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PO L K  COU N T Y,  WIS C O N SI N 
W W W . C O . P O L K . W I . U S  

Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk 
100 Polk Plaza, Suite 110, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

Phone (715) 485-9226  Email Sharon.Jorgenson @co.polk.wi.us 

MINUTES 
Environmental Services Committee 

Government Center County Board Room 
        100 Polk County Plaza Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

              9:00 A.M. Wednesday, December 6, 2017 

Member Attendance  

Attendee Name Title Status 
Kim O’Connell Chair Present 
Tracy LaBlanc Supervisor Present 
Kate Isakson Supervisor Present 
Brad Olson Vice Chair Present 
Jim Edgell Supervisor Present 
Dale Wood Citizen Present 
  
Also present were Stephanie Fansler, Deputy Polk County Clerk; Sara McCurdy, Director of Land 
Information; Jason Kjeseth, Zoning Administrator; Dana Frey, County Administrator; Tim Ritten 
Director of Land and Water, and members of the public and of the press. 
 

Meeting called to order by Chair O’Connell at 9:04 A.M. 

Approval of Agenda- Chairman O’Connell called for a motion to approve the agenda.  Motion 
(Isakson/Edgell) to approve the agenda.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Approval of Minutes – Chairman O’Connell called for a motion to approve the minutes of the 
Nov. 1, 2017 meeting.  Motion (LaBlanc/Olson) to approve the minutes of Nov.1, 2017.  Motion 
carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Public Comment- Four public comments offered. 
 
Discussion Items- Chairman O’Connell recognized Dana Frey, Administrator for the purpose of 
receiving information. The committee received from Frey, a written report presenting options 
for the Committee to consider when thinking about future staffing options for the UW – 
Extension office positions.  Frey suggested incorporating Policy 10 revisions with the rules of 
order process. 
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Public Hearing – Proposed amendments to the Polk County Shoreland Protection Zoning 
Ordinance to change the lake classification of Ward Lake from a class two water body to a 
class one water body. Chairman O’Connell opened the Public Hearing at 9:30 A.M. and called 
upon Jason Kjeseth, Zoning Administrator to conduct the hearing. Kjeseth gave a staff report on 
the proposed change and read into the record exhibit 1 and distributed a copy of exhibit 2.  
Chairman O’Connell then called for public comments.  Two public comments were received. 
Chairman O’Connell closed the public comments. Discussion.  Chairman O’Connell declared the 
Public Hearing closed at 9:54 A.M.  
 
Motion (Olson/Edgell) to approve and recommend passage to the full Polk County Board 
carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman O’Connell called for a break at 9:57 A.M. Chairman O’Connell declared the meeting 
back in session at 10:10 A.M. 
 
Discussion Items – continued.  Frey presented the time line and process for completing the trail 
study (4 major trails) and noted both it and the Recreational plan need to be done by the end of 
2019. 
 
Action Items- Chairman O’Connell called to the floor, Recommendation of Commissioners for 
Magnor Barbo Lake Public Inland Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District and recognized Tim 
Ritten, Director of Land and Water Dept. for the purpose of receiving names submitted for 
recommendation. Discussion. Motion (Isakson/Olson) to nominate Brent Norberg, Jered Everts, 
Darlene Marks, and Tracy LaBlanc and recommend the administrator make the appointments 
to the full County Board.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Chairman O’Connell called to the floor, Resolution 83-17 to establish Magnor Barbo Lake Public 
Inland Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District. Discussion.   Motion (Edgell/Olson) carried by 
unanimous voice vote.  
Chairman O’Connell called to the floor, Recommendation of Commissioner to the White Ash 
Lake Public Inland Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District and recognized Tim Ritten, 
Director of Land and Water Dept. for the purpose of receiving names submitted for 
recommendation. Discussion. Motion (LaBlanc/Isakson) to nominate James Kimbllin and 
recommend the administrator make the appointment to the full County Board carried by 
unanimous voice vote. 
Chairman O’Connell called to the floor, Resolution 86-17 Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation 
Ordinance and recognized Tim Ritten, Director of Land and Water Dept. for the purpose of 
receiving information.  Discussion.  Motion (Edgell/Olson) to approve and recommend passage 
to the full County Board carried by unanimous voice vote. 
  
 
Discussion Items – Chairman O’Connell recognized Sara McCurdy, Director of Land Information 
Dept. for the purpose of receiving information.  McCurdy is collecting work plan items from 
other departments to formulate the 2018 Environmental Services Work Plan. 
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Identification of Subject Matters for Upcoming Meetings-the next meeting is scheduled for 
January 3, 2018.  Items for future agendas include: 2018 work plan,  select services from UW 
Extension, Chad Alberg, DNR,  policy 10, tax delinquent policy, evaluate the lime quarry, and 
151 Storm Water. 
 
Motion (Wood/Olson) to adjourn. Chair O’Connell declared meeting adjourned at 11:10 A.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

Stephanie M. Fansler,                                                        
Deputy Polk County Clerk  
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