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PO L K  COU N T Y,  WIS C O N SI N 
W W W . C O . P O L K . W I . U S  

Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk 
100 Polk Plaza, Suite 110, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

Phone (715) 485-9226  Email Sharon.Jorgenson @co.polk.wi.us 

Minutes 
General Government Committee 

                            County Board Room 
Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

              3:00 P.M. Thursday, October 12, 2017 
 

Meeting called to order by Chair Masters at 3:00 P.M. 
Members present: 
 
Attendee Name Title Status 
Brian Masters Chair Present 
Russ Arcand Vice Chair Present 
Dean Johansen Supervisor Absent 
Larry Jepsen Supervisor Present 
Chris Nelson Supervisor Present 
   
Also present: Stephanie Fansler, Deputy County Clerk; Dana Frey, County Administrator; Andrea Jerrick, 
Deputy County Administrator/Employee Relations Director; Jeff Fuge, Corporation Counsel; Maggie 
Wickre, Finance Director; Emil Norby Highway Commissioner; and members of the public and of the 
press. 
                                                                       
Approval of Agenda- Chair Masters called for a motion to approve agenda. Motion (Jepsen/Masters)                                   
to approve agenda. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Approval of Minutes- Chair Masters called for a motion to approve the minutes of the September 14, 
2017 meeting. Motion (Masters/Jepsen) to approve September 14, 2017 minutes. Motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Comment –One public comment received. 

Announcements-Committee received information from Administrator Frey regarding the Highway 
resolutions - they have been through the other committees. 

a. Commissioner Norby talked about construction bid packet #2. 
b. Supervisor Nelson shared information about his visit to the Polk County Information Center and 

expressed his concern about the information received at the September14, 2017 committee, from 
the Tourism director having no ties to what the committee requested. Nelson asked the record 
reflect that he thought the information received from the Tourism Director was misleading. 

Discussion Items-Finance options for the new Highway facility. Administrator Frey provided and in-
depth Power Point presentation of options for financing the construction of the New Highway facility. 
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Action Items – 
     Recommendation on the 2018 capital and operation budget including amendments to the         
administration’s recommendation: 

• Motion (Arcand/Jepsen) to recommend $25,000 for computer and board room technology for 
the board members carried by unanimous voice vote. 

•  Motion (Arcand/Jepsen) to not recommend $10,000 for County Clerk office security 
(redundant) carried by unanimous voice vote. 

•  Motion (Nelson/Arcand) to not recommend $10,000 to provide planning assistance to Salvation 
Army (non-compliance with outside agency policy) carried on voice vote of 3-1.  

•  Motion (Jepsen/Masters) to recommend all 5 IT technical amendments carried by unanimous 
voice vote. 

•  Motion (Nelson/Masters) to recommend a reduction in the Tourism budget by $14,000 failed 
on a 2-2 voice vote. 

•  Motion (Masters/Arcand) to not recommend $2,500 for Tourism to create a new web site 
carried on a 3-1 voice vote. 

•  Motion (Jepsen/Masters) to recommend the General Government budget as amended and 
recommend passage to the full Polk County Board carried on a 3-1 voice vote. 

•  Motion (Jepsen/Masters) to recommend passage of all other committee budgets, as presented, 
to the full County Board carried by unanimous voice vote. 

    Ordinance 58-17- Motion (Jepsen/Masters) Amending Ordinance to Declare the County of Polk Self-
Organized and recommend passage to the full Polk County Board.  Discussion.  Motion failed on a 1-3 
voice vote.  

Resolution 59-17 Motion (Jepsen/Arcand) to Affirming Polk County as Sponsor and Managing 
Coordinator of the Stower Seven Lakes State Trail and recommend passage to the full county board.  
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Resolution 60-17 – Motion (Nelson/Arcand) to authorize Demolition of Polk County Fairground 
Grandstand. Discussion. Motion (Jepsen/Masters) to amend the resolution as follows: Page1, line 22, 
strike “public improvement project” and insert “the County Administrator to collect bids”. Page 1, line 
22, after “Fairgrounds” insert “with options to salvage material as practical”. Page 1, strike lines 23 
through 24. 
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  Motion (Nelson/Arcand) to recommend passage of Resolution 
60-17, as amended, to the full Polk County Board carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Resolution 66-17- Motion (Nelson/Masters) to recommend  Resolution to Authorize Lease Agreement 
with the WI DOT.  Discussion. Motion (Jepsen/Nelson) to amend the resolution by adding Road Salt 
Storage Facility after line 22.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  Motion (Nelson/Masters) to 
recommend Resolution to Authorize Lease Agreement with the WI DOT, as amended, carried by 
unanimous voice vote. Motion (Jepsen/Masters) to send this resolution on to the Executive Committee 
without a recommendation. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Resolution 68-17-Motion (Jepsen/Masters) to send resolution to Adopt Project Budget and to Authorize 
Expenditures for Highway Garage Project on to the Executive Committee without recommendation. 
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
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Resolution 71-17 – Motion (Arcand/Masters)to recommend Resolution 71-17 to Transfer Funds from 
the Sales Tax Fund to the General Fund and to Transfer General Fund Unassigned Fund Balance to the 
Highway Facility Capital Project Account.  Discussion.  Motion (Nelson/Masters) to amend the resolution 
by adding $1,000,000 of cash from the General Fund was defeated by 2-2 voice vote. Motion to 
recommend Resolution 71-17 to the full Polk County Board was defeated by a voice vote of 2-2. 

Resolution 69-17 – By unanimous consensus of the members present, the committee recommended 
Resolution 69-17 Authorizing the Issuance and Establishing Parameters for the Sale of Not to Exceed 
$18,385,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes, Series 2017 be sent to the Executive Committee. 

Resolution 72-17 – Motion (Arcand/Nelson) to recommend resolution 72-17 Authorizing Involvement in 
Opioid Litigation, to the full Polk County Board. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Identification of Subject Matters for Upcoming Meetings – none identified. 

Motion (Arcand/Jepsen) to adjourn.  Chair Masters declared the meeting adjourned at 6:30 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Stephanie M. Fansler,  
Deputy Polk County Clerk 
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*AMENDED* AGENDA AND NOTICE OF MEETING 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 
Government Center, 100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

County Board Room 
Thursday, October 12th, 2017 at 3:00 p.m.  

A quorum of the County Board may be present 
 

 Materials:  September 14th, 2017 Minutes 

3:00 
 

1. Call to order  
a. Approval of agenda  
b. Approval of minutes for September 14th, 2017 

 
Brian 
Masters 

3:05 2.  Public comment (3 minutes)  

3:10 c. Announcements and committee information 
a. Updates on Highway Facility 
b. Presentation on Polk County Tourism Statistics and Facts & Tourism 

Building Agreement 

d. Discussion items 
a. Financing options for new Highway facility 
 

e. Action Items 
a. Recommendation on the 2018 capital and operating budget including 

amendments to the Administration recommendation 
b. Ordinance No. 58-17: Amending Ordinance to Declare the County of Polk 

Self-Organized (County Board Compensation for Term 2018-2020) 
f. Resolution No. 59-17: Resolution Affirming Polk County as Sponsor and 

Managing Coordinator of the Stower Seven Lakes State Trail 
g. Resolution No. 60-17:  Resolution to Authorize Demolition of Polk County 

Fairground Grandstand 
h. *Resolution No XX-17:  Authorization for the Issuance of General Obligation 

Bonds for the Construction of a Highway Facility, Refinancing of 2005 General 
Obligation Bonds and Designation of the Executive Committee to Accept Bids 
Within Specified Parameters.  [This is a working title; the resolution will be 
distributed later this week after bond counsel review.  Note that bond 
counsel may divide this resolution into two or more separate resolutions.] 

i. *Resolution No. 66-17: Resolution to Authorize Lease Agreement with 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation (Road Salt Storage Facility) 

j. *Resolution No. 68-17: Resolution to Adopt Project Budget and to 
Authorize Expenditures for Highway Garage Project  

k. *Resolution No. 71-17: Resolution to Transfer Funds from the Sales Tax 
Fund to the General Fund and to Transfer General Fund Unassigned Fund 

Dana 
Frey 

 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


2 
 

Balance to the Highway Facility Capital Project Account 
l. *Resolution No. 69-17: Resolution Authorizing the Issuance and 

Establishing Parameters for the Sale of Not To Exceed $18,385,000 
General Obligation Promissory Notes, Series 2017. 

m. *Resolution No. 72-17: Resolution Authorizing Involvement in Opioid 
Litigation 

5:30 
 

3. Identification of Subject Matters for Upcoming Meetings  
4. Adjourn 
This meeting is open to the public according to Wisconsin State Statute 19.83. Persons with disabilities 
wishing to attend and/or participate are asked to notify the County Clerk’s office (715-485-9226) at least 24 
hours in advance of the scheduled meeting time so all reasonable accommodations can be made. Requests 
are confidential. 
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PO L K  COU N T Y,  WIS C O N SI N 
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Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk 
100 Polk Plaza, Suite 110, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

Phone (715) 485-9226  Email Sharon.Jorgenson @co.polk.wi.us 

Minutes 
General Government Committee 

                           County Board Room 
Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

               10:00 a.m. Thursday, September 14th, 2017 
 

Meeting called to order by Chair Masters at 10:01 a.m. 
Members present 
 
Attendee Name Title Status 
Brian Masters Chair Present 
Russ Arcand Vice Chair Present 
Dean Johansen Supervisor Present 
Larry Jepsen Supervisor Present 
Chris Nelson Supervisor Present 
   
Also present: Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk; Dana Frey, County Administrator; Andrea Jerrick, Deputy 
County Administrator/Employee Relations Director; Jeff Fuge, Corporation Counsel; Pete Johnson, 
Sheriff;  Wes Revels, Chief Deputy;  Darlene Kusmirek, Employee Relations Manager; Colleen Gifford, 
Tourism Director; and member of the press. 
                                                                       
Approval of Agenda- Chair Masters called for a motion to approve agenda. Motion (Jepsen/Johansen)                                   
to approve agenda. Chair Masters called for a voice vote on the motion to approve agenda. Motion 
carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Approval of Minutes- Chair Masters called for a motion to approve the minutes of the August 10th, 2017 
meeting. Motion (Jepsen/Johansen) to approve August 10th, 2017 minutes. Chair Masters called for a 
voice vote on the motion to approve August 10th, 2017 minutes.  Motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
Public Comment – Time was given for public comment. No public comment was received. 

Announcements 

Committee received Polk County Tourism guide and presentation from Colleen Gifford, Polk County 
Tourism director regarding tourism outreach efforts, staffing of tourism center, and strategic plan. 
Tourism Department is requesting additional funding from Polk County of $2500.00 for new website 
development. Committee received Income and Expense Statement and Additional Funding Request 
form for 2018 Budget. Committee requests copy of tourism agreement for building and facts on tourism 
statistics for next meeting.  
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Committee received handout on budget ceilings, information on budget process, budget 
recommendations, and changes in budget ceilings from Administrator Frey. 

*CLOSED SESSION* -- 11:19 a.m. – (Minutes Separate and under seal) 

Motion (Jepsen/Johansen) to go into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statute Section 19.85(1)(e) at 
11:19 a.m. Chair Masters called for a voice vote on the motion to go into closed session. Motion carried 
by unanimous voice vote.  

*Reconvened in Open Session at 12:20 p.m.* 

Future Agenda Items 

Next meeting Thursday, October 12th, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.  
 
October meeting items:   
 
Recommendation on options for financing for highway facility, Closed session for WPPA – Sergeant’s 
Labor agreement 
Other items remaining on Work Plan:  Paper Reduction, Capital improvement planning, IT developments 
and innovation, Employment issues and trends. 

Adjourn 
 
Motion (Johansen/Jepsen) to adjourn. Chair Masters called for a voice vote on the motion to adjourn. 
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Meeting adjourned 12:28 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Sharon E. Jorgenson 
County Clerk  
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