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Polk County Board of Supervisors 
Polk County Government Center - County Board Room 

100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, Wisconsin 
 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors 
Tuesday, June 16, 2020  

This meeting was available for viewing through Webex videoconference and teleconference 

 
Chairman Nelson called the June 16, 2020 special session via Webex video conference of the 
Polk County Board of Supervisors to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Chairman Nelson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of receiving evidence of proper 
notice. The County Clerk stated that the notice of meeting was properly posted in the 
Government Center Building, posted on the County website, and was distributed to Supervisors 
and media contacts on Thursday June 4, 2020 at 6:35 p.m. The notice and agenda was also 
published in a legal newspaper the week of June 8, 2020. The Amended Agenda was posted in 
the Government Center, posted on the County website, and copies of such notice of meeting 
distributed to the Supervisors and media via email or mail on Saturday June 13, 2020.  In 
accordance with Wisconsin Statute Section 985.02 and with Article 3, Section 2 of the County 
Board Rules of Order.   
 
The County Board received opinion from Corporation Counsel Malone that the initial advance 
written notice, posted and published as described by the Clerk satisfied the applicable provision 
of Wisconsin Open Meetings Law and the applicable procedural provisions of the Polk County 
Board Rules of Order.  
 
Chairman Nelson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of taking roll call. All fourteen 
County Board Supervisors were present representing a quorum. Chairman Nelson and 
Supervisors:  Doug Route, Chris Nelson, Tracy LaBlanc, Brian Masters, Kim O’Connell, Steve 
Warndahl, Amy Middleton, Jay Luke, Fran Duncanson, Russ Arcand, John Bonneprise and Joe 
Demulling were present at the government center.  Supervisors: Michael Prichard joined the 
meeting via Webex at 6:05 p.m.   
 
Chairman Nelson called upon Jim Edgell’s son to lead the County Board in the Pledge of 
Allegiance for tonight’s meeting.  Chairman Nelson called for a moment of silence in 
remembrance of County Board Supervisor, Jim Edgell, who passed away on June 3, 2020. 
 
Time was given for Committee Members to disclose any conflicts of interest regarding matters 
noticed on the agenda.  No conflicts of interest were stated. 
 
Chairman Nelson called to the floor consideration and approval of the amended agenda. 
Motion (Luke/Warndahl) to adopt the amended agenda. Chairman Nelson called for a voice 
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vote on the motion to adopt the amended agenda as published. Motion carried by unanimous 
voice vote. 
 
Chairman Nelson called to the floor for approval of the Consent Agenda. Motion 
(Masters/LaBlanc) to adopt the Consent Agenda as noticed. Chairman Nelson called for a voice 
vote on the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda. Matters adopted under the Consent Agenda:  
Minutes from May 19, 2020 County Board session adopted as published. 
Administrator Netherland addressed the board with regard to the process for public comment.  
An additional conference room is reserved on the second floor of the government center to 
accommodate safe social distancing, public can also call in or email or mail in written comments 
as well.  Time was given for public comment.  Two public comments regarding Concentrated 
Animal Feeding Operations (CAFO’s) were received by County Board. 
 
 Time was given for the County Board Chairperson’s report.  Chairman Nelson provided 
information regarding a virtual WCA (Wisconsin Counties Association) regarding minutes, 
closed sessions, walking quorums and agendas.  
 
Time was given for Supervisor’s reports regarding outside meetings attended. Supervisors 
Route attended the Bone lake management meeting – they have postponed their voting on 
their annual meeting.  The July 7th meeting of Public Safety & Public Works starts at 12:00 p.m. 
at the Justice Center supervisors are encouraged to participate and tour the jail and dispatch 
facilities. Supervisor Duncason attended the Apple River Protection & Rehabilitation District 
meeting – a grant was received from the DNR for the purpose of keeping the water clean. 
Supervisor Warndahl announced he and Supevisor Bonneprise attended the Fair Society 
meeting – the 2020 Polk County Fair is cancelled.  
 
Administrator Netherland addressed the board with the Administrator’s Report.  Update 
regarding the County’s COVID-19 numbers, the County’s re-opening plan and the changes made 
in the county buildings and offices, and county finance update pertaining to COVID-19, the 
audit is late this year due to COVID-19, Annual Reports expected to be done in August, courts 
are being re-opened for jury and in-person trials, Community Services Division received a grant 
for their in the Birth to 3 program.   Tonya Eichelt, director of Community Services Division, 
addressed the board and provided handouts regarding COVID-19 counts.  
 
Chairman Nelson announced John Bonneprise was appointed to the Polk County Housing 
Authority to fill Supervisor Edgell’s vacant spot. County Administrator Netherland announced 
the appointment of Brian Johnson as a first alternate to the Board of Adjustment Committee 
effective June 1, 2020 for a 3-year term ending in 2023.  Motion (Masters/Luke) to approve 
appointments of John Bonneprise to Polk County Housing Authority and Brian Johnson as first 
alternate to the Board of Adjustment.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Bob Kazmierski, Environmental Services Division Director, presented the board with update and 
report on Resolution No. 03-20: Resolution Extending Moratorium on Swine Concentrated 
Animal Feeding Operations (CAFO).  The full report is available for viewing on the Polk County 
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website: https://www.co.polk.wi.us/vertical/Sites/%7BA1D2EAAA-7A29-46D6-BF1A-
12B71F23A6E1%7D/uploads/CAFO_REPORT_REVISED_060120.pdf 
  
Chairman Nelson called for a motion to bring three Resolutions, No’s: 15-20, 16-20 and 17-20 to 
the floor. Motion (Luke/LaBlanc) to approve three Resolutions: Resolution No. 15-20: 
Accepting the Donation by Robert C. Brown Jr. of Drone to Sheriff’s Department.,  Resolution 
No. 16-20: Accepting the Donation from CJCC 501(C)(3) for the Purchase of Technology for 
Sheriff’s Office Jail Programs and Resolution No. 17-20: Accepting the Donation from Northern 
Pines Mounted Search and Rescue. Chairman Nelson called upon Sheriff Waak to provide 
information regarding the resolutions and donations to the Sheriff’s Department.  The board 
engaged in discussion regarding the resolutions.  Chairman Nelson called for a voice vote on the 
motion to adopt Resolutions: No. 15, No. 16-20 and No. 17-20. Motion carried by unanimous 
voice vote.  Resolution No. 15-20: Accepting the Donation by Robert C. Brown Jr. of Drone to 
Sheriff’s Department.,  Resolution No. 16-20: Accepting the Donation from CJCC 501(C)(3) for 
the Purchase of Technology for Sheriff’s Office Jail Programs and Resolution No. 17-20: 
Accepting the Donation from Northern Pines Mounted Search and Rescue adopted.  
 
Sheriff Waak stated that Don Burrows has been appointed as the new Deputy Sheriff.  
 
Chairman Nelson called to the floor Resolution No. 18-20: Resolution to Create Parks and Trails 
Advisory Group (TAG).   Motion (Duncanson/Masters) to adopt Resolution 18-20.  Chairman 
Nelson called upon Environmental Services Director Kazmierski to provide information to the 
board regarding the resolution.  Motion (Middleton/Masters) to amend Resolution to change 
1.c.starting at line #78 to read: “This group shall have one representative of each stakeholder 
group not to exceed 15 members. Initial appointments shall be received through an application 
process and approved by the County Administrator. Each stakeholder member shall be a voting 
member of the group; and”.  Chairman Nelson called for a voice vote on motion.  Motion to 
amend Resolution 18-20 passed by unanimous voice vote.   Motion (Prichard/Duncanson) to 
make a second amendment to Resolution 18-20 at line 33 after the word promote to add 
verbiage, “health, quality of life,” to read “recreational development that will promote” health, 
quality of life, economic development and tourism; and”.  Chairman Nelson called for a voice 
vote on amendment #2.  Motion to amend resolution 18-20 passed by unanimous voice vote.  
The board engaged in discussion regarding resolution. Kazmierski discussed the advertisement 
requesting applications of citizen members and groups to apply to be a part of the TAG group.  
Chairman Nelson called for a voice vote on the motion to adopt Resolution No. 18-20 as 
amended. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Chairman Nelson called to the floor Resolution No. 19-20: Resolution to Increase Purchasing 
Levels in Financial Policy Section of General Code.   Motion (Masters/LaBlanc) to adopt 
Resolution 19-20.  Chairman Nelson called upon Administrator Netherland for information 
regarding the resolution.  Discussion.  Chairman Nelson called for a voice vote on the motion to 
adopt Resolution No. 19-20. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution No. 19-20: 
Resolution to Increase Purchasing Levels in Financial Policy Section of General Code adopted. 
 

https://www.co.polk.wi.us/vertical/Sites/%7BA1D2EAAA-7A29-46D6-BF1A-12B71F23A6E1%7D/uploads/CAFO_REPORT_REVISED_060120.pdf
https://www.co.polk.wi.us/vertical/Sites/%7BA1D2EAAA-7A29-46D6-BF1A-12B71F23A6E1%7D/uploads/CAFO_REPORT_REVISED_060120.pdf
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Administrator Netherland provided the board with an update on his investigation of options for 
saving the Clam Falls Dam as per Resolution 07-20.  Administrator has spoken to several 
organizations investigating options.  Local, State Legislators, Patty Schachtner and Gae 
Magnafici who have expressed support in an earmark for next year’s state budget.  Northwest 
Electric (NWE) has submitted a permit to DNR to start the process of removing water of the 
dam.  Administrator Netherland spoke with the NWE board regarding the earmark and 
regarding the possibility of withdrawing the permit from the DNR until that time.  Investigation 
has now turned to looking for options/groups to take ownership and/or assist in funding the 
$30,000/year liability insurance on the dam for the next year.  
 
Time was given for Supervisors announcements.  One announcement was offered by Supervisor 
Demulling.  
 
Chairman Nelson called for a motion to adjourn. Motion (Bonneprise/Masters) to adjourn. 
Chairman Nelson called for a voice vote on the motion to adjourn. Motion to adjourn carried by 
unanimous voice vote.  Chairman Nelson declared meeting adjourned 7:45 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, July 21, 2020 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Lisa R. Ross, Polk County Clerk 
 
 
 



 

POLK COUNTY,  WISCONSIN 
W W W . C O . P O L K . W I . U S  

*AMENDED* Notice of Added Special Meeting and Agenda 
Polk County Board of Supervisors 

Tuesday, June 16, 2020 
**Supervisors’ County Priority Setting Workshop 3:00 p.m. 

Regular Business Meeting of the Polk County Board of Supervisors 6:00 p.m. 
Virtual, Open Meeting via Webex Video Conference or Phone 

Amendments:  1 Matters Added, Revised or Struck by Initial Amended Notice of Meeting 

Webex Virtual Meeting Info: 

Meeting Number (access code): 146 563 9399 
Password: PCboard 
 Join Online: https://polkwi.webex.com   
 Join by Phone: 1-408-418-9388  

** From 3:00 – 5:00 p.m., members of the County Board will meet for a County Priority Setting Workshop. No Action 
will be taken by the Board during the Workshop.  The business meeting of the County Board of Supervisors will 
convene at 6:00 p.m. 

Order of Business: 

1. Call to Order 
2. Receipt of Evidence and Opinion on Proper Notice 
3. Roll Call 
4. Pledge of Allegiance 
5. Disclosure of Board Member Conflicts of Interest Regarding Matters Noticed On this Agenda 
6. Approval of Agenda  
7. Matters Offered For Adoption on Consent Agenda: 

a. Consideration/corrections to the published minutes from May 19, 2020 County Board 
Meeting 

8. Public Comments –3 minutes per person –not to exceed 30 minutes total 
9. County Board Chair Report 

a. Supervisor’s Reports from Outside Meetings Attended 
10. Administrator’s Report – Vince Netherland 
11. Confirmation of Appointments 
12. Presentation of Report on Resolution 03-20: Extending Moratorium on Swine CAFO’s 
13. Discussion(s) Proposed Resolutions, Ordinances and Other Board Action:         

On Recommendation by Public Safety & Public Works Committee:      
a. Discussion and possible action of Resolution 15-20: Accepting the Donation by Robert C. 

Brown Jr. of Drone to Sheriff’s Department 
b. Discussion and possible action of Resolution 16-20: Accepting the Donation from CJCC 

501(C)(3) for the Purchase of Technology for Sheriff’s Office Jail Programs 
c. Discussion and possible action of Resolution 17-20: Accepting the Donation from Northern 

Pines Mounted Search and Rescue 
On Recommendation or without Recommendation by General Government Committee: 

a. Discussion and possible action of Resolution 18-20: Resolution to Create Parks and Trails 
Advisory Group (TAG) 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Polk County Board of Supervisors       

Items on the agenda not necessarily presented in the order listed. This meeting is open to the public according 
to Wisconsin State Statute 19.83. Persons with disabilities wishing to attend and/or participate are asked to 
notify the County Clerk’s office (715-485-9226) at least 24 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting time so 
all reasonable accommodations can be made. Requests are confidential. 
 

 
b. Discussion and possible action Resolution No. 19-20: Resolution to Increase Purchasing 

Levels in Financial Policy Section of General Code 

14. 1 Discussion and possible action concerning future operations at Polk County Lime Quarry 

15. 1 Update and Discussion Regarding Viresco (formerly Green Whey)  

16. 1 Update and Discussion Administrator Netherlands’ investigation of options for saving the 
Clam Falls Dam (per Resolution 07-20) 

The Committee may convene in closed session on matters noticed under 1 #16 1 #14 and #15 as follows: 

**Closed Session** 

a. 1 The Committee may convene in closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statute 19.85(1)(e), for 
the purpose of deliberating or negotiating specified public business for competitive or bargaining 
reasons.  

b.    1 The Committee may convene in closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statute 119.85(1)(g), for  
the purpose of conferring with legal counsel who is giving written or oral advice about strategy to be 
adopted in litigation in which the governmental body is or is likely to be involved.  

17. Supervisors’ Announcements  
18. Adjourn 
 



Polk County WI-2019 Causes of Death 

 

Source: Polk County Medical Examiner (not official data) N=421, Polk County Register Deeds 426 total deaths -2019 
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Polk County WI-2020 YTD June 16, 2020 Causes of Death 

Source: Polk County Medical Examiner (not official data) N=168, Polk County Register of Deeds N=159 total deaths YTD, June 16,2020 
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