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POLK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Minutes from Tuesday, August 19, 2014  

Polk County Government Center – County Board Room 

Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

 

Chairman Johnson called the regular August 19, 2014 meeting of the Polk County Board of 

Supervisors to order at 6:00 p.m. 

   

Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of receiving evidence of proper 

notice.  The County Clerk stated that the notice of meeting, was properly posted in three public 

buildings, published in a legal newspaper in accordance with Wisconsin Statute Section 985.02 

and posted on the county website the week of August11, 2014.  In addition, the Office of County 

Clerk distributed on August 8, 2014, copies of such notice of meeting and proposed resolutions 

to supervisors in accordance with Article 3, Section 2 of the County Board Rules of Order.  The 

County Board received the verbal opinion of Corporation Counsel that the advance written 

meeting notice, posted and published as described by the clerk satisfied the applicable provisions 

of Wisconsin Open Meetings Law and the applicable procedural provisions of the Polk County 

Board Rules of Order.  

 

Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of taking roll call.  Roll call was 

taken with all 15 members present.  Chairman Johnson led the pledge of Allegiance.  Chair asked 

for volunteers for the Time of Reflection, none offered. 

 

Chairman Johnson announced that Resolutions 21-14 & 22-14 were to be taken out of the 

consent agenda and would be added under item #12 Proposed Resolutions and Ordinances. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor the approval of the Consent Agenda with the 

Resolutions removed.  Motion (Jepsen/Schmidt) to approve the Consent Agenda with the 

change.  Chairman Johnson called for the vote on the motion to approve the Consent 

Agenda.   Motion to approve the Consent Agenda carried, by unanimous voice vote.   

Time was given for public comment.  

Time was given for Committee Q&A. 

 

Sandy Williams was recognized and awarded the first annual Friend of Public Health award by 

Gretchen Sampson, Director of the Polk County Public Health Department. 

 

Chairman’s Report was given by Chairman Johnson. 

 

Administrator’s Report was presented by Administrator Frey.  The board was updated on the 

meeting with Cindy Polzin, from the Governor’s staff; progress on the 2015 budget; possible 

replacement of Bridge on County Rd J; list of Polk County Property Inventory and tax deed 

property and the upcoming spotlight subject on Child Support Collection to be on the website. 
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Chairman Johnson called for a motion to approve the Administrators appointments of 

Richard Haider to LEPC for a 2 year term and Timothy Laux to the Board of Adjustment.  

Motion (Bonneprise/Jepsen) to approve said appointments. Motion to approve the 

appointments carried, by unanimous voice vote.  

 

Chairman Johnson explained to the board that Resolution 21-14 & 22-14 were removed 

from the consent agenda to allow for amendments to each as recommended by the Land 

Information staff. 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 21-14, Resolution to Grant a Zoning 

District Change and to Amend Zoning District Map for the Town of McKinley.  Motion 

(Jepsen/O’Connell) to approve.  Chairman called for a motion to amend Resolution 21-14 

as requested and supplied to the board members prior to the board meeting.  Motion 

(O’Connell/Moriak) to amend Resolution 21-14 as follows:     After Line 14: insert: 

 

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, pursuant to Article VII, Para. E. of the Polk County 

Comprehensive Land Use Ordinance, the Polk County Board of Supervisors finds the 

following: 

 1. Town of McKinley approved rezoning. 

 2. There was no opposition from neighbors or citizens. 

 3. The Wisconsin Department of Transportation needs to be contacted to check   

  the access on highway. 

 4. That adequate public facilities to serve the development are present or will  

  be provided. 

  a. The property was used as a church before and now will be a single family 

                             dwelling. 

 5.  These facilities will not be an unreasonable burden to local government 

  a. The Methodist church has been operating out of this location, and access  

       to property is from State Highway 48. 

 6. The land is suitable for development. 

  a. Town of McKinley approved the rezone of this property to residential and  

 is a similar use in the area. 

 7. Development will not cause unreasonable air and water pollution, soil  

                        erosion or adverse effects on rare or irreplaceable natural areas. 

  a. Existing church will be converted into a dwelling.” 

 

Motion to approve Resolution 21-14 as amended, carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Resolution adopted. 
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Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 22-14, Resolution to Grant a Zoning 

District Change and to Amend Zoning District Map for the Town of Osceola.  Motion  

(Jepsen/O’Connell) to approve.  Chairman called for a motion to amend Resolution 22-14 

as requested and supplied to the board members prior to the board meeting.  Motion 

(O’Connell/Schmidt) to amend Resolution 22-14 as follows:   After Line 15: insert: 

 

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, pursuant to Article VII, Para. E. of the Polk County 

Comprehensive Land Use Ordinance, the Polk County Board of Supervisors finds the 

following: 

 1. Town of Osceola approved rezoning. 

 2. There was no opposition from neighbors. 

 3. Owners wanted rezone to revert back to Agricultural when business is 

                         dissolved or property is sold.  

 4. Adequate public facilities to serve the development are present or will  

  be provided.  The Geyer’s are using an existing shop/garage on the 

                        property for the repair shop.  They will be accessing the property from the 

                        town road.                     

 5.  These facilities will not be an unreasonable burden to local government 

  Geyer’s property is located off a town road and owners are already 

                        conducting business currently. 

 6. The land is suitable for development.  Town of Osceola approved a  

                         Conditional rezone to have a repair shop on this property. 

 7. Development will not cause unreasonable air and water pollution, soil  

                        erosion or adverse effects on rare or irreplaceable natural areas.  Marine  

                        business with approximately one acre that is over 300 feet from Osceola 

                        Creek.  Structure already exists on the property that will be used for the 

                        repair shop.” 

   

Motion to approve Resolution 22-14 as amended, carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Resolution adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No.24-14, Resolution to Adopt the 2014-

19 Polk County Outdoor Recreation Plan.  Motion (Jepsen/O’Connell) to approve 

Resolution 24-14.  Chairman Johnson addressed the resolution and explained the need for 

an amendment to Resolution 24-14 as distributed prior to the board meeting.  Motion to 

amend Resolution 24-14, page 32 of the Recreation Plan, as follows: 

 

 “It is recognized that the Ice Age NST provides some 59 miles of nationally and state 

designated trail in Polk County for hiking and cross country skiing, and that it is an 

integral aspect of the county recreational trail network.  The Ice Age NST is supported by a 

triad of the National Park Service (as a unit of the NPS it has a superintendent), the 

Wisconsin DNR and the Ice Age Trail Alliance (IATA), a non-profit organization with over 
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3,000 members who provide volunteer support, including thousands of hours of 

construction and maintenance services, for the Ice Age NST.  The IATA Indianhead 

Chapter, one of its 21 chapters across the state of Wisconsin, is based in Polk County.  

Some 6.5 miles of the IANST in Polk County are on County Forest Lands.  The county 

considers the trail segments that cross county lands (as well as the rest of the trail in the 

county) to be of ongoing importance to the recreation plans of the county, and to the 

integrity of the 1,000 mile trail across Wisconsin that has its western terminus in Interstate 

Park. 

Motion to approve Resolution 24-14 as amended carried, by unanimous voice vote.  

Resolution adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 25-14, Resolution to Authorize 

Intergovernmental Agreement to Create and Operate Regional Drug Enforcement Unit – 

St. Croix Valley Drug Task Force.  Motion (Luke/Caspersen) to approve Resolution 25-14.  

Supr. Luke addressed the resolution. Motion to approve Resolution 25-14 carried, by 

unanimous voice vote.  Resolution adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 26-14, Resolution to Create Highway 

Utility Plowing Fee.  Motion (Caspersen/O’Connell) to approve Resolution 26.14.  

Administrator Frey addressed the resolution.  Motion to approve Resolution 26-14 carried, 

by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 27-14, Resolution to Adopt Draft 

Master Fee Schedule for 2015 Budget Proposal.  Motion (Hallberg/O’Connell) to approve 

Resolution 27-14.  Administrator Frey addressed the resolution.  Administrator explained 

one amendment that would need to be made to the Fee Schedule as presented.  Motion 

(Schmidt/Demulling) to amend Resolution No. 27-14 as follows:   Page 6 of the fee schedule, 

under Public Health: 

 Strike “School Nursing (1
st
 12 hours exempt in 2011 and 2012) and insert “School 

Nursing (1
st
 12 hours exempt in 2015 and thereafter)” 

 

Motion to amend Resolution No. 27-14 Fee Schedule carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Motion to approve Resolution 27-14 as amended carried, by unanimous voice vote.  

Resolution adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 28-14, Resolution to Disallow Claims 

for Compensation and Reimbursement of Supervisors Appointed to Serve as PILRD Board 

Commissioners Under Section 33.28, Wis. Stats.  Motion (O’Connell/Edgell) to approve.   

Motion (Schmidt/Jepsen) to table Resolution 28-14.  Chairman Johnson received a request 

for point of order by Supr. Sample on whether the motion to table was in order.  Chairman 

Johnson declared that the motion to lay on the table was in order.  Motion 

(Sample/O’Connell) to appeal ruling of the Chair’s declaration.  Chairman declared the 
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appeal of declaration concerning the motion to table not debatable on the basis that the 

motion to lay on the table was also not debatable.  Chair called for a roll call vote to uphold 

the ruling of the chair declaring the appeal out of order.  The Chairman’s decision was 

upheld in a roll call vote of 9 yes/6 no. (Voting yes: Supr. Schmidt, Moriak, Caspersen, 

Jepsen, Luke, Nelson, Bonneprise, Demulling and Johnson.  Voting No: Supr. Johansen, 

Hallberg, Sample, Edgell, O’Connell, and Arcand) 

 

Supr. Jepsen withdrew his second on the motion to table Resolution 28-14. Supr. Nelson 

seconded the original motion to table Resolution 28-14. Chairman called for a roll call vote 

to determine if Resolution 28-14 should be tabled.  Motion to table was defeated in a roll 

call vote of 4 yes/11 no.  (Voting yes: Schmidt, Jepsen, Nelson and Demulling.  Voting no: 

Johansen, Hallberg, Moriak, Sample, Caspersen, Edgell, O’Connell, Luke, Arcand, 

Bonneprise and Johnson) 

 

Chairman called for a vote on Resolution 28-14.  A ballot vote was requested.  Resolution 

28-14 was defeated by a ballot vote of 6 yes/9 no.  (Voting yes: Supr. Arcand, O’Connell, 

Johansen, Hallberg, Sample and Edgell.  Voting no: Supr. Schmidt, Demulling, Moriak, 

Bonneprise, Johnson, Nelson, Jepsen, Luke and Caspersen)  

 

Chairman Johnson announced that action on Resolution 23-14, Resolution to Authorize 

Amendment to Wisconsin Department of Health Services to Polk County Consolidated 

Contract to Provide for Wisconsin Hospital Emergency Preparedness Program Services 

would need to be postponed to a later date.  Motion (Luke/Demulling) to postpone action 

on Resolution 23-14.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 Supervisors Reports were offered. 

 

Motion (Nelson/Demulling) to adjourn.  Motion carried, by unanimous voice vote.  

Chairman Johnson declared meeting adjourned 8:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Carole T. Wondra 

Polk County Clerk 
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