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                                                      MINUTES 
                                   Health and Human Services Board 

                  Government Center, Conf. Room A&B 
                   Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

                        10:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 14, 2017 
 

Meeting called to order by Chair Bonneprise at 10:00.   
 
Attendee Name Title Status 

John Bonneprise Chair Present 
Joe Demulling Vice Chair Absent 

Jim Edgell Supervisor Present 

Doug Route Supervisor Absent 
Mike Prichard Supervisor Present 

William Alleva Citizen Absent 
Dr. David Markert Citizen Present 

Pamela DeShaw Citizen Present 
Dr. Arne Lagus Citizen Present 

   
Also present Marilyn Blake, Deputy County Clerk; Gretchen Sampson, Dept. Head, Community Services Division; Dana Frey 
,County Administrator;  Wendy Bauman, Director/Health Officer Public Health; Bonnie Leonard, Public Health Supervisor; 
Elizabeth Hagen, Public Health Specialist; Brian Kaczmarski, Director, Public Health Preparedness; Dana Reese, Director of 
Golden Age Manor; member of the press 
                                                                       
Approval of Agenda-Chair Bonneprise called for a motion to approve agenda. Motion/Second by Edgell/Bonneprise to 
approve agenda.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
  
Approval of Minutes- Chair Bonneprise called for a motion to approve the minutes of the January 10, 2017 meeting. 
Motion/Second by Edgell/DeShaw to approve the minutes.  It was noted that there was a typing error in the January 10, 2017 
meeting relating to the number of public housing units in Polk County.  There are 102 public housing units in Polk County.  The 
chair indicated they did not need to have a motion to correct the minutes as it was a typing error.  The motion carried by a 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Comment – None 

Monthly Report handout from the Office of the Medical Examiner was distributed. 
 
Mr. Frey spoke on the development of the 2017 Committee Work Plan.   He suggested that if there were additional items the 
Board wanted to add they could do that at any time.   
 
The proposed Rules of Order changes relating to the role of the Board was reviewed by Mr. Frey with the Board. 
 
Action Items 
 
Mr. Frey handed out information on the Governor’s budget in the area of public health and human services and it was 
discussed with the Board. 
 
Motion/Second (Lagus/Markert) to send Resolution 20-17 (Opposing Making County Veterans Service Officers Optional, 
Allowing Non-Veterans to Fill the CVSO Position, or Consolidating or Regionalizing County Veteran Services Office is Wisconsin 
to the County Board Meeting in March 2017.  Mr. Gates was asked by Chair Bonneprise to give an overview of what is 
happening now and how the proposed changes would affect the quality of services to the Polk County veterans.  Mr. Gates 
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explained what the effect of consolidation or regionalization would have on our county veterans.  He also addressed his 
concerns about having a non-veteran serving as a CVSO.   The motion carried with a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Mr. Frey suggested that the Board could forward Resolutions, In Support of Returning CVSO Grant to Block Grant Format;  
To Adopt the Board of Health and Human Services Policy Statement on the Opposition to Legalization of Recreational Marijuana 
and Resolution on Family Aid funding to the county board with asking that they forward the Board of Health and Human 
Services positon on to our legislators, opposing Assembly Bill 70 and Senate Bill 42. 
 
Motion/Second (Markert/Edgell) to ask the County Board, at the March meeting, to include in the statements to legislators 
support of the Governor’s recommendation on Nursing Home Rates, Lead Poising, Children and Family Aids, to Support Home 
Visiting Program, School Mental Health, and to support Res. 19-17, to Return CVSO to Block Grant Format. 
The motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
A break was taken from 10:55 A.M. to 11:14 A.M.  During that time there was a celebration for Gretchen Sampson to recognize 
her 40 years of service with Polk County.   
 
Discussion Items 
 
Ms. Sampson handed out the 2017-2020 Polk County Community Services Division Strategic Plan for the Board members to 
review. 
 
Ms. Sampson gave an update on the hiring progress on hiring a Director of Behavior Health.  They were not successful in hiring 
in the first round of recruitment.  They have gone through the hiring process again and are interviewing two very qualified 
candidates this month.   
 
Wendy Bauman provided a handout regarding influenza statistics. 
 
Ms. Sampson handed out and reviewed with the Board: Polk County Community Services Division Board of Health & Human 
Services Accomplishments 2016.   
 
Elizabeth Haugen, Public Health Specialist and Brian Kaczmarski, Director of Public Health Preparedness, gave a Power Point 
presentation on the Performance Management Dashboard.  This is an integrated computer based program for use by all 
employees of the department.  It is used to outline the Vision, Mission and Values of a particular program.  Each employee will 
enter into it daily the activities they have worked on and how it relates to the accomplishment of the goals of the program.  The 
members of the board discussed the program. 
 
Dana Reese, Director, Golden Age Manor, presented an overview of how things were going at Golden Age Manor.  She 
answered questions from the board members.  She reviewed the occupancy rates, building issues and the capital improvement 
plan. 

                          
 

 

Future Agenda Items – April-Consideration/reconsideration of County Board priorities in health and human services programs 
Continued discussion on 2017 Work Plan 
June-Board HHS-Committee Rules, Roles, Obligations 
 
Motion/Second by (Edgell/Prichard) to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 12:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marilyn M. Blake 
Polk County Deputy County Clerk 
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