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POLK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Minutes from Tuesday, September 17, 2013 

Polk County Government Center – County Board Room 
Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

 
Chairman Johnson called the regular September 17, 2013 meeting of the Polk County Board of 
Supervisors to order at 6:30 PM. 
   
Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of receiving evidence of proper 
notice.  The County Clerk stated that the notice of meeting was properly posted in three public 
buildings, published in a legal newspaper in accordance with Wisconsin Statute Section 985.02 
and posted on the county website the week of September 9, 2013.  In addition, the Office of 
County Clerk distributed on September 6, 2013 copies of such notice of meeting and proposed 
resolutions to supervisors in accordance with Article 3, Section 2 of the County Board Rules of 
Order.  Chairman Johnson recognized Corporation Counsel, Jeffrey Fuge, for purposes of 
receiving legal opinion with respect to sufficiency of notice.  The County Board received the 
verbal opinion of Corporation Counsel that the advance written notice posted and published as 
described by the clerk satisfied the applicable provisions of Wisconsin Open Meetings Law and 
the applicable procedural provisions of the Polk County Board Rules of Order.  
Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of taking roll call.  Roll call was 
taken with 18 members present.  Supr. Engel was excused, Suprs. Masters, Scoglio and Kienholz 
were absent.   
Chairman Johnson led the pledge of Allegiance. 
The time of reflection was not offered due to the absence of Supr. Masters.   
 
Chairman Johnson informed the board that due to the absence of Supr. Engel, Resolution B, No. 
35-13 was being pulled from the agenda and would be presented at the October meeting.   
Chairman Johnson called for a motion to approve the consent agenda with the removal of 
Resolution 35-13.  Motion (Jepsen/Luke) to approve the consent agenda.   Chairman 
Johnson called for voice vote.  Motion to approve Consent Agenda, carried by unanimous 
voice vote.   Approval of the Consent agenda included Resolution 34-13, Resolution to 
Approve Zoning Map Amendment for the Town of Garfield.  Resolution adopted.    
 
Time was given for public comment.  
Time was given for committee questions and answers by the board members. 
Chairman Johnson presented the Chairman’s Report. 
Administrator Frey presented his monthly Administrator’s report.   
 
Katelin Holm, from the Land and Water Resources Department, gave a presentation updating the 
board of the progress being made on lake management in Polk County.   
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Chairman Johnson called back to the floor Resolution 32-13, which during regular session 
of the meeting on August 20, 2013 received a motion to adopt and motion to refer to 
committee.  Chairman Johnson declares that Resolution 32-13, Regarding Interpretation 
and Application of Shoreland Zoning Ordinance is of the floor, stating that the Land 
Information Committee has considered the resolution and has provided a Committee 
Report as circulated in the county board packet.  Chairman Johnson recognized Supr. 
O’Connell, as committee chair of said committee for additional debate.  Supr. O’Connell 
requested that Supr. Magnafici be recognized.  Chairman Johnson recognized Supr. 
Magnafici.   Motion (Magnafici/Kremer-Hartung) to amend Resolution 32-13 as follows: 
 

1. Amendment, by adding another WHEREAS provision, (following line 17), as follows: 
 

“WHEREAS, the public policy of land use regulation favors the free and unrestricted use of 
private property such that provisions of land use ordinances that restrict the use of property 
must be in clear, unambiguous and peremptory terms.” 

 
2. Amend the first resolved clause, (Lines 18- 24), by striking existing initial language and 

inserting language as follows: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the public policy of Polk County shall 
favor the free and unrestricted use of private property, a natural result of which policy will 
lead to economic development and job creation.  In order to carry out this public policy, the 
Shoreland Ordinance shall be strictly construed in favor of the property owner and 
ambiguities in the Shoreland Ordinance shall be resolved in favor of the free use of private 
property. 

 
3. Amend the final resolved clause (Lines 29-31), by striking existing initial language and 

inserting language as follows: 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, pursuant to and consistent with Wisconsin Statute 
Section 59.69(6), this resolution is adopted as a recitation of the fundamental principles 
which govern the interpretation of land use ordinances and this resolution shall not be 
considered to conflict with or as amendment to the Polk County Shoreland Protection 
Zoning Ordinance.” 
 

Chairman Johnson declared a recess to allow the County Clerk to print sufficient copies of above 
said motion and circulate one to each Supervisor.  
 
At 7:30p.m. Chairman Johnson reconvened the Board. Supervisor Masters joined the Board 
meeting.  
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Chairman Johnson declared that the proposed amendment to Resolution 32-13 is on the floor for 
continued debate.  
 
Supervisor Masters requests roll call vote on said offered amendment. Chairman Johnson 
calls for the roll vote on the offered amendment.    Motion to amend carried on roll call vote 
of 14-5, with 4 absent. Voting in favor of the motion were:  Supr. Brown, Edgell, Masters, 
Moriak, Luke, Stroebel, Magnafici, Hartung, Jepsen, O’Connell, Bergstrom, Arcand, Cockroft 
and Wm. Johnson. ; Voting against said motion were: Supr. D. Johansen, Schmidt, H. Johansen, 
Caspersen, and Nelson. 
 
Supervisor Masters requests roll call vote on the motion to adopt resolution 32-13 as 
amended.  Chairman Johnson calls for the roll vote on said motion.  Motion to adopt 
Resolution 32-13 as amended carried by a roll call vote of 14 yes/5 no.  Voting yes: Supr. 
Brown, Edgell, Masters, Moriak, Luke, Stroebel, Magnafici, Hartung, Jepsen, O’Connell, 
Bergstrom, Arcand, Cockroft and Wm. Johnson.  Voting No: Supr. D. Johansen, Schmidt, H. 
Johansen, Caspersen, and Nelson.   Resolution adopted. 
 
Supervisors Reports were given.   
   
Motion (Masters/D. Johansen) to adjourn.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  
Chairman Johnson declared meeting adjourned 8:00p.m. 
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