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MINUTES 

Environmental Services Committee 
Government Center County Board Room 

100 Polk County Plaza Balsam Lake, WI 54810 
             9:00 a.m.  Wednesday, March 1st, 2017 

 

Meeting called to order by Chairman O’Connell at 9:10 AM. 

Members present  

Attendee Name Title Status 
Kim O’Connell Chair Present 
Craig Moriak Vice Chair Present 
Warren Nelson Supervisor Absent 
Brad Olson Supervisor Present 
Jim Edgell Supervisor Present 
Dale Wood Citizen Present 
  
Also present were Sharon Jorgenson, Polk County Clerk; Dana Frey, County Administrator; 
Debbie Peterson, Department Head of Parks & Buildings; Tim Ritten, Department Head of Land 
& Water Resources and member of the press. 
 
Approval of Agenda- Chairman O’Connell called for a motion to approve the agenda. Motion 
(Moriak/Olson) to approve agenda.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote of committee 
members present. 

 
Approval of Minutes – Chairman called for a motion to approve the minutes of the February 
15th, 2017 meeting. Motion (Edgell/Wood) to approve the minutes. Motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote of committee members present. 
 

Public Comment:  None 

Chair O’Connell called upon Mr. Frey for announcements and committee information. Mr. Frey 
presented information and updates on Extension and the Governor’s Budget. UW Extension 
contract renewal date is July 1st, 2017.  

Committee received Outline of Potential Changes to the Rules of Order from Mr. Frey. 

Chair O’Connell called upon Tim Ritten and received information regarding the Governor’s 
Budget and impact on environmental services due to funding changes. The committee received 
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a document from Mr. Ritten with the suggested wording below to be presented as a general 
bullet point document to legislators voicing support from the committee:  

 “The Environmental Services Committee of the Polk County Wisconsin Board of Supervisors 
upon review of the Governor’s 2017-2019 Budget understands the joint DATCP/DNR County 
Staffing Grant to be at the new base amount of $8,000,000 and not at the old base amount of 
$9,300,000. Due to increasing threats to natural resources and increasing state environmental 
program requirements on county staff the Committee wishes to voice support for increasing 
the Joint DATCP/DNR County Staffing Grants by $650,000 per year and reducing the Non-point 
Account of the Environmental Fund by the same amount.” 

By committee consensus, this will be moved forward to the County Board. 

Committee viewed the Shoreline Map provided by Tim Ritten indicating areas where manure 
can be piled – 1000 feet from lakes, 300 feet from streams. Map is available on County website. 

Chair O’Connell called upon Debbie Peterson to present information on Land sales. The 
committee received Final sale information on 4 properties, a Summary of Tax Deed Properties 
as of January 2017, and information on future land sales. 

Craig Moriak informed committee his final day on County Board and Committees will be April 1, 
2017 as he will no longer reside in District 5. 

Future Items:  

 March 15th agenda:  

1. Update and Briefing on Permit Expiration Provisions of the Proposed Polk County 
Floodplain Ordinance 12-17 (Ordinance to Enact Amended Polk County Floodplain 
Zoning Ordinance) – Jason Kjeseth.  

2. Subdivision Platt Review  - Sara McCurdy 

3. Extension information/presentation 

April 5th agenda:   

1. Public hearing for Sub-Chapter 12.1 Manure and Water Quality Management Ordinance. 

Motion (Edgell/Olsonl) to adjourn. Chair O’Connell declared meeting adjourned at 11:32 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Sharon Jorgenson 
Polk County Clerk  
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