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Polk County Board of Supervisors 
Polk County Government Center - County Board Room 

100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, Wisconsin 
 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors 
Tuesday, May 19, 2020  

This meeting was available for viewing through Webex videoconference and teleconference 

 
Chairman Nelson called the May 19, 2020 special session via Webex video conference of the 
Polk County Board of Supervisors to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Chairman Nelson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of receiving evidence of proper 
notice. The County Clerk stated that the notice of meeting was properly posted in the 
Government Center Building, posted on the County website, and was distributed to supervisors 
and media contacts on Friday May 8, 2020 at 7:44 p.m. The notice and agenda was also 
published in a legal newspaper the week of May 11, 2020. The Amended Agenda was posted in 
the Government Center, posted on the County website, and copies of such notice of meeting 
distributed to the Supervisors and media via email or mail on Friday May 15, 2020. 
In accordance with Wisconsin Statute Section 985.02 and with Article 3, Section 2 of the County 
Board Rules of Order.   
 
The County Board received opinion from Corporation Counsel Malone that the initial advance 
written notice, posted and published as described by the Clerk satisfied the applicable provision 
of Wisconsin Open Meetings Law and the applicable procedural provisions of the Polk County 
Board Rules of Order.  
 
Chairman Nelson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of taking roll call. Fourteen County 
Board Supervisors were present representing a quorum. Chairman Nelson and Supervisors:  
Doug Route, Chris Nelson, Tracy LaBlanc, Brian Masters, Jim Edgell, Kim O’Connell, Amy 
Middleton, Jay Luke, Fran Duncanson, Russ Arcand, John Bonneprise and Joe Demulling, Steve 
Warndahl were present at the government center.  Supervisors: and Michael Prichard attended 
the virtual meeting via Webex.  Absent: Brad Olson.  Supervisor Olson arrived at the meeting in 
person at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Chairman Nelson called upon Supervisor Bonneprise for introduction of person to lead the 
County Board in the Pledge of Allegiance for tonight’s meeting. Sheriff Brent Waak led the 
County Board in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Time was given for Committee Members to disclose any conflicts of interest regarding matters 
noticed on the agenda.  Corporation Counsel Malone provided legal opinion to the Board 
stating Supervisors employed by taxing jurisdictions should abstain from voting on Resolution 
14-20, agenda item 12c.   
 
Chairman Nelson called to the floor consideration and approval of the amended agenda.  
Motion (Masters/O’Connell) to strike agenda items# 13 and #14 and closed session from 
agenda and to approve agenda as amended.  These items have not made any progress in the 
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General Government or Executive Committee meetings, no updates for the County Board at 
this time. Chairman Nelson called for a voice vote on the motion to adopt the amended agenda 
as corrected. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman Nelson called to the floor for approval of the Consent Agenda. Motion 
(Warndahl/Demulling) to adopt the Consent Agenda as noticed. Chairman Nelson called for a 
voice vote on the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda. Motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote. Matters adopted under the Consent Agenda:  Minutes from April 21, 2020, May 1, 2020 
and May 5, 2020 County Board sessions adopted as published. 
 
Time was given for public comment.  No public comments were received by County Board. 
 
Time was given for the County Board Chairperson’s report.  Chairman Nelson provided 
information regarding receiving weekly updates from municipalities, Village Mayors Town 
Chairs.    
 
Time was given for Supervisor’s reports regarding outside meetings attended. Supervisors 
Bonneprise, Edgell and Duncanson gave updates on the Health & Human Services Board 
Meeting.  Supervisors O’Connell gave updates on Environmental Services Committee Meeting. 
Supervisor Edgell provided an announcement that the Housing Committee will be meeting this 
Thursday. 
 
Administrator Netherland addressed the board with the Administrator’s Report.  Updates 
regarding COVID-19 statistics and budget, Supervisors and upcoming goal setting exercises and 
meetings, and an update on the CJCC (Criminal Justice Collaborating Counsel) Don Wortham 
interim coordinator of CJCC.  
 
Administrator Netherland announced the appointments of Sabrina Meddaugh, Dr. Arne Laugs 
and Bill Alleva as citizen members to the Health & Human Services Board.  And Tom Magnafici as 
citizen member to the West Central WI Regional Planning Committee. Motion 
(LaBlanc/Demulling) to confirm appointments carried by majority voice vote. Chairman Nelson 
called for voice vote on motion.  Motion passed by majority voice vote.  
 
Chairman Nelson called for a motion to bring Resolution 04-20 to the floor. Motion 
(Masters/Warndahl) to bring to the floor Resolution 04-20: Resolution Declaring Polk County 
Wisconsin A Second Amendment Sanctuary County.  Chairman Nelson called upon Sheriff Waak 
and Supervisor Masters to provide information regarding the resolution.  The Board engaged in 
discussion on the resolution.  Supervisor Masters called for the question to adopt Resolution 
04-20. Chairman Nelson called for a roll call vote on the motion to adopt Resolution No. 04-20. 
Motion carried by majority roll call vote of 10 in favor and 5 opposed.   
(Supervisors Opposed: Prichard, Edgell, Middleton, Luke, Duncanson) 
 
Chairman Nelson called for a motion to bring Resolution 06-20 to the floor.   Motion 
(Masters/O’Connell) to bring to the floor Resolution 06-20: Resolution In Support Of 
Mandatory Minimum Sentences And A Three Strikes Law In Wisconsin. Chairman Nelson 
relinquished the gavel to First Vice Chairman Bonneprise as the sponsor of Resolution 06-20 
and for the purpose of comment. Vice Chair Bonneprise called upon Chairman Nelson to 
provide information regarding the resolution.   The Board engaged in discussion on the 
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resolution.  Motion (Prichard/Nelson) to amend lines 33 and 34 by adding the words “violent” 
before the word criminal and “felony” after the word criminal to read,  

“that requires mandatory incarceration for violent criminal felony convictions after 
a defendant has already had two violent criminal felony convictions within the 10 
years prior.”   

Vice Chair Bonneprise called for a voice vote on motion to amend resolution.  Motion carried 
by majority voice vote.  Supervisor Masters called the question to adopt Resolution 06-20 as 
amended.  Vice Chair Bonneprise called for a voice vote on the motion to adopt Resolution No. 
06-20 as amended. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Vice Chair Bonneprise relinquished the gavel to Chairman Nelson.  
 
Chairman Nelson called for a motion to adopt Resolution 14-20.  Motion (Olson/Warndahl) to 
adopt Resolution 14-20: Resolution Regarding Act 185 to Defer July Property Tax Payments to 
October 2020.   Chairman Nelson called upon General Government Division Director, Chad 
Roberts, and County Treasurer, Amanda Nissen, to provide information regarding the 
resolution.  The Board engaged in discussion on the resolution.  Chairman Nelson called for a 
roll call vote on the motion to adopt Resolution No. 14-20.  Motion defeated by lack of majority 
roll call vote with 2 in favor and 10 opposed and 3 abstentions.   
(Supervisors abstaining from voting: LaBlanc, Masters and Duncanson.   
Supervisors opposed: Route, Warndahl, Nelson, Prichard, Edgell, O’Connell, Middleton, Luke, 
Bonneprise and Demulling) 
 
Time was given for Supervisors announcements.  No announcements were received. 
 
Chairman Nelson called for a motion to adjourn. Motion (Bonneprise/Masters) to adjourn. 
Chairman Nelson called for a voice vote on the motion to adjourn. Motion to adjourn carried by 
unanimous voice vote.  Chairman Nelson declared meeting adjourned 7:55 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 16, 2020 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Lisa R. Ross, Polk County Clerk 
 
 
 



PO L K  COU N T Y,  WIS C O N SI N 
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*AMENDED* Notice of Added Special Meeting and Agenda 
Polk County Board of Supervisors 

6:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 19, 2020 
Virtual, Open Meeting via Webex Video Conference or Phone 

Amendments: 
1 Matters Added, Revised or Struck by Initial Amended Notice of Meeting 

Webex Virtual Meeting Info: 
Meeting Number (access code): 967 164 103 
Password: 519BoardMeeting 
    Join Online: https://polkwi.webex.com   
    Join by Phone: 1-408-418-9388  
 
Order of Business: 

1. Call to Order 
2. Receipt of Evidence and Opinion on Proper Notice 
3. Roll Call 
4. Pledge of Allegiance 
5. 1 Time of Reflection 
5. 1 Disclosure of Board Member Conflicts of Interest Regarding Matters Noticed On this 

Agenda 
6. Approval of Agenda  
7. Matters Offered For Adoption on Consent Agenda: 

a. Consideration/corrections to the published minutes from April 21, 2020 County Board 
Meeting 

b. Consideration/corrections to the published minutes from May 1, 2020 County Board 
Emergency, Special Meeting 

c. Consideration/corrections to the published minutes from May 5, 2020 County Board 
Special Meeting  

8. 1 Public Comments –3 minutes per person –not to exceed 30 minutes total 
9. County Board Chair Report 

a. Supervisor’s Reports from Outside Meetings Attended 
10. Administrator’s Report – Administrator Netherland 
11. Confirmation of Appointment(s) – Administrator Netherland 
12. Proposed Resolutions, Ordinances Offered for Adoption or Enactment: 

On Recommendation 1 or without Recommendation by General Government Committee: 
a.  Resolution 04-20: Resolution Declaring Polk County Wisconsin A Second Amendment 

Sanctuary County 
b. Resolution 06-20: Resolution In Support Of Mandatory Minimum Sentences And A 

Three Strikes Law In Wisconsin 
c. Resolution 14-20: Resolution Regarding Act 185 to Defer July Property Tax Payments to 

October 2020  
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13. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Fair 
Society 

14. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Repayment of Unpaid Real Property Taxes, 
Interest and Penalties for Tax Delinquent Property – Viresco (formerly Green Whey) Located 
at 465 Western Blvd, Turtle Lake, WI 54889 

**Closed Session** 

The Board may convene in closed session on matters noticed under #12 and #13, as 
follows: 

Pursuant to Wisconsin Statute 19.85(1)(e), the Board may convene in closed session for 
the purposes of considering bargaining strategy between the County and the Fair Society 
regarding a Memorandum of Understanding.  Any action of the Board on such matter will 
remain closed and or sealed, pursuant to Sections 19.85(1)(e) 
 
Pursuant to Wisconsin Statute Section 19.85(1)(g), the Board may convene in closed 
session to receive a legal opinion from its attorney concerning a litigation strategy that 
the Board may adopt concerning anticipated claims and pending litigation. 

Following closed session, the Board will convene in open session to make an announcement of 
actions taken in closed session and to take up for consideration and action matters noticed on 
this meeting notice. 

15. Supervisors Announcements  
16. Adjourn 

 
This meeting is open to the public according to Wisconsin State Statute 19.83. Persons with disabilities wishing to 
attend and/or participate are asked to notify the County Clerk’s office (715-485-9226) at least 24 hours in advance 
of the scheduled meeting time so all reasonable accommodations can be made. Requests are confidential. 

 

 

 




















