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                                                   MINUTES 
                           General Government Committee 

                           County Board Room 
Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

                10:00 a.m. Thursday, July 11, 2019 
 

Meeting called to order by Chair Masters @ 10:00 a.m. 
Members present: 
 

Attendee Name Title Status 

Brian Masters Chair Present 
Russ Arcand Vice Chair Present 

Dean Johansen Supervisor Absent 

Larry Jepsen Supervisor Present 
Chris Nelson Supervisor Present 

   
Also present: Sharon Jorgenson, County Clerk; Nick Osborne, County Administrator; Andrea Jerrick, 
Deputy County Administrator/Employee Relations Director; Chad Roberts, Chief Deputy; Maggie Wickre, 
Finance Director; Cassondra Emerson, Administrative Assistant; Emil Norby, Highway Commissioner; 
Malia Malone, Corporation Counsel; Chad Hoag, Child Support Manager; Amanda Nissen, County 
Treasurer; Supervisors Luke and Bonneprise, Vince Netherland, Economic Development Director; and 
members of the community.  Also present: Brock Geyen and Jonathan Sherwood, Auditor 
Representatives from CliftonLarsonAllen.  
                                                                       
Approval of Agenda  
Chair Masters called for a motion to approve the agenda as published. Motion (Arcand/Nelson) to 
approve the agenda. Chair Masters called for a voice vote on the motion to approve the agenda as 
published. Motion to approve the agenda carried by unanimous voice vote.   
  
Approval of Minutes   
Chair Masters called for a motion to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2019 meeting as published. 
Motion (Jepsen/Masters) to approve the minutes. Chair Masters called for a voice vote on said motion. 
Motion to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2019 meeting carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Comment –  Public comment was received by committee. 

Receipt of Information from Supervisors Not Seated as Committee Members – No information was 
received by the committee from Supervisors not seated as committee members.  

The committee received handouts and a comprehensive update regarding the Recycling Center financial 
analysis from Highway Commissioner Norby. Committee engaged in discussion regarding recycling 
center and options for the County. Supervisor Nelson will work with Highway Commissioner Norby to 
draft a resolution regarding the direction of the recycling center.  

Chairman Masters called upon Chief Deputy Roberts who presented information to the committee 
regarding the purchase of an elliptical exercise machine from a Polk County employee using employee 
voluntary payroll deduction funds.  
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Motion (Jepsen/Masters) to approve the purchase of the elliptical exercise machine from Polk County 
Employee using employee voluntary payroll deduction funds. Chairman Masters called for a voice vote 
on said motion. Motion to approve said purchase carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Committee received hand-outs and information from Administrator Osborne regarding departmental 
annual reports.  

Committee received hand-outs and 2018 audit report results summary information from Auditor 
representatives of CliftonLarsonAllen LLP -Brock Geyen and Jonathan Sherwood. Administrator Osborne 
recognized Finance Director Wickre, Department Heads, and the auditors for their work in regard to the 
audit results. 

Committee received an update from Administrator Osborne regarding memorandums of understanding. 
The update will be provided at the next General Government Committee meeting.  

The committee discussed recommendations regarding consideration of Resolution No. 28-19: Resolution 
in Support of Telecommuting Opportunities and Telecommuter Forward Certification.  Chairman 
Masters called upon Administrator Osborne to provide information regarding the resolution to the 
committee. The committee received a hand-out and information from Vince Netherland regarding the 
resolution and benefits offered to the County by passage of the resolution. 

Chair Masters called for a motion regarding Resolution No. 28-19. 
Motion (Jepsen/Nelson) to approve and recommend Resolution No. 28-19 to the County Board for 
passage. Chair Masters called for a voice vote on said motion. Motion to approve and recommend 
Resolution No. 28-19: Resolution in Support of Telecommuting Opportunities and Telecommuter 
Forward Certification to the County Board for passage carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Chairman Masters provided information to the committee regarding the Clam Falls Dam offer and 
Resolution No. 77-18 adopted by the County Board in October 2018 which refused the offer of 
ownership of the dam. Based on previous action by the County Board, Chairman Masters requested the 
Clam Falls Dam item be removed from the County Board agenda. Administrator Osborne noted Board 
members had requested to revisit the Clam Falls Dam offer and receive information from NW Electric 
and Renewable energies which will be done at the July County Board meeting. 

Chairman Masters declared that the agenda item #14 regarding Green Whey would be moved to the 
next item addressed on the agenda.  

Committee received information from Administrator Osborne regarding the Green Whey property 
which is currently in bankruptcy receivership with possible auction of the property scheduled for August 
20, 2019. Polk County’s interest in the property includes back taxes owed of approximately $1.6 million 
and approximately $500,000 owed in interest and penalties.  

The committee received presentations from two parties interested in purchasing Green Whey: Roy Ellis 
and Eugenio Meschini, representatives from Rugby Capital and Joe Burke, representative from Viresco 
Anaerobic Digestion who provided information regarding the condition of the wastewater treatment 
plant and the anaerobic digestion process at Green Whey. 

Chairman Masters called for a 5 minute recess at 11:50 a.m. 

Chairman Masters called the Committee back into session at 12:00 p.m. 
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Chairman Masters called to the floor for a motion to convene in Closed Session. 

Motion (Nelson/Jepsen) to convene in closed session for purposes and on statutory basis pursuant to 
Wisconsin Statute Section 19.85(1) (g) noticed on the agenda.  Chairman Masters called for a voice vote 
on said motion. Motion to convene in closed session carried by unanimous voice vote.  

** Closed Session 12:00 p.m.** (Minutes separate and under seal) 

Chairman Masters asked that the record reflect those present for closed session: Supervisors: Brian 
Masters, Chris Nelson, Russ Arcand, and Larry Jepsen. Also present were County Clerk Sharon Jorgenson, 
Administrator Nick Osborne, Deputy Administrator Andrea Jerrick, County Treasurer Amanda Nissen, 
Child Support Director Chad Hoag, Corporation Counsel Malia Malone and Supervisor Bonneprise. 
Representatives from Rugby Capital and Viresco AD interested in purchasing Green Whey would present 
information in closed session individually.  

*Reconvened in Open session: 1:30 a.m. 

Chairman Masters called for a motion in regard to the payment proposals received from Rugby Capital 
and Viresco AD regarding the delinquent taxes owed on the Green Whey property. 

Motion (Arcand/Masters) to have a resolution drafted for parties interested in purchasing Green Whey 
that incorporates/outlines a 36 month payment plan for the delinquent tax amount of $1.6 million owed 
by Green Whey and stipulates that the current taxes be paid annually.  

Chairman Masters called for a voice vote on said motion. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   

Closed session regarding update on claims and litigation against the County was deferred until next 
month as needed. 

Work plan updates/development: -Ongoing items 

IT Developments and innovation/Paper Reduction/paperless initiative 
Recycling Center updates - August 
Government Center security 
Customer Service- August?  
Capital Improvement Planning – (budget time) 
Funding of outside agencies – August 
Update on Memorandums of Understanding - August 
 
Items for next agenda:   

Next meeting: August 8, 2019 @ 10:00 a.m.  
 
Adjourn 
 
Chair Masters called for a motion to adjourn. Motion (Nelson/Jepsen) to adjourn. Chair Masters called 
for a voice vote on the motion to adjourn. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. Meeting adjourned 
1:32 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
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Sharon Jorgenson 
County Clerk  
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AGENDA AND NOTICE OF MEETING 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

Government Center, 100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, WI 54810 
County Board Room 

Thursday, July 11, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.  
A quorum of the County Board may be present 

 
Materials: June 13, 2019 Minutes  
1. Call to order –Chair Masters 
2. Approval of Agenda 
3. Approval of Minutes for June 13, 2019 
4. Public Comment (3 minutes) 
5. Receipt of Information from Supervisors Not Seated as Committee Members  
6. Update on Recycling Center  
7. Purchase of Elliptical Exercise Machine from Polk County Employee by Sheriff’s 

Office Employee Wellness Committee using Employee Voluntary Payroll 
Deduction Funds 

8. Department Annual Reports from Administrator Osborne 
9. Presentation/Review of 2018 Audit Results 
10. Update on Memorandums of Understanding 
11. Resolution No. 28-19: Resolution in Support of Telecommuting Opportunities 

and Telecommuter Forward Certification 
12. Discussion Regarding Clam Falls Dam Offer and Previous Resolution 77-18: 

(adopted 10/2018) Resolution Concerning Offer of Northwestern Wisconsin 
Electric Company  to Transfer Clam Falls Dam 

13. Update on Claims and Pending Litigation Against the County 
14. Update and Discussion Regarding Green Whey 

 
The Committee may convene in closed session on matters noticed under #13 
and #14, as follows: 
   

CLOSED SESSION -(Minutes separate and under seal) 
 
Pursuant to Wisconsin Statute § 19.85(1)(g), the Committee may convene 
in closed session for the purpose of conferring with legal counsel for Polk 
County who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be 
adopted by the Committee as a recommendation to the County Board on 
with respect to anticipated litigation in which the County is or is likely to 
become involved. 
The Committee may convene in closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat. 
19.85(1)(e) for conducting specified public business that has competitive 
or bargaining reasons that require a closed session.  Specifically, Green 
Whey is currently in receivership and has substantial past-due property tax 
and interest and penalties.  There are entities that have indicated an 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/
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interest in purchasing the property and negotiating repayment of the tax, 
interest and penalties due to Polk County.  Having discussions with the 
potential purchasers in closed session will allow the County to have greater 
bargaining power when it comes to any potential repayment agreement.  
 
Following the closed session the Committee will convene in open session to 
make an announcement on matters considered in closed session and to 
take up, consider and act upon in open session those subject matters 
noticed herein for consideration or action in open session. 
 

15. 2019 Work Plan Development/Updates 
16. Identification of Subject Matters for Upcoming Meetings  
17. Adjourn 
This meeting is open to the public according to Wisconsin State Statute 19.83. Persons with disabilities wishing to 
attend and/or participate are asked to notify the County Clerk’s office (715-485-9226) at least 24 hours in advance 
of the scheduled meeting time so all reasonable accommodations can be made. Requests are confidential. 
 
 
    






















































































