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                                                   MINUTES 
                           Health and Human Services Board 

                  Government Center, Conf. Room A&B 
                   Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

                10:00 A.M. Tuesday, November 7, 2017 
Meeting called to order by Chair Bonneprise @ 10:00 A.M. 
Members present 
 
Attendee Name Title Status 

John Bonneprise Chair Present 
Joe Demulling Vice Chair Present 

Jim Edgell Supervisor Present 

Doug Route Supervisor Present 
Mike Prichard Supervisor Present 

William Alleva Citizen Present 
Vacant Citizen  

Pamela DeShaw Citizen Present 
Dr. Arne Lagus Citizen Present 

   
Also present Marilyn Blake, Deputy County Clerk; Gretchen Sampson, Community Services Director; Dana Frey, County 
Administrator; Aimee Lerud, Student Intern; Mike Rust ABC for Rural Health and a member of the press 
                                                                    
Approval of Agenda- Chair Bonneprise called for a motion to approve agenda. Motion (Edgell/Demulling) to approve agenda. 
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
  
Approval of Minutes- Chair Bonneprise called for a motion to approve the minutes of the September 12, 2017 meeting. Motion 
(Alleva/DeShaw) to approve the minutes. There was discussion. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Comment – None 

Action Items 

Mr. Frey explained that there were no technical amendments to the budget needed for the Community Services Division; hence 
no action was necessary by the BHHS on Resolution 75-17. 
 
Mr. Frey also indicated that Resolution 72-17, Authorizing Involvement in Opioid Litigation, would be coming back to the 
County Board for further consideration.  He had been contacted by the Wisconsin Counties Association and they would like to 
have broad support from the counties in WI for this litigation. 
 
Chairman Bonneprise recognized Dana Frey, Administrator, for the purpose of receiving additional information. Mr. Frey 
handed out proposed changes to Policy 10, a copy of which being attached hereto, for future discussion. 
 
Mr. Frey indicated that there has been no replacement for Dr. Markert selected.  There are advertisements out in the papers 
for volunteers who fit the criteria for that position.  The replacement member must have been a recipient of services, or have a 
family member who was a recipient of services, from the Community Services Programs.  He encouraged current BHHS 
members to recommend people they thought would be a good addition to the board. 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Items 
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Ms. Sampson introduced student intern, Aimee Lerud from Grantsburg.  She is an associate degree nurse enrolled in a BSN 
completion program and performing her clinical portion in public health with Polk County.  Attending a meeting of the BHHS is 
part of that experience.  She expects to have her Bachelor’s degree in May, 2018.  

Ms. Sampson read a letter of appreciation that will be signed by the BHHS Chairman and by the County Board Chairman and will 
be mailed to Dr. Markert. 

Ms. Sampson discussed the grant application being prepared by Polk, Burnett and Barron Counties to become a regional Meth 
Treatment Center.  She indicated that at least two other entities are also applying for the northwestern Wisconsin Region.  If 
awarded the grant would bring $666,000/year for five years into the three counties for meth treatment.  They are not looking 
to build or lease any other facilities but would expand the services they now offer and would anticipate only hiring additional 
staff to operate the treatment center in each of the three counties.  Burnett County would be the lead fiscal agent for the three 
counties.   

A 2017 Area Health Education Center AHEC Intern at Polk County, Elliana Emerson, made a video about her work in Polk County 
dealing with the prevention of tobacco use by minors and sales of tobacco to minors.  Ms. Sampson played that video for the 
board. 

The board also viewed a future movie trailer focusing on physical activity that will be used at the St. Croix theater once the web 
sited it references is completed. The web site will be PolkCountyOnTheMove.org. 

Ms. Sampson presented another short movie trailer that discussed the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning which is 
currently being shown in local movie theaters. 

A break was taken at 11:00 A.M. and the meeting reconvened at 11:10 A.M. 
 
Mike Rust, Director of ABC for Rural Health, presented a very informative summary of the changes in the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) for 2018 and an overview of how the ACA works.  ABC for Rural Health is a public interest law firm that assists people 
with health care financing and helps people enroll in insurance plans under the ACA as well as other public benefits such as 
Badgercare.    Along with Mike, there are two full time employees in the Health Department during the ACA enrollment period 
that assist residents with enrollment.  There is an intake specialist in the Behavioral Health Department that also assists in the 
ACA enrollment.  Mr. Rust gave a good overview of how ABC for Rural Health staff receives clients and how they can assist them 
in understanding what insurance options are available to them. 

Motion (Prichard/Route) to adjourn. Chairman Bonneprise declared the meeting adjourned at 11:50 A.M. 

 

Next meeting date is December 12, 2017 @ 10:00 A.M.   
 
Future Agenda Items: 
2018 Work Plan 
Update regarding appointment to fill vacancy created by Dr. Markert’s resignation 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Marilyn Blake 
Deputy County Clerk 
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