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Polk County Board of Supervisors 
Polk County Government Center - County Board Room 

100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, Wisconsin 
 
 

Minutes of the Special Teleconference Meeting of the Board of Supervisors 
Thursday March 20, 2020  

 
Chairman Johansen called the February 20, 2020 added teleconference session of the Polk 
County Board of Supervisors to order at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Chairman Johansen recognized the County Clerk for purposes of receiving evidence of proper 
notice. The County Clerk stated that the notice of meeting and amended agenda was properly 
posted in the Government Center Building in two places, and was published electronically on 
the County website at 11:38 a.m. on March 19, 2020.  In addition, the Office of the County Clerk 
distributed on March 19, 2020 copies of such notice of meeting and proposed resolutions to 
supervisors and media via e-mail or in person in accordance with Article 3, Section 2 of the 
County Board Rules of Order.  
 
The County Board received opinion from Corporation Counsel Malone that the initial advance 
written notice, posted and published as described by the Clerk satisfied the applicable provision 
of Wisconsin Open Meetings Law and the applicable procedural provisions of the Polk County 
Board Rules of Order.  
 
Chairman Johansen recognized the County Clerk for purposes of taking roll call. Fourteen 
County Board Supervisors were present representing a quorum. Absent and excused was 
Supervisor Brad Olson.  
 
Chairman Johansen led the County Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Chairman Johansen called to the floor for a time of reflection. Time of reflection regarding the 
COVID-19 pandemic was offered by Supervisor Masters.  
 
Chairman Johansen called to the floor a motion to suspend the Rules of Order to allow 
telephonic/video meeting and to address matters on this Agenda that have not yet been to a 
committee. Matters of: Resolution No. 09-20: To Provide County Administration Emergency 
Administrative Flexibility for COVID 19. and Resolution No. 10-20: To Establish a Separate 
COVID-19 Virus Fund to Track Expenses. Motion (Masters/Jepsen) to address matters on this 
Agenda that have not yet been to a committee.  Chairman Johansen called for a voice vote.  
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  
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Time was given for the County Board Chairperson’s report.  Chairman Johansen provided 
information regarding meetings attended.  
 
Chairman Johansen called upon Administrator Netherland for the Administrator’s report. The 
County Board received information from Administrator Netherland regarding the many COVID-
19 staff meetings being held to set up processes for structure and communication throughout 
the county.  And Incident Command System has been set up as well as an Executive team to set 
policy regarding the operations of the county.   
 
Administrator Netherland announced the retirement of Finance Director, Maggie Wickre. 
 
Administrator Netherland announced that Chad Roberts is the new General Government 
Division Director and will be transitioning out of his role in the Sheriff’s Department into the 
new role as Division Director.  
 
Chairman Johansen called to the floor Resolution 05-20: Resolution to Set Compensation for 
Elected Officials Term for 2021-2024.  Motion (Bonneprise/Luke) to adopt Resolution No. 05-
20: Resolution to Set Compensation for Elected Officials Term for 2021-2024.  
Chairman Johansen called upon Supervisor Masters; and Supervisor Arcand to provide 
information to the County Board regarding the resolution.  County Board engaged in discussion 
regarding the resolution. Chairman Johansen called for a voice vote on the motion to adopt 
Resolution No. 05-20.  Motion to adopt Resolution No. 05-20: Resolution to Set Compensation 
for Elected Officials Term for 2021-2024 carried by unanimous voice vote.   
 
Chairman Johansen called to the floor Resolution No.  09-20: To Provide County Administration 
Emergency Administrative Flexibility for COVID-19.  Motion (Larsen/Luke) to adopt Resolution 
09-20: To Provide County Administration Emergency Administrative Flexibility for COVID-19.  
Chairman Johansen called upon Administrator Netherland to provide information to the County 
Board regarding the resolution.  County Board engaged in discussion regarding the resolution.  
Motion made by Supervisor Prichard to amend Resolution No. 09-20 to put a $5,000,000 limit 
on the administration for funding expenses due to COVID-19.  Motion to amend resolution died 
for lack of second. Chairman Johansen called for a voice vote on the motion to adopt Resolution 
No. 09-20.  Motion to adopt Resolution 09-20: To Provide County Administration Emergency 
Administrative Flexibility for COVID 19 as written, carried by unanimous voice vote.    
 
Chairman Johansen called to the floor Resolution No. 10-20: Resolution to Establish a Separate 
COVID-19 Virus Fund to Track Expenses.  Chairman Johansen called for a motion to adopt 
Resolution No. 10-20.  Motion (Masters/Route) to adopt Resolution No. 10-20: Resolution to 
Establish a Separate COVID-19 Virus Fund to Track Expenses. Chairman Johansen called upon 
Administrator Netherland and Corporate Counsel Malone to provide information to the County 
Board regarding the resolution.  County Board engaged in discussion regarding the resolution.  
Motion (Prichard/Masters) to amend Resolution 10-20 in line 1 adding the word “may” after 
the word County and changing the word experienced to experience to read, “WHEREAS, Polk 
County may experience widespread Covid-19 virus; and.”  In lines 17-18 adding the words 
“incurred by” after the word expense, striking the words “that would” and adding “to” to read 
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“the establishment of a special revenue fund to accumulate the expenses incurred by Polk 
County to keep our Citizens and Employees safe and reduce the spread of Covid-19 virus.”   
Chairman Johansen called for a voice vote on the motion to amend Resolution 10-20.  Motion 
to amend Res. No. 10-20 passed by unanimous voice vote.  Chairman Johansen called for a 
voice vote to adopt Resolution No. 10-20 as amended. Motion to adopt amended Resolution 
10-20: Resolution to Establish a Separate COVID-19 Virus Fund to Track Expenses carried by 
unanimous voice vote.   
 
Time was given for Supervisors Comments.  Several Supervisors offered comments 
commending and thanking Supervisors that will no longer be serving following the April 7th 
election.  
 
Chairman Johansen called for a motion to adjourn. Motion (Bonneprise/Larsen) to adjourn. 
Chairman Johansen called for a voice vote on the motion to adjourn. Motion to adjourn carried 
by unanimous voice vote.  Chairman Johansen declared meeting adjourned 12:42 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Lisa R. Ross, Polk County Clerk 
 
 
 





PO L K  COU N T Y,  WIS C O N SI N 
W W W . C O . P O L K . W I . U S  

*AMENDED* Notice of Meeting and Agenda 
Notice of Meeting and Agenda 

Polk County Board of Supervisors 
Friday March 20, 2020, 12:00 (noon) 

1 Teleconference Virtual (Skype and Telephone) Meeting 
 

Amendments: 
1Matters Added or Revised by Initial Amended Notice of Meeting 

 
1Where: Teleconference Virtual (Skype and telephone).  Members of the public wishing to listen to 
the open meeting should call 1-425-436-6378 and the conference code is 618452.   
 
Because of the nature of this meeting, there will not be an option for public comment; however, 
members of the public who would like to make a written comment prior to the meeting may email 
their comments to: countyclerk@co.polk.wi.us .  You may also mail in comments to the topics, 
however they may not be received and provided to the Supervisors by the date of the meeting. The 
mailing address is: 

Polk County Government Center 
100 Polk Plaza, Ste. 110 
Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

 
Order of Business: 

1. Call to Order 
2. Receipt of Evidence and Opinion on Proper Notice, incorporating Wisconsin Department 

of Justice’s advisory opinion issued on March 16, 2020 allowing virtual meetings. 
3. Roll Call 
4. Pledge of Allegiance 
5. Time of Reflection 
6. Consider a Motion to Suspend the Rules of Order to allow telephonic/video meeting and 

to address matters on this Agenda that have not yet been to a committee (noted below 
with “*”). REQUIRES a 2/3 majority vote of those participating in the meeting. 

7. Board Chairman Report 
8. Administrator’s Report  
9. Resolutions and Other Board Action: 

a. Resolution 05-20: Resolution to Set Compensation for Elected Officials Term for 
2021-2024. 

b. * Resolution 09-20 to Provide County Administration Emergency Administrative 
Flexibility for COVID 19. 

c. * Resolution 10-20 to Establish a Separate COVID-19 Virus Fund to Track 
Expenses. 

d. Entertain a Motion to Ratify Emergency Declaration of the Board Chair related to 
the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 

10. Supervisors’ Announcements 
11. Adjourn 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/
mailto:countyclerk@co.polk.wi.us































