
POLK  COUNTY,  WISCONSIN 
  WWW.CO . PO L K .W I . U S  

Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk 
100 Polk Plaza, Suite 110, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

                                                       Phone (715) 485‐9226  Email Sharon.Jorgenson@co.polk.wi.us 

	
AGENDA	AND	NOTICE	OF	MEETING	
ENVIRONMENTAL	SERVICES	COMMITTEE	

Government Center, 100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 
County Board Room 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. 
A quorum of the County Board may be present 

  

1. Call to Order – Chairperson Kim O’Connell 
 

2. Approval of Agenda 
3. Approval of minutes for February 27, 2019 
4. Public Comments – 3 minutes per person – not to exceed 30 minutes total 
5. Receipt of Information on Matters Noticed from Supervisors not Seated as 

Committee Members 
 

6. Tax Delinquent Properties: 
 
a. Review of Tax Deed Property Inventory  

7. Parks, Recreation and Trails  
 
a. Updates Regarding Big Butternut Lake Dam 
b. Determine date for Frederic Snowmobile Club Fund raiser (Aug. 31) 
c. Determine what qualifies as an “event” 
d. Update and discussion on all State and County Trails (meeting to be held 

between now and March 13, 2019) 
 
CLOSED SESSION  
 
Pursuant to Wisconsin Statute § 19.85(1)(g), the Committee may 
convene in closed session for the purpose of conferring with legal 
counsel for Polk County who is rendering oral or written advice 
concerning strategy to be adopted by the Committee as a 
recommendation to the County Board on with respect to anticipated 
litigation in which the County is or is likely to become involved. 
 
Following the closed session the Committee will convene in open 
session to make an announcement on matters acted upon in closed 
session and to take up, consider and act upon in open session those 
subject matters noticed for consideration or action on this meeting 
notice for open session or closed session. 
 

8. Planning and Zoning:  
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a. Discussion on Tourist Rooming House Conditions in Shoreland 
Protection Zoning  Ordinance 

b. Comprehensive Plan Update (plan is available on the web site or the 
Land Information Office) 
 

 
9. Committee Calendar and  Identification of Subject Matters for Upcoming 

Meetings 
10. Adjourn 

 
Items on the agenda not necessarily presented in the order listed. This meeting 
is open to the public according to Wisconsin State Statute 19.83. Persons with 
disabilities wishing to attend and/or participate are asked to notify the County 
Clerk’s office (715-485-9226) at least 24 hours in advance of the scheduled 
meeting time so all reasonable accommodations can be made. Requests are 
confidential. 
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POLK  COUNTY,  WISCONSIN 
WWW.CO . PO L K .W I . U S         

Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk 
100 Polk Plaza, Suite 110, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

Phone (715) 485‐9226  Email Sharon.Jorgenson @co.polk.wi.us 

MINUTES 

Environmental Services Committee 

Government Center County Board Room 
        100 Polk County Plaza Balsam Lake, WI 54810 
              9:00 A.M. Wednesday, February 27, 2019 

Member Attendance   

Attendee Name  Title  Status 

Kim O’Connell  Chair  Present 

Tracy LaBlanc  Supervisor  Present 

Doug Route  Supervisor  Present 

Brad Olson  Vice Chair  Present 

Jim Edgell  Supervisor  Present 

Lyle Doolittle  FSA Representative  Present 

   
Also present were Stephanie Fansler, Deputy County Clerk; Nick Osborne, County 
Administrator; Malia Malone, Corporation Counsel; members of the public and of the press.                                   

Meeting called to order by Chair O’Connell at 9:05 A.M. 

Approval of Agenda‐ Chair O’Connell called for a motion to approve the amended agenda. 
Motion (LaBlanc/Route) to approve the amended agenda carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Approval of Minutes – Chair O’Connell called for a motion to approve the minutes of the 
February 6, 2019 meeting.  Motion (Olson/LaBlanc) to approve the minutes of the February 6, 
2019 meeting as published carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Public Comment –Eight public comments were received by the committee.  

Receipt of Information from non‐committee Supervisors on Matters Noticed – Chris Nelson, 
District 4 County Board Supervisor attended a meeting with DNR staff and shared information 
about a the  meeting with the. 
 
Chair O’Connell recognized Tim Ritten, Director of Land and Water and Scott Geddes, 
Environmental Engineer for the purpose of receiving information.  Ritten and Geddes reviewed 
the Storm Water and Erosion Control Ordinance with the committee and set the Public Hearing 
for March 27, 2019.   
 
Chair O’Connell called for a break at 10:24 A.M.  Chair O’Connell called the meeting back in 
session at 10:37 A.M 
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Chair O’Connell recognized Malia Malone, Corporation Counsel for the purpose of receiving 
information.  Malone provided an update on Trail Plans.  The Master Trail Plans submitted to 
the DNR in Oct. 2018 are not approved – basically the planning process is back to where it was 
before Resolution 75‐18 was signed. Discussion. 
 
Resolution No. 10‐19 – action delayed until the next meeting of the ES Committee. 
Closed Session – delayed until the next meeting of the ES Committee. 
 
Corporation Counsel Malone left the meeting at 10:55 A.M. 
 
Chair O’Connell recognized Emil Norby, Highway Commissioner for the purpose of receiving 
information.  Norby provided an update on the sale of the Woodley Dam Property. Discussion.  
Decide on lot lines/easements and have the properties ready to sell in June, 2019.  Norby 
presented a partial list of tax deed properties.  Committee requests a complete list for their 
next meeting.   

Chair O’Connell recognized Jason Kjeseth, Zoning Administrator for the purpose of receiving 
information.  Kjeseth provided an update of the Shoreland Ordinance Comprehensive rewrite. 
Kjeseth discussed the Tourist Rooming House Conditions in the Shoreland Protection Zoning 
Ordinance.  

 Chair O’Connell recognized Tim Anderson, County Planner for the purpose of receiving 
information.  Anderson introduced Nick Osborne, County Administrator and explained the 
functions of the ES committee. 

Next Meeting: March 13, 2019 at 9:00 A.M. Possible Future Agenda items:  Set date 
snowmobile group’s fund raiser (Aug. 31), define what an event is, closed session, Res. No. 10‐
19, update – all trails, review tax deed inventory, tourist rooming house. Land & Water hearing, 
Shoreland Ordinance, Lime Quarry audit. 
 
 

Motion (Edgell/Olson) to adjourn. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. Chair O’Connell 
declared meeting adjourned at 12:15 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Stephanie Fansler                            

Deputy Polk County Clerk 
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Tourist Rooming House Provisions of Shoreland Ordinance 
 
Previous Language from 2010-2016 
 
Article 4.  
 “TOURIST ROOMING HOUSE” means single family tourist cabins and cottages in which 

sleeping accommodations are offered for pay to a maximum of 2 tourists or transients per 
bedroom plus 2, not to exceed 8.  It does not include private boarding or rooming houses not 
accommodating tourists or transients, bed and breakfast establishments regulated under ch. 
HFS 197, or hotels and motels. 

 
 “TRANSIENT LODGING” means any bed & breakfast, hotel or motel that requires a license 

from the State Department of Health and Family Services. 
 
Article 8.D. Special Exceptions –  
 The following uses are authorized upon the issuance of a special exception permit according 

to the procedure set forth in Article 17.  Unless a greater distance is specified, any structure 
shall be at least 100 feet from a residence other than that of the owner of the lot, his/her 
agent, or employee; 75 feet from a residential property line; or 25 feet from a lot line. 
Erosion control plans and storm water management plans shall be required. 

 
1. Hotels, transient lodging, condominiums, including 2 or more single family dwellings for 

rent or lease, motels, restaurants, dinner clubs, taverns, private clubs, power generating 
stations, churches and cemeteries. 

 
(a) Tourist Rooming Houses are exempt from Article 8.D.1. setbacks.  The side yard 

setback as defined in Article 11.C.Table 1. for Principal Structures shall apply to 
tourist rooming houses. 

 
Current Language 
 
Article 4. 
“TOURIST ROOMING HOUSE” means single family dwelling in which sleeping 
accommodations are offered for pay to a maximum of 2 tourists or transients per bedroom plus 2.  
“TRANSIENT LODGING” means any bed & breakfast, hotel or motel that requires a license 
from the State Department of Health and Family Services. 
 
Article 8.D. 

 
Changes in use that require a land use permit- These uses require a permit from the zoning 
office prior to these uses being an allowed use. 

1. Tourist Rooming House provided they meet the following conditions: 
(a) No RVs, campers, tents or other means of overnight stay allowed. 
(b) All sleeping accommodations must be within the dwelling unit.  
(c) All parking must be contained on the property.  
(d) Applicant must obtain all proper licensing.  
(e) Applicant must have 24-hour contact number available to the public.  
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(f) Property must remain free from citation and charges for nuisance, disorderly 
conduct or any other illegal activity, and in compliance with county ordinances, 
state and local laws.  

 
 
 
 
Possible Text: 
 
Article 4. Definition of Tourist Rooming House is amended to read: 
 
“TOURIST ROOMING HOUSE” means a single family dwelling in which sleeping 
accommodations are offered for pay to a maximum of 2 tourists or transients per bedroom. plus 
2.  The local building inspector shall conduct an inspection of the dwelling prior to the issuance 
of a tourist rooming house permit to determine the number of legal bedrooms in the 
structure.  However, the maximum occupancy at any time on the property is 8 people, regardless 
of the number of bedrooms. 
 
 
Leave Article 8.D.1 as it currently reads: 
 

1. Tourist Rooming House provided they meet the following conditions: 
(a) No RVs, campers, tents or other means of overnight stay allowed. 
(b) All sleeping accommodations must be within the dwelling unit.  
(c) All parking must be contained on the property.  
(d) Applicant must obtain all proper licensing.  
(e) Applicant must have 24-hour contact number available to the public.  
(f) Property must remain free from citation and charges for nuisance, disorderly 

conduct or any other illegal activity, and in compliance with county ordinances, 
state and local laws.  
 

Amend Article 18.C to read as follows: 
C. Revocation - Where the conditions of a zoning permit, conditional use permit or a 

variance are violated, the same are deemed revoked. 
1. Permitted Uses: A warning shall be issued when a documented complaint is 

received and verified by the zoning office directly related to the permitted use.  If 
the zoning office receives a second documented complaint within 6 months of the 
first complaint, the zoning office shall revoke the permit. A property with a 
revoked permit shall be required to wait 3 months before they may apply for 
another permitted use. If a permitted use is revoked twice within three years, 
another permitted use permit shall not be issued within a year of the second 
revocation. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

2019 WORK PLAN 

Date  Scheduled Agenda Items  Program Evaluation/Upcoming Issues 

January 
 
 
 

 Finalize 2019 Work Plan 

 Timber Sales 

 Rules of Order review/suggested 
changes –Jan thru May 

February 
 
 
 

 Tree Replacement schedule 

 Wildlife damage/Crop Claims 

 Governor’s Budget & impact 

March 
 
 

 Business Analysis of Lime 
Quarry 

 

April 
 
 

 Recycling Analysis/review 

 Tax Deed Listings 

 

May 
 
 
 

 Review of repairs on dams 
owned by Polk County 

 Budget Development – end of 
May 

June 
 
 

 Annual Report Receipt 

 Review of Functions 

 

July 
 
 

 Annual Reports   

August 
 
 

 Review/Revise 
Comprehensive Forest Plan 

 

September 
 
 

   

October 
 
 

 Budgets/Budget 
amendments 

 Annual Forestry Plan 

 

November 
 

   
 
 

December 
 

 Develop 2020 Work Plan    
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