes

 ○ Snowmobiles, if permitted by state and local regulations

 ○ Motorized wheelchairs

 ○ Electric bicycles, if permitted by state and local regulations
• Several other funding sources are available for the trail, including 

the federal Recreational Trails Program, WI DNR State Trails Pass 
Fees, WI DNR ATV Fund, and WI DNR Snowmobile Fund. Funding is 
dependent upon allowed trail user types.
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