
 
 

10:00 a.m. Thursday, March 12, 2020  

10:00 a.m. Thursday, March 12, 2020 

Meeting called to order by Vice Chair Arcand @ 10:00 a.m. 
Members present: 

Attendee Name Title Status 
Brian Masters Chair Absent 
Russ Arcand Vice Chair Present 
Dean Johansen Supervisor Present 
Larry Jepsen Supervisor Present 
Chris Nelson Supervisor Present 

   
Also present: Betsy Gerde, Deputy Register of Deeds; Emil Norby, Highway Commissioner/Division Head; Malia 
Malone, Corporation Counsel; Vince Netherland, County Administrator; Brent Waak, Sheriff; Chad Roberts, 
Chief Deputy; Robert Kazmierski, Environmental Services Division Director; Member(s) of the public; 
Member(s) of the press.                                                                       
 
Approval of Agenda  
Vice Chair Arcand called for a motion to approve the agenda as published. Motion (Jepsen/Johansen) to 
approve the amended agenda. Vice Chair Arcand called for a voice vote on the motion to approve the agenda 
as published. Motion to approve the amended agenda carried by unanimous voice vote.   

 
Approval of Minutes   
Vice Chair Arcand called for a motion to approve the minutes of the February 13, 2020 meeting as published. 
Motion (Nelson/Jepsen) to approve the minutes. Vice Chair Arcand called for a voice vote on said motion. 
Motion to approve the minutes of the February 13, 2020 meeting carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Comment – Public comment was received by the committee.  

Receipt of Information from Supervisors Not Seated as Committee Members – Information was received by 
the committee from Supervisor Luke not seated as a committee member regarding Resolution 04-20 Declaring 
Polk County as a Second Amendment Sanctuary.  

Supervisor Nelson and Supervisor Johansen brought to the floor moving agenda item #10 (Resolution No. 04-
20: Resolution Declaring Polk County a Second Amendment Sanctuary County) to between agenda item #6 & 
#7. Vice Chair Arcand Motion to move agenda item. Motion (Jepsen/Nelson) to move agenda item. 

Vice Chair Arcand brought to the floor, for discussion and possible action, Resolution No. 04-20: Resolution 
Declaring Polk County a Second Amendment Sanctuary County.  Discussion. 

Vice Chair Arcand called for a motion regarding Resolution No. 04-20: Resolution Declaring Polk County a 
Second Amendment Sanctuary County. Motion (Jepsen/Nelson) to recommend Resolution No. 04-20 to the 
County Board for passage. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  

The committee received an update regarding the hiring of Information Technology (I.T.) Director from 
Administrator Netherland. A candidate has accepted the position. An announcement will be made at a later 
date. 
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The committee received an update regarding the Fair Society MOU negotiations. Discussion. No closed session 
required at this time. 

The committee received update and information regarding the sale of the Woodley Dam Property from 
Highway Commissioner Norby. Auction will be moving forward as soon as advertising resumes. Supervisor 
Nelson inquired about the funds that would be received and decision to sub-divide the property. 
Supervisor Nelson called for a motion to suspend sale indefinitely until written legal permission to sub-
divide is received, Motion was withdrawn (Nelson/Jepsen). Corporation Counsel Malone and Highway 
Commissioner Norby will look into it. Discussion to be added to March County Board Meeting. 
 

Vice Chair Arcand brought to the floor, for discussion and possible action, Resolution No. 07-20: Resolution 
Directing the County Administrator to Investigate Options for Saving the Clam Falls Dam.  Discussion.   

Motion (Nelson/Jepsen) to approve Resolution No. 07-20: Resolution Directing the County Administrator to 
Investigate Options for Saving the Clam Falls Dam and recommend to County Board for passage.  Motion 
carried by voice vote of three in favor and one abstention. 

Vice Chair Arcand called upon Chris Nelson, to provide information to the Committee/Board regarding 
Resolution No. 06-20: Resolution In Support of Mandatory Minimum Sentences and A Three Strikes Law in 
Wisconsin.  Discussion.  

Vice Chair Arcand called for a motion regarding Resolution No. 06-20: Resolution In Support of Mandatory 
Minimum Sentences and A Three Strikes Law in Wisconsin. Motion (Nelson/Johansen) to recommend 
Resolution No. 06-20 to the County Board with a neutral recommendation. Motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote. 

The Committee received update and information from Highway Commissioner Norby regarding the Recycling 
Center Survey Analysis.  Discussion. Highway Commissioner Norby handed out copies of the survey analysis 
and asked the committee to read through for discussion at the next committee meeting. The Committee asked 
that Highway Commissioner Norby present his recommendation at that time as well. 

The Committee engaged in discussion regarding development of future budget plans to support Polk County 
parks and trails. Environmental Services Division Director, Robert Kazmierski spoke to the committee about 
opportunities to support the parks and trails and will develop a plan to present to the County Board.  

The Committee reviewed and updated the 2020 Work Plan. Recycling Center update, plan to support our parks 
and trails update, building security/remodel update. 

Next meeting: Thursday, April 9, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.  
Items for next agenda: Update on Fair Society MOU negotiations, update on recycling survey analysis, update 
on plan to support our parks and trails, update on building security/remodel. 
 
Adjourn 
Vice Chair Arcand called for a motion to adjourn. Motion (Johansen/Nelson) to adjourn. Vice Chair Arcand 
called for a voice vote on the motion to adjourn. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. Meeting adjourned 
11:35 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Betsy Gerde, 
Deputy Register of Deeds 
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*AMENDED* AGENDA AND NOTICE OF MEETING 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

Government Center, 100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 
County Board Room 

Thursday, March 12, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.  
A quorum of the County Board may be present 

Amendments: 
1Matters Added or Revised by Initial Amended Notice of Meeting 
 

1. Materials: February 13, 2020 Minutes,  2020 Work Plan Draft, Resolutions 
2. Call to order –Chair Masters 
3. Approval of Agenda 
4. Approval of Minutes for February 13, 2020 
5. Public Comment (3 minutes) 
6. Receipt of Information from Supervisors Not Seated as Committee Members 
7. Update regarding positions of: 

a. I.T. Director 
8. Update on Fair Society MOU negotiations. 

Pursuant to Wisconsin Statute 19.85(1)(e), the Committee may convene in closed 
session for the purposes of considering bargaining strategy between the County and 
the Fair Society regarding a Memorandum of Understanding.  The Committee may 
come out of closes session to allow the Committee to seek information from any Fair 
Society representative that may attend the meeting. Subsequent, the Committee 
may return to closed session for further bargaining strategy discussions. 

9. Update on the Woodley Dam Property.  
10. Resolution 04-20 Declaring Polk County at a Second Amendment Sanctuary County 
11. 1Resolution 00 07-20 Directing the County Administrator to Investigate Options for 

Saving the Clam Falls Dam. 
12. Resolution 06-20 In Support of Mandatory Minimum Sentences and A Three Strikes 

Law in Wisconsin 
13. Update Recycling Survey analysis 
14. Develop a Plan to support our parks and trails for the Polk County upcoming budget process 
15. Update 2020 Work Plan 
16. Identification of Subject Matters for Upcoming Meetings  
17. Adjourn 

 
This meeting is open to the public according to Wisconsin State Statute 19.83. Persons with disabilities wishing to attend 
and/or participate are asked to notify the County Clerk’s office (715-485-9226) at least 24 hours in advance of the 
scheduled meeting time so all reasonable accommodations can be made. Requests are confidential. 
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