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PO L K  COU N T Y,  WIS C O N SI N 
W W W . C O . P O L K . W I . U S         

Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk 
100 Polk Plaza, Suite 110, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

Phone (715) 485-9226  Email Sharon.Jorgenson @co.polk.wi.us 

MINUTES 
Environmental Services Committee 

Government Center County Board Room 
        100 Polk County Plaza Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

              9:00 A.M. Wednesday, May 8, 2019 

Member Attendance  

Attendee Name Title Status 
Kim O’Connell Chair Present 
Tracy LaBlanc Supervisor Present 
Doug Route Supervisor Present 
Brad Olson Vice Chair Present 
Jim Edgell Supervisor Present 
Lyle Doolittle FSA Representative Present 
  
Also present were Stephanie Fansler, Deputy County Clerk; Nick Osborne, County 
Administrator; Malia Malone, Corporation Counsel; Joseph Loso, Assistant Corporation Counsel; 
members of the public and of the press.                                                      

Meeting called to order by Chair O’Connell at 9:04 A.M. 

Approval of Agenda- Chair O’Connell called for a motion to approve the amended agenda. 
Motion (LaBlanc/Route) to approve the amended agenda carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Approval of Minutes – Chair O’Connell called for a motion to approve the minutes of the April 
24, 2019 meeting.  Motion (Olson/Edgell) to approve the minutes of the April 24, 2019 meeting 
as published carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Public Comment –Twelve public comments were received by the committee.  

Receipt of Information from non-committee Supervisors on Matters Noticed – none offered. 
 
Chair O’Connell recognized Nick Osborne, Administrator for the purpose of receiving 
information. Osborne provided the committee with Trail updates.  
 
Chair O’Connell recognized Patrick Beilfuss of Cedar Corporation for the purpose of receiving 
information.  Beilfuss presented Trail Planning Considerations for general discussion.  
 
Chair O’Connell recognized Mark Gossman, Forester for the purpose of receiving information.  
Gossman provided the committee with an update on the currant trail maintenance project.   
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Chair O’Connell called for a motion to recess.  Motion (Olson/Route) to recess passed by 
unanimous voice vote. Chair O’Connell called for a recess at 10:03 a.m. Chair O’Connell called 
the meeting back in session at 10:14 a.m. 
 
Public Hearing 
Chair O’Connell opened the Public Hearing for proposed amendments to the Polk County 
Chapter 18 Subdivision Ordinance at 10:15 a.m.  Jason Kjeseth, Zoning Administrator presented 
a staff report. Chair O’Connell called for public comments.  No public comments offered. No 
correspondence from local municipalities.  Kjeseth completed the findings of fact and 
conclusions of Law. Chair O’Connell closed the Public Hearing at 10:20 a.m.  Discussion. Motion 
(Edgell/Olson) to enact the proposed amendments to the Chapter 18 Subdivision Ordinance 
and recommend passage to the full County Board passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Chair O’Connell recognized Amanda Nissen, Treasurer for the purpose of receiving information. 
Nissen provided a list of properties that just went into Tax Deed and are in the 45 day 
redemption period.  Committee will set prices for these properties in June. 
 
Chair O’Connell called for a motion to convene in closed session at 10:30 a. m. Motion 
(Olson/LaBlanc) to convene in closed session, pursuant to Wisconsin Statute Sec 19.85 (1)(g), to 
receive a verbal legal opinion from Corporation Counsel carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Chair O’Connell requested the minutes reflect the attendance of Corporation Counsel Malia 
Malone, Deputy Stephanie Fansler, Assistant Corporation Counsel Joseph Loso, and 
Administrator Nick Osborne in closed session. 
 
Closed Session 10:30 a.m.  (Minutes separate and under seal) 
 
 
Chair O’Connell called for a motion to recess.  Motion (Olson/Edgell) to recess passed by 
unanimous voice vote. Chair O’Connell called for a recess at 10:30 a.m. Chair O’Connell called 
the meeting back in session at 10:45 a.m. and announced that the only action taken in closed 
session was to come back to open session.  
 
Chair O’Connell recognized Ken Spelz, Brad Arkell and Megan Langer for the purpose of 
receiving information.  Arkell presented a Citizen Proposed Polk County Shoreland Protection 
Zoning Ordinance.  
Chair O’Connell recognized Randy Langkos and Charles Torrance for the purpose of receiving 
information.  Langkos and Torrance made suggestions to the Proposed Polk County Shoreland 
Protection Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Corporation Counsel Malone left the meeting at 12:15 p.m. 
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Chair O’Connell recognized Steve Geiger, Division Head for the purpose of receiving 
information.  Geiger presented information regarding a garage encroachment.  Motion 
(Olson/Edgell) to sell the affected property to Jeffrey Martinson passed by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
Chair O’Connell recognized Tim Ritten, Director of Land and Water to present the Spring, 2019 
Director’s report. 
 
Next Meeting: May22, 2019 at 9:00 A.M. Future agenda items: 2 public hearings, Big Butternut 
Dam discussion and action, Tourist rooming house ordinance discussion and action, Update on 
the AT&T lease, update Kennedy Dam.   
 
Motion (Olson/Edgell) to adjourn. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. Chair O’Connell 
declared meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Stephanie Fansler                            
Deputy Polk County Clerk 




























