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                                                      MINUTES 
                           Polk County Health and Human Services Board 

                  Government Center, Conf. Room A&B 
                   Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

                        10:00 a.m. Tuesday, April 11, 2017 
 

Meeting called to order by Chair Bonneprise at 10:00.   
 
Attendee Name Title Status 

John Bonneprise Chair Present 
Joe Demulling Vice Chair Present 

Jim Edgell Supervisor Present 

Doug Route Supervisor Present 
Mike Prichard Supervisor Present 

William Alleva Citizen Present 
Dr. David Markert Citizen Present 

Pamela DeShaw Citizen Present 
Dr. Arne Lagus Citizen Present 

   
Also present Marilyn Blake, Deputy County Clerk; Gretchen Sampson, Administrator, Community Services Division; Andrea 
Jerrick, Deputy County Administrator; Wendy Bauman, Health Officer/ Public Health Director                                                                       
 
Approval of Agenda-Chair Bonneprise called for a motion to approve agenda. Motion/Second by Edgell/Alleva to approve 
agenda.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
  
Approval of Minutes- Chair Bonneprise called for a motion to approve the minutes of the March, 2017 meeting. 
Motion/Second by Demulling/DeShaw to approve the minutes.  The motion carried by voice vote with Dr. Lagus abstaining. 
 
Public Comment – None 

Quarterly Report from the Polk County Veterans Service Office was included with the agenda. 
 
Action Items 
It was decided to move action items A, B and C to the May meeting.  These include Consideration/Reconsideration of County 
Board priorities in Health and Human Services Programs, Other committee priorities and Continued Development of 2017 
Board Work Plan.  Mr. Frey will be present for the May meeting and will have additional information for continued discussion 
with the board. 
 
Discussion Items 
 
Ms. Sampson and Ms. Jerrick discussed the resolutions presented to the March County Board Meeting.  They answered 
questions from members of the board about the County Board discussion of the resolutions. 
 
Ms. Sampson talked about the Community Services Strategic Plan Feedback that was distributed at the March meeting.  She 
asked the board if they had any comments or questions and none were offered. 
 
Ms. Sampson advised the board that they have hired a Director of Behavior Health.  Her name is Lisa Lavasseur and her start 
date is April 24, 2017. 
 
The Wisconsin County Human Services Association arranged a Human Services Day at the Capitol and this was discussed by Ms. 
Sampson.  She distributed a handout of the talking points for meeting with our legislators which was also prepared by the 
WCHSA.  She met with staff members from both Harsdorf and Jarchow’s offices. 
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A meeting about meth issues was held with Barron, Burnett and Polk Counties with Senator Harsdorf.  There were 
representatives from Community Services, medical services and law enforcement in attendance.   Mr. Sampson reported that it 
was a good discussion. 
 
Ms. Bauman updated the board on the ethics grant training.  She handed out a summary of the meeting to help start an ethics 
committee for the Public Health Department.   She thinks they have a good start and have facilitators from Clark County Public 
Health, Vancouver, WA and the College of Public Health, Kent State University, Kent, Ohio.  There are twelve members of the 
Ethics Committee. 
 
Ms. Sampson handed out information and discussed the 2017 County Health Rankings for the State of WI.  She discussed how 
the rankings are made and what areas could be worked on in Polk County to raise our ranking to an even higher level. 

                          
 

 

Future Agenda Items – 
May-Consideration/reconsideration of County Board priorities in health and human services programs 
Continued discussion on 2017 Work Plan 
Other priorities 
June-Board HHS-Committee Rules, Roles, Obligations 
 
Next meeting date is May 9, 2017 at 10:00 A.M. 
 
Motion/Second by (Route/Demulling) to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 11:40 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

Marilyn M. Blake 
Polk County Deputy County Clerk 
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