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PO L K  COU N T Y,  WIS C O N SI N 
W W W . C O . P O L K . W I . U S  

Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk 
100 Polk Plaza, Suite 110, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

Phone (715) 485-9226  Email Sharon.Jorgenson @co.polk.wi.us 

MINUTES 
Environmental Services Committee 

Government Center County Board Room 
        100 Polk County Plaza Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

              9:00 A.M. Wednesday, February 7, 2018 

Member Attendance  

Attendee Name Title Status 
Kim O’Connell Chair Present 
Tracy LaBlanc Supervisor Present 
Kate Isakson Supervisor Present 
Brad Olson Vice Chair Present 
Jim Edgell Supervisor Present 
Lyle Doolittle Citizen Present 
  
Also present were Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk; Sara McCurdy, Director of Land 
Information; Jason Kjeseth, Zoning Administrator; Jeremy Koslowski, County Forest 
Administrator, Larry Jepsen, Board Supervisor; Doug Route, Board Supervisor; Kristen Bruder, 
UW Extension; Paul Heimstead, DNR Forester; members of the public, and of the press. Jeffrey 
Fuge, Corporation Counsel joined meeting at 9:22 a.m. Chris Nelson, Board Supervisor joined 
meeting at 9:29 a.m.   

Meeting called to order by Chair O’Connell at 9:05 A.M. 

Approval of Agenda- Chairman O’Connell called for a motion to approve the agenda.  Motion 
(Edgell/Isakson) to approve the agenda.  Chair O’Connell announced that item 6 agenda will be 
moved to after item 4. Motion to approve agenda carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Approval of Minutes – Chairman O’Connell called for a motion to approve the minutes of the 
January 17, 2018 meeting as published.  Motion (LaBlanc/Edgell) to approve the minutes of 
January 17, 2018. Motion to approve minutes as published carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Public Comment-   Public comment was received by committee. 
Chair O’Connell acknowledged Lyle Doolittle, the newly FSA elected Citizen Member who will 
be serving on the Environmental Services Committee. 
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UW Extension Services- Chairman O’Connell recognized Kristen Bruder who presented 
information to the committee regarding the UW Extension Community Educator Position. There 
are three possible positions Family Educator, Community Educator and Ag Educator position. 
 
Chairman O’Connell recognized Jeremy Koslowski, Forester regarding Timber Bid Approval. 
Committee received 2018 Polk County Forest Timber Bid Summary showing bids. One parcel 
did not receive any bids. Chairman O’Connell called for a motion to approve timber bids as 
received from Koslowski. Motion (LaBlanc/Isakson) to receive and approve high bids as noted 
on the bid summary. Chair O’Connell called for a voice vote to approve timber bids. Motion 
carried by unanimous voice vote. Committee received information from Jeremy Koslowski that 
his last day as Forester in Polk County is Friday, February 9, 2018. 
 
Chair O’Connell recognized Debbie Peterson, Director of Parks and Buildings, who presented a 
verbal update on the Trail Agreement with the snowmobile club. Trail Agreement is currently 
under review in the office of Corporation Counsel.  
Committee received information from Debbie Peterson, Director of Parks and Buildings that a 
meeting will be held Friday 2/9/18 with Administrator Frey regarding Stower Seven Lakes Trail 
Master Plan discussion. Grant information regarding Stower Seven Lakes Trail was clarified. 
Unused grant money goes back to the DNR.  Committee received information from Debbie 
Peterson, Director of Parks and Buildings regarding Cyclova Fat Bike race “Solstice Chase” held 
on Gandy Dancer trail. Permit from DNR will be needed for December 2018 race. 
 
Chair O’Connell announced letter would be handed out to committee. Committee received 
letter from Corporation Counsel drafted by Attorney Ihrig regarding Stower Seven Lakes State 
Trail. 
 
Chairman O’Connell called for a break at 9:50 A.M.  Chairman O’Connell declared the meeting 
back in session at 10:07 A.M. 
 
Discussion Items and Recommendations-Chairman O’Connell called to the floor discussion of 
the property formerly known as the Country Dam.  Property encompasses 37 acres. Committee 
will look at 2002 Resolution regarding Country Dam property.  Committee received copy of 
proposed Resolution No. 04-18: Resolution to Authorize Sale of County Lands Formerly Known 
as the Old Country Dam. 
 
Chair O’Connell recognized Corporation Counsel Fuge for the purpose of providing information 
and addressing questions from the committee regarding the process for sale of tax deed lands. 
 
Committee received copy of Ordinance 01-12: Ordinance to Create Appraisal Committee for 
Sale of Tax Delinquent Lands from Chair O’Connell for committee review and discussion. 
Recommendation on proposed Resolution No. 07-18: Resolution Concerning the Process of 
Sales of Tax Delinquent Properties.  Chairman O’Connell called to the floor Resolution No. 07-
18: Resolution Concerning the Process of Sales of Tax Delinquent Properties. Chair O’Connell 
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recognized Supervisor Olson to address committee regarding Resolution No. 07-18. Motion 
(Isakson/Edgell) to recommend Resolution No. 07-18 for passage to County Board. Chair O’Connell 
called for a voice vote on the motion to recommend Resolution No. 07-18 to February Board Agenda for 
passage to County Board. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Chairman O’Connell called for a break at 10:29 A.M.  Chairman O’Connell declared the meeting 
back in session at 10:35 A.M. 
 
Chairman O’Connell recognized Jason Kjeseth, Zoning Administrator for the purpose of 
providing information regarding impacts of Act 67 and Act 68 resulting in amendments to 
various zoning ordinances.  Committee received copies of: proposed amended Board of 
Adjustment Procedures Ordinance, proposed amended Polk County Comprehensive Land Use 
Ordinance, proposed amended Polk County Lower St Croix Riverway Ordinance, proposed 
amended Polk County Onsite Wastewater Treatment System (POWTS) Ordinance, proposed 
amended Polk County Small Wind Energy System Ordinance, proposed amended Polk County 
Telecommunication Towers, Antennas, and Related Facilities Ordinance, and proposed 
amended Polk County Shoreland Protection Zoning Ordinance. Public hearing will be held on 
March 7, 2018 regarding proposed amendments for all seven ordinances 
 
2017 Damage Claim Approval – Chair O’Connell recognized Chad Alberg – USDA Wildlife 
Services.  Committee received 2017 Polk County Wildlife Damage Claims Summary from Chad 
Alberg. Chair O’Connell called for a motion to accept the claims as submitted, a copy of which 
being attached hereto.  Motion (LaBlanc/Edgell) to approve the nine 2017 damage claims.  
Motion carried by majority voice vote with one opposed (Olson voting no).  

 
Identification of Subject Matters for Upcoming Meetings-   The next meeting is scheduled for 
March 7, 2018.  Items for future agendas include:  Review 2002 resolution regarding old 
Country Dam, Public hearing regarding proposed amendments to zoning ordinances. 
Preliminary Plat review in Town of Lincoln, “Pleasant Acres”, Review Lime Quarry financial 
Information 
 
Motion (Isakson/Olson) to adjourn. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. Chair O’Connell 
declared meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sharon E. Jorgenson                                     
Polk County Clerk  







PO L K  COU N T Y,  WIS C O N SI N 
 W W W . C O . P O L K . W I . U S  

Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk 
100 Polk Plaza, Suite 110, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

                                                       Phone (715) 485-9226  Email Sharon.Jorgenson@co.polk.wi.us 

*AMENDED* AGENDA AND NOTICE OF MEETING 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Government Center, 100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 
County Board Room 

Wednesday February 7, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. 
A quorum of the County Board may be present 

 
 
 

Materials:  January 17, 2018 Minutes 

 
 
9:00 
 
 
 
9:05 
 
9:10 
 
 
 

1. Call to order  
a. Approval of agenda  
b. Approval of minutes for  January 17, 2018 

 
2. Public Comment (3 minutes) 

 
3. UW Extension Services 

a. Community Educator Position 
4. *2018 Timber Bid Approval 

 

Chair 
O’Connell 

 

 

Kristen Bruder 

 

Jeremy 
Koslosski 

10:00 
 
 
 
 
10:30 
 
 
 
 
 
11:00 
 
 
 
 
11:30 

5. Discussion Items 
a. Develop Recommendations concerning usage or disposal of Old Country 

Dam/Woodley Property 
b. Consider revisions to property management provisions of County finance 

policy, including sale of tax deed lands 
c. Review and discussion of proposed amendments to Polk County 

Comprehensive Land Use  Ordinance, Shoreland Protection Zoning 
Ordinance, Board of Adjustment Procedures Ordinance, Lower St. Croix 
Riverway Ordinance, Telecommunication Towers, Antennas, and Related 
Facilities Ordinance, Small Wind Energy Systems Ordinance, and Private 
Onsite Wastewater Treatment System (POWTS) Ordinance 

d. Review and discussion of Functional Areas Assigned to the Committee for 
the Purpose of scheduling Program Evaluation of functional Assigned Areas 
in Advance of the 2019 budget. 

i. Trail Agreement with snowmobile club 
ii. Stower 7 Lakes Trail:  Grant Information and Master Plan discussion 

6. 2017 Damage Claim Approval  USDA – Wildlife Services 
7. Identification of Subject Matters for Upcoming Meetings  
8. Adjourn 
Items on the agenda not necessarily presented in the order listed. This meeting is open to the public 
according to Wisconsin State Statute 19.83. Persons with disabilities wishing to attend and/or participate 
are asked to notify the County Clerk’s office (715-485-9226) at least 24 hours in advance of the scheduled 
meeting time so all reasonable accommodations can be made. Requests are confidential. 

Jeff Fuge 

 

Jeff Fuge 

Jason Kjeseth 

 

 

 

Chair 
O’Connell 

 

 

Chad Alberg 
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