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PO L K  COU N T Y,  WIS C O N SI N 
W W W . C O . P O L K . W I . U S  

Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk 
100 Polk Plaza, Suite 110, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

Phone (715) 485-9226  Email Sharon.Jorgenson @co.polk.wi.us 

        MINUTES 
                                      PUBLIC SAFETY AND HIGHWAY COMMITTEE 

                                                                  County Board Room   
                     Balsam Lake, WI 54810 
                  2:00 P.M. Tuesday, September 4, 2018 
 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Luke at 2:02 p.m. 
Committee Members Present: 
Attendee Name Title Status 
Jay Luke Chair Present 
John Bonneprise Vice Chair Present 
Doug Route Supervisor Present 
Joe Demulling Supervisor Present 
Larry Jepsen Supervisor Present 
   
Also present Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk; Jeff Fuge, Interim County Administrator/Corporation 
Counsel; Emil Norby, Highway Commissioner; Maggie Wickre, Finance Director; Jason Kjeseth, Zoning 
Administrator; members of the public and member of the press. 
                                                                  
Approval of Agenda-Chair Luke called for a motion to approve the agenda. Motion (Bonneprise/Jepsen) 
to approve the agenda.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Approval of Minutes- Chair Luke called for a motion to approve the minutes of the August 7, 2018 
meeting. Motion (Jepsen/Demulling) to approve the minutes. Motion to approve the August 7, 2018 
minutes as published carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Comment  
Time was given for public comment. Public comment was received by committee. 

Receipt of Information from Supervisors Concerning Matters Noticed:  No information received by the 
committee. 

Recommendation on Ordinance No. 48-18: Polk County Uniform Rural Addressing and Road Numbering 
Ordinance was discussed.  Motion (Bonneprise/Jepsen) to postpone  any action on Ordinance No. 48-18 
until March 2019 pending receipt of more information. Committee requests more information regarding  
electronic or other technology available that has the possibility to replace the rural addressing system in 
the future. Interim Administrator Fuge addressed committee regarding information they are requesting 
in relation to the ordinance. Zoning Administrator Kjeseth provided information to the committee 
regarding the ordinance. Supervisor Demulling addressed Chair Luke to call the question. Chair Luke 
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called for a voice vote on said motion to postpone.  Motion to postpone action on Ordinance No. 48-18 
until March 2019 carried by majority voice vote with one opposed.  

Committee received status report and updates from Emil Norby, Highway Commissioner regarding the 
Highway Facility project. Salt shed completion is underway, as well as finishing touches on facility.  
Mitigation of lead paint began 9/4 on old building before demolition will occur. Committee received 
article from Highway Commissioner Norby regarding bridge funding.  Highway Facility Open House will 
be held on Saturday, September 29, 2018 from 10:00 a.m.  to 2:00 p.m. 

Committee received 2019 Budget Update from Interim Administrator/Corporation Counsel Fuge.  
Proposed budget will be presented at September 6 County Board meeting. Committee will review 
individual program budgets at October meeting. Budget amendments will be proposed at or before 
November meeting. 

October 9, 2018 committee meeting will be held at the new Highway Facility Conference room. 

Matters for Upcoming Meetings 

Next meeting: October 9, 2018 at new Highway Facility 

October: Budget Recommendations, Force to Force Training Demo 

Chair Luke called for a motion to adjourn.  Motion (Jepsen/Bonneprise) to adjourn.  Motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote.  Chair Luke declared meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk 

 

 

 



PO L K  COU N T Y,  WIS C O N SI N 
                                       W W W . C O . P O L K . W I . U S  

Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk 
100 Polk Plaza, Suite 110, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

                                                       Phone (715) 485-9226  Email Sharon.Jorgenson@co.polk.wi.us 

AGENDA AND NOTICE OF MEETING 
PUBLIC SAFETY & HIGHWAY COMMITTEE 

Government Center, 100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 
County Board Room  

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. 
A quorum of the County Board may be present 

Materials: August 7, 2018 Minutes; Proposed Ordinance 48-18 
 
Order of Business  
1. Call to Order-Chairman Luke 
2. Approval of Agenda 
3. Approval of Minutes for August 7, 2018 
4. Public Comment (3 minutes) 
5. Receipt of Information from Supervisors Concerning Matters Noticed 
6. Update on Highway Facility Progress 
7. 2019 Budget update- Review and Recommendations Regarding 2019 Budget 
8. Develop Recommendations Concerning Enactment or Revision of Proposed Ordinance 

No. 48-18: Polk County Uniform Rural Addressing and Road Numbering Ordinance 
9. Review and Revise 2018 Committee Workplan 
10. Identify Subject Matters for October Meeting 
11. Adjourn 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Items on the agenda not necessarily presented in the order listed. This meeting is open to the public 
according to Wisconsin State Statute 19.83. Persons with disabilities wishing to attend and/or participate 
are asked to notify the County Clerk’s office (715-485-9226) at least 24 hours in advance of the scheduled 
meeting time so all reasonable accommodations can be made. Requests are confidential.  
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PO L K  COU N T Y,  WIS C O N SI N 
W W W . C O . P O L K . W I . U S  

Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk 
100 Polk Plaza, Suite 110, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

Phone (715) 485-9226  Email Sharon.Jorgenson @co.polk.wi.us 

        MINUTES 
                                      PUBLIC SAFETY AND HIGHWAY COMMITTEE 

                                                                  Justice Center Community Room 
                     Balsam Lake, WI 54810 
                  5:00 P.M. Tuesday, August 7, 2018 
 

Meeting called to order by Chair Luke at 5:07 p.m. 
Committee Members Present: 
Attendee Name Title Status 
Jay Luke Chair Present 
John Bonneprise Vice Chair Present 
Doug Route Supervisor Present 
Joe Demulling Supervisor Present 
Larry Jepsen Supervisor Present 
   
Also present Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk; Jeff Fuge, Interim County Administrator;  Dale Hall, 
Captain - Sheriff’s Department; Nick Bryant, Sergeant - Sheriff’s Department; Emil Norby, Highway 
Commissioner; Supervisor Chris Nelson;  Joan Ritten, Clerk of Circuit Court; Kathy Poirier, Emergency 
Management Director; Steve Geiger, Interim Land & Zoning Director; Jason Kjeseth, Zoning 
Administrator; Brad Runeberg, GIS Coordinator; Megan Hahn, Communications Manager, Robert 
Keopple, Communications Dispatcher, members of the public and member of the press.  
                                                                   
Approval of Agenda-Chair Luke called for a motion to approve agenda. Motion (Bonneprise/Jepsen)                                              
to approve the agenda. Chair Luke called for a voice vote on said motion. Motion carried by unanimous 
voice vote. 
 
Approval of Minutes- Chair Luke called for a motion to approve the minutes of the July 3, 2018 meeting 
minutes. Motion (Jepsen/Demulling) to approve the minutes. Chair Luke called for a voice vote on the 
motion to approve the minutes as published. Motion to approve minutes as published carried by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Comment  
Time was given for public comment. No public comment was received. 

Receipt of Information from Supervisors Concerning Matters Noticed 

No information was received from Supervisors in attendance.  

Update on Highway Facility Progress 

Committee received status report/updates from Highway Commissioner Norby regarding 
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Highway Facility project.  Move in date of August 13, 2018 is on schedule.  An open house for the public 
will be scheduled for some time in September. 

Action/Discussion Items 

Recommendation regarding proposed fee schedules for 2019 
 
Committee received recommended fee schedules for 2019 from Interim Administrator Fuge which are 
incorporated into Resolution No. 73-18: Resolution to Adopt Master Fee Schedule for 2019 Budget 
Proposal. Motion (Bonneprise/Route) to incorporate fee schedules as part of Resolution No. 73-18 and 
move to County Board for review and approval. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Acceptance of Donation for K-9 Dog and Equipment for sheriff’s department from Polk County K-9 
Association 
Committee received information from Sergeant Nick Bryant on behalf of Polk County K-9 Association 
regarding donation for K-9 Dog and Equipment from Polk County K-9 Association.  Donation includes 
$2,000 for K9 Dog, $5,500 for K9 training, and $1,000 to $1,500 for miscellaneous equipment.  

Interim Administrator Fuge addressed the committee regarding the donation and formation of an 
Agreement/Memorandum of Understanding to facilitate future donations. 

Motion (Jepsen/Demulling) to accept donation and authorize Resolution to create an 
Agreement/Memorandum of Understanding and move to County Board for review and approval. 
Chairman Luke called for a voice vote on said motion. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Chairman Luke called for a recess at 5:30 p.m.  until 6:00 p.m. for the public hearing.   

Chairman Luke called the meeting back to order for the Public Hearing at 6:00 p.m. 

Public Hearing – on Proposed Ordinance 48-18: Polk County Uniform Rural Addressing and 
Road Numbering Ordinance  
 
Chair Luke opened the Public Hearing at 6:00 P.M.  
 
Chairman Luke called upon Interim Administrator/Corporation Counsel Fuge who provided an 
overview of the public hearing process. Interim Administrator/Corporation Counsel Fuge 
provided a legal opinion regarding the moratorium regarding address changes and contested 
address changes back to January 2018.  
 
Committee received information regarding the background and administration of assigning 
addresses by the zoning department and the  purpose of Ordinance No. 48-18 regarding 911 
Addressing System from Jason Kjeseth, Zoning Administrator. Brad Runeberg, GIS Coordinator 
provided information on the uniform numerical road naming system. 

Committee received written testimony/comments submitted to Polk County prior to the public 
hearing.  
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Exhibit 1: Letter from Milltown Community Fire Association, Exhibit 2: Letter from Polk County 
and Surrounding Fire & EMS Departments, Exhibit 3: Letter from Nicole Gullickson –Amery Area 
EMS received by Jason Kjeseth were received and made part of the record.  Letter received 
from Jeff Krenz was marked and received as Exhibit 4. Email letter received from Mary Hazzard 
by Supervisor Luke was marked and received as Exhibit 5. 

Committee received information and testimony from Polk County Communication Staff, Megan 
Hahn, Manager/Supervisor; and Robert Keopple, Dispatcher regarding the importance of the 
grid system.  

Committee received information and testimony from Dale Hall, Captain with Polk County 
Sheriff’s Department regarding the importance of the grid system for serving the public. 

Chair Luke opened the floor for public comment and testimony at 6:49 p.m. 9 public comments 
were received by the committee. Public comments were received from Joel Hazzard, Heidi 
Hazzard- who read a letter on behalf of Jim & Bobbi Wagner, and Dennis Gaffney regarding the 
drawbacks of new addressing for Homes Court, Osceola.  Committee received public comment 
from Dale Kahler, Chief of Amery Fire Department; Bob Blomgren,  Supervisor Olson, Craig 
Carlson, Milltown Fire Chief, Bob Jorgenson representing Northland Ambulance, and Lee Huber 
representing Lakes Region EMS.  
 
Chair Luke declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:38 p.m. 
 
Develop recommendations concerning enactment or revision of proposed Ordinance No. 48-
18: Proposed Polk County Uniform Rural Addressing and Road Numbering Ordinance 

Committee discussed Ordinance No. 48-18: Proposed Polk County Uniform Rural Addressing 
and Road Numbering Ordinance. Chairman Luke called upon Interim Administrator Fuge 
regarding Ordinance No. 48-18.  Committee is charged with looking at totality of information 
received in the public hearing and the suggested amendment to 48-18 authored by Zoning 
Administrator Kjeseth and proposing amendments/recommendations. Committee received 
document with proposed amendments to Ordinance No. 48-18 from Jason Kjeseth, Zoning 
Administrator. Chairman Luke called upon Interim Administrator Fuge to clarify the suggested 
amendments proposed by Zoning Administrator Kjeseth.  

After discussion and consideration by the committee, Chairman Luke declared that Ordinance 
No. 48-18 will be on September Public Safety & Highway Committee agenda for further 
consideration.    

Matters for Upcoming Meetings 

Next meeting: Tuesday, September 4, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. in County Board Room. 

September: Recommendations regarding Ordinance No. 48-18, Work plan items – Highway 
Facility update/open house date for new highway facility, Review and recommendations on 
budget 
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Chair Luke called for a motion to adjourn.  Motion (Bonneprise/Jepsen) to adjourn.  Motion 
carried by unanimous voice vote.  Chair Luke declared meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk 
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