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Polk County Board of Supervisors 
Polk County Government Center - County Board Room 

100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, Wisconsin 
 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors 
Tuesday, January 21, 2020  

 
Vice Chairman Luke called the January 21, 2020 regular session of the Polk County Board of 
Supervisors to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Vice Chairman Luke recognized the Clerk for purposes of receiving evidence of proper notice. 
The Clerk stated that the notice of meeting was properly posted in the Government Center 
Building, posted on the County website (January 10, 2020), and published in a legal newspaper 
in accordance with Wisconsin Statute Section 985.02 the week of January 13, 2020. In addition, 
the Office of the County Clerk distributed on January 10, 2020 copies of such notice of meeting 
and proposed resolutions to supervisors via e-mail or mail in accordance with Article 3, Section 
2 of the County Board Rules of Order.   
 
The County Board received opinion from Corporation Counsel Malone that the initial advance 
written notice, posted and published as described by the Clerk satisfied the applicable provision 
of Wisconsin Open Meetings Law and the applicable procedural provisions of the Polk County 
Board Rules of Order.  
 
Vice Chairman Luke recognized the Clerk for purposes of taking roll call. Eleven County Board 
Supervisors were present representing a quorum. Chairman Johansen, Supervisor Larsen and 
Supervisor Bonneprise were absent and excused.  
 
Vice Chairman Luke led the County Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Vice Chairman Luke called to the floor for a time of reflection. No time of reflection was 
offered. 
 
Vice Chairman Luke called to the floor consideration and approval of the Agenda as published. 
Motion (Masters/Arcand) to adopt the Agenda. Vice Chairman Luke called for a voice vote on 
the motion to adopt the Agenda as published. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Vice Chairman Luke announced the appointment of Lisa Ross as County Clerk for the remaining 
term (to December 31, 2020).  Vice Chairman Luke called for a motion to confirm said 
appointment.  
Motion to confirm appointment of Lisa Ross as County Clerk for the remaining term. Vice 
Chairman Luke called for a voice vote on the motion to confirm said appointment. Motion to 
confirm appointment of Lisa Ross as County Clerk carried by unanimous voice vote.  
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Vice Chairman Luke called to the floor for approval of the Consent Agenda. Motion 
(Demulling/Jepsen) to adopt the Consent Agenda as noticed. Vice Chairman Luke called for a 
voice vote on the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda. (Note: Scrivener’s error on date for 7.c. 
should be 2020, not 2019). Motion to adopt the consent agenda carried by unanimous voice 
vote.  Matters adopted under the Consent Agenda:  Minutes from December 21, 2019 County 
Board session adopted as published, Resolution No. 01-20: Resolution Amending the Polk 
County Smoke-Free Air Ordinance (Ordinance No. 67-10: Polk County Smoke Free Air Ordinance 
adopted, and confirmation of Emergency Fire Wardens for Polk County for 2020: Jean Smith, 
Mike Stoddard, and Ron and Patty Fredericks.  
 
Time was given for public comment.  Nine public comments regarding Concentrated Animal 
Feeding Operations (CAFO’s) were received by County Board. 
 
The County Board received a report regarding the upcoming Census from Administrator Vince 
Netherland.  Administrator Netherland has been in communication with Bob Gollnik, 
representative with the United States Census Bureau.  A committee has been created in an 
effort to identify and assist people in Polk County who are unlikely to fill out Census 
information.  Some of the groups involved in the committee are: Aging and Disability Resource 
Center (ADRC), Veteran’s Services Office (VSO), the Sheriff’s Department, Behavioral Health 
Department, and the Salvation Army.  
 
Administrator Netherland addressed the board with the Administrator’s Report.  Update 
regarding the new Environmental Services Director, Bob Kazmierski.  Report regarding needed 
Software and Cyber Security updates in the Information Technology (I.T.) Department.   Report 
regarding Wold Architect & Engineers who have been contracted to perform a county 
functional needs assessment of the county buildings; they expect to have analysis results in 
April.   Report regarding the staffing needs and the interim plan for staffing in the County Clerk 
office. Administrator Netherland also provided an update to the board regarding the 2019 
report from the county’s liability insurance company reflecting a total of five claims under 
$3,000.  
 
Time was given for the County Board Chairperson’s report.  Vice Chair Luke provided 
information from Chairman Johansen regarding welcoming the appointment of Lisa Ross as 
County Clerk.  
 
Time was given for Supervisor’s reports regarding outside meetings attended. Supervisors 
Nelson, and Jepsen gave updates on outside meetings attended. Comments received by 
Supervisor Nelson regarding the transparency for reasons of cancellations of board and 
committee meetings. 
 
Vice Chairman Luke called to the floor discussion regarding whether to hold the February 
County Board of Supervisors meeting.  
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Vice Chairman Luke called for discussion regarding the possible cancellation of the February 
Board meeting. County Board engaged in discussion regarding the February meeting. Motion 
(Jepsen/Demulling) to hold the February County Board of Supervisors meeting.  Supervisor 
Arcand called for a point of order regarding the motion. Motion (Jepsen/Luke) to withdraw the 
motion to hold the February County Board meeting.  Administrator Netherland provided an 
update to the committee regarding the Spring Primary Election date of February 18 being held 
on the same day as the county board meeting.  Motion (Masters/Olson) to reschedule February 
Board of Supervisors meeting from 6pm on Tuesday, February 18 to 6pm on Thursday, February 
20.  Vice Chairman Luke called for a voice vote on the motion to reschedule the February 
County Board Meeting.  Motion to reschedule February Board of Supervisors meeting from 
6pm on Tuesday, February 18 to 6pm on Thursday, February 20 carried by unanimous voice 
vote.  The next County Board meeting will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 20, 2020.  
 
Time was given for Supervisors announcements.  No announcements were received.  
 
Vice Chairman Luke called for a motion to adjourn. Motion (Masters/Demulling) to adjourn. 
Vice Chairman Luke called for a voice vote on the motion to adjourn. Motion to adjourn carried 
by unanimous voice vote.  Vice Chairman Luke declared meeting adjourned 8:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Lisa R. Ross, Polk County Clerk 
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                                       Notice of Meeting and Agenda 

Polk County Board of Supervisors 
100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, Wisconsin 

Polk County Government Center ‐ County Board Room 
Tuesday, January 21, 2020 

Regular Business Meeting, 7:00 p.m.  
Open Session 

 
Order of Business: 

1. Call to Order 
2. Receipt of Evidence and Opinion on Proper Notice 
3. Roll Call 
4. Pledge of Allegiance 
5. Time of Reflection 
6. Approval of Agenda  
7. Matters Offered For Adoption on Consent Agenda: 

a. Consideration/corrections to the published minutes from December 17, 2019 
County Board Meeting 

b. Resolution 01‐20: Resolution Amending the Polk County Smoke‐Free Air 
Ordinance (Ordinance No. 67‐10: Polk County Smoke Free Air Ordinance) 

c. Confirmation of Emergency Fire Wardens for Polk County for 2019: Jean Smith, 
Mike Stoddard, Ron and Patty Fredericks 

8. Public Comments –3 minutes per person –not to exceed 30 minutes total 
9. Presentation From United States Census Bureau – Bob Gollnik 
10. County Board Chair Report 

a. Confirmation of Appointment of Lisa Ross as County Clerk (for Remaining Term 
to December 31, 2020)  

b. Supervisor’s Reports from Outside Meetings Attended 
11. Administrator’s Report – Vince Netherland 
12. Proposed Resolutions, Ordinances and Other Board Action:              

a. Discussion and Action Regarding February County Board meeting 
13. Supervisors Announcements  
14. Adjourn 

This meeting is open to the public according to Wisconsin State Statute 19.83. Persons with disabilities 
wishing to attend and/or participate are asked to notify the County Clerk’s office (715‐485‐9226) at least 24 
hours in advance of the scheduled meeting time so all reasonable accommodations can be made. Requests 
are confidential. 
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