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Polk County Board of Adjustment Minutes – July 1, 2014 
Government Center; Balsam Lake, WI  54810 

 

Meeting called to order 8:00am 

Motion to approve agenda by Hegdal with Schmidt seconding.  All approved except Nehring abstained. 

Motion to approve June 10, 2014 minutes by Nehring with Schmidt seconding with amendment to add 
under Heldt decision, additional finding of fact: Mother is handicapped.  All voted to approve. 

Approval of June 17, 2014 minutes.  Nehring made motion to approve with Shirley seconding.  All voted 
for approval. 

Dana Fry (Polk County Administrator) addressed the BOA with regards to the County Administrator and 
that the BOA answers to Dana and the County Board. He noted that BOA members can contact him 
directly with questions/concerns. He commended the work and commitment of the BOA. 

BOA Recessed at 9:10am to review site locations. 

• Hager @ 9:40am 
• Lockie @ 10:15am 
• Hoffman @ 10:52am 
• Ertz @ 11:15am 

BOA reconvened at the Government Center @ 12:50pm 

Hager 

• Jeff Cook and Cynthia Rassbach testified.  
• Findings of Fact 

o Applicant reduced the size of the dwelling 
o Town reduced set-back from road by 10' 
o Town requested that applicant not disturb the bank next to the road 
o Lot is difficult to build on due to slope and road. 

• Hegdal made the motion to approve with conditions and Shirley seconding -- all voted to 
approve except Schmidt voted "no".  Conditions: Water run-off approved plan. Structure to be 
placed as marked on the lot. 

Lockie 

• Korwin and Marilyn Lockie testified. 
• The Lockie's requested a variance to build a garage. 
• Findings of Fact 

o Lockie had a variance in 2004 and the proposed garage would be built in a holding pond 
area that was part of the 2004 mitigation plan. 

o The pond has water in it and if the garage was built the water would go to the neighbors. 
o They have an attached garage. 
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• The board voted to deny because no hardship exists.    Sollman made the motion with Nehring 
seconding -- all voted to deny except Hegdal and Schmidt. 

Ertz 

• Nicholas Ertz testified.  
• Requests a "Special Exception" to have a brewpub. 
• Finding of Fact 

o Property is already zoned commercial 
o It was noted that a tavern was listed in the ordinance but a brewpub was not.    

• Schmidt made the motion to approve with Nehring seconding – all voted to approve.  

Hoffman 

• Michael Hoffman testified. 
• Variance for structure repair. 
• Finding of Fact:  

o Silt fencing and erosion on property      
o Work had already started and they found extensive rot. 
o  Variance was already granted 

• Nehring made the motion to approve with Shirley seconding -- All voted to approve. 

 Michael Wenholz then addressed the BOA with regards to paperwork and high volume of BOA requests.  
It was noted that water quality was only one of the criteria for the BOA.  Also noted that a majority of 
phosphorous was from agriculture. 

Adjourned at 3:55pm                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
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