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POLK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Minutes from Tuesday, December 17, 2013  

Polk County Government Center – County Board Room 

Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

 

Chairman Johnson called the regular December 17, 2013 meeting of the Polk County Board of 

Supervisors to order at 6:00 PM. 

   

Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of receiving evidence of proper 

notice.  The County Clerk stated that the notice of meeting was properly posted in three public 

buildings, published in a legal newspaper in accordance with Wisconsin Statute Section 985.02 

and posted on the county website the week of December 9, 2013.  In addition, the Office of 

County Clerk distributed on December 5, 2013 copies of such notice of meeting and proposed 

resolutions to supervisors in accordance with Article 3, Section 2 of the County Board Rules of 

Order.  The Clerk further stated that the amended agenda was posted in three public buildings 

and posted to the county website at 11:50 a.m. on Monday, December 16, 2013. Chairman 

Johnson recognized Corporation Counsel, Jeffrey Fuge, for purposes of receiving legal opinion 

with respect to sufficiency of notice.  The County Board received the verbal opinion of 

Corporation Counsel that the advance written meeting notice, posted and published as described 

by the clerk satisfied the applicable provisions of Wisconsin Open Meetings Law and the 

applicable procedural provisions of the Polk County Board Rules of Order. Corporation Counsel 

noted that the board would need to suspend the rules of order, pursuant to Article 3, Paragraph 4 

to approve the amended agenda to include the proposed resolutions contained on the amended 

meeting notice. 

 

Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of taking roll call.  Roll call was 

taken with 21 members present.  Absent at the time of roll call, were Supervisors Demulling and 

Stroebel.  Said supervisors joined the meeting immediately following roll call.  23 members 

present.   

Chairman Johnson led the pledge of Allegiance. 

The time of reflection was offered by Supr. Moriak.   

 

Chairman Johnson called for a motion to suspend the rules.  Motion (Masters/Jepsen) to 

suspend the rules for the purpose to allow consideration of approving the agenda noticed in 

amended form.  Motion to suspend the rules carried by voice vote. 

 

Motion (Caspersen/Kienholz) to revise the proposed agenda by adding only Resolution 

51-13 and deferring Resolutions 49-13 and 50-13 until later action.  Motion to amend the 

noticed agenda carried by unanimous voice vote.  

 

Chairman Johnson called for a motion to approve the agenda as so revised.  Motion 

(Kienholz/Caspersen) to approve the agenda as so amended.   Motion (Masters/Brown) to 

further amend the agenda by adding Resolution 49-13 and 50-13 as reflected on the 
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amended agenda, as noticed.  A roll call vote was requested.  The motion to add back in 

Resolutions 49-13 and 50-13 failed by a roll call vote of 8 yes/15 no.  

 

Chairman Johnson called for a vote on the motion to approve the agenda as amended by 

the Caspersen/Kienholz motion to revise.  Motion to approve the agenda so revised, carried 

by voice vote. 

   

Chairman Johnson called for a motion to approve the published minutes from November 

12, 2013 meeting.  Motion (Jepsen/Masters) to approve the published minutes of the 

November 12, 2013 meeting.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   

  

Time was given for public comment. 

Time was given for committee questions and answers by the board members. 

 

Bob Meyer, President of WITC, gave a presentation on Wisconsin Indianhead Technical 

College. 

 

Chairman Johnson called for a 5 minute break.  Chairman Johnson called the Board back to 

order and the Board reconvened in open session at 7:25 p.m. 

 

A second presentation was made by Jerry Martin, Byron Bird and Dan Mossay on the Indianhead 

Veteran’s Memorial Project.    

 

Polk County Forester, Jeremy Koslowski, addressed the board regarding the Polk County 

Forest Annual Work Plan 2014.  Chairman Johnson requested a motion to approve the 

plan.  Motion (Jepsen/Engel) to approve the Polk County Forest Annual Work Plan 2014.  

Motion to approve carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Chairman Johnson presented the Chairman’s Report. 

 

Chairman Johnson recognized Administrator Frey for purposes of receiving the monthly 

Administrator’s report.   

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No.  45-13, Resolution to Grant a Zoning 

District Change and to Amend Zoning District Map for the Town of Beaver.  Motion 

(Moriak/O’Connell) to approve said resolution.  Supr. O’Connell addressed the resolution. 

Motion to approve Resolution 45-13 carried by unanimous voice vote. Resolution adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Ordinance No.  46-13, Ordinance Regarding the 

Appointment and Term of the County Office of Highway Commissioner.  Motion 

(Masters/Stroebel) to approve said ordinance.  Admin. Frey addressed the ordinance.  

Motion to approve Ordinance 46-13 carried by unanimous voice vote. Ordinance adopted. 



 

 

December 17, 2013 
 
 
 
                                                                                     Page 3 
  

Chairman Johnson called to the floor the receipt of the Administrator’s offer of 

appointment for County Highway Commissioner.  Administrator Frey informed the board 

that the Administrator has appointed Steve Warndahl as county Highway Commissioner.  

Chairman Johnson called for a motion to confirm said appointment.  Motion (D. Johansen/ 

H. Johansen) to approve the appointment.  Motion to approve appointment of Steve 

Warndahl as Highway Commissioner, carried by voice vote. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 47-13, Resolution to Appropriate 

Funds for Court Video Teleconferencing Equipment.  Motion (Luke/Kienholz) to approve 

said resolution.  Administrator Frey addressed the resolution.  Chairman called for a voice 

vote on the motion to approve Resolution No. 47-13.   Motion carried by unanimous voice 

vote.  Resolution adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson relinquished the Chair and called on Vice Chair, Supr. Hartung to act 

as chair so as to allow Chairman Johnson to speak on proposed, ordinance,  Ordinance 48-

13.  Acting Chair Hartung called to the floor, Ordinance No.  48-13, Ordinance to Declare 

the County of Polk Self-Organized.  Motion (Johnson/Masters) to approve said ordinance. 

Supr. Johnson addressed the ordinance.  Motion (Johnson/Kienholz) to amend Ordinance 

48-13 by striking proposed language in lines 28-30 and inserting, as follows: 

 

“Vacancies.  Supervisory District vacancies will be filled by special election, held as soon as 

possible after the vacancy occurs.” 

 “Vacancies that occur during or after the 20
th

 month of the term may be left vacant until 

the end of the term, unless one or all of the municipalities within the District request, by 

official action, that the vacancy be filled by special election.” 

 

Motion (D. Johansen) to amend Supr. Johnson’s offered amendments by: striking the 

second paragraph and changing the wording to the first paragraph to: “Vacancies.  

Supervisory District vacancies will remain vacant until the next scheduled election.”  

Supervisor D. Johansen requests withdrawal of said motion.  Acting Chair Hartung 

declares motion withdrawn for lack of a second.  Motion withdrawn. 

 

Motion (D. Johansen/Nelson) to amend Johnson/Masters motion to amend, by striking the 

second paragraph and revising the first paragraph to read as follows: “ Supervisory 

district vacancies shall be filled by appointment by the Chairperson on an interim basis 

until the next regularly scheduled election.”  Acting Chair Hartung called for the vote on 

said motion to amend the motion to amend.  Motion to amend the motion to amend carried 

by voice vote.  Acting Chair Hartung called for a vote on the motion to adopt the 

ordinance, as amended.  A roll call vote was requested.  Motion to approve Ordinance  

48-13, as amended carried by unanimous roll call vote.  Ordinance adopted. 

 

Acting Chair Hartung relinquished the chair and Chairman Johnson continued the meeting as 

Chair. 
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Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution 51-13, Resolution to Ratify Labor 

Agreement with Wisconsin Professional Police Association – Field Services Association 

Local 201 for Period Beginning January 1, 2014.  Motion (D. Johansen/Schmidt) to 

approve said resolution.  Admin. Frey and Supr. Arcand addressed the resolution.  Chair 

called for a voice vote to approve resolution 51-13.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.    

 

Supervisors Reports were given.   

   

Motion (Masters/Demulling) to adjourn.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Chairman Johnson declared meeting adjourned 8:47p.m. 
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