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BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 

Tuesday, January 8, 2013 
10:00 AM  

                  Conference Room A/B – Polk County Health Department 
 

AGENDA 
 

 Call to order – Chairman Brian Masters 
 Approval of Agenda ‐ All 
 Public Comment 
 Approval of Minutes from  December 11, 2012 meeting ‐ All 
 Department Statistical/Financial Reports –Sampson 
 Old Business 

  1)  Update on Department’s Accreditation Process – Sampson 
  2)  Influenza and Pertussis Activity Update –Leonard 
  3)   Resolution to support tax equity for other tobacco products – Sampson/Boe 
  4)  Department’s 2013‐16 Strategic Plan – Board input/comments 
  5)  Community Health Needs Assessment Update ‐ Sampson 

• New Business 
  1)  New Mental Health Task Force Grant: PCHD Fiscal Agent ‐ Sampson 

 Director’s Report 
   1)  Public Health Legislative Updates – Next Legislative Event January 21 ‐ Sampson 
   2)  Public Health Research – Sampson 
   3)  Agency Updates – Sampson 
 Board member Comments/Observances 
 Adjourn 

 
 
Enc:   BOH minutes December 11, 2012 
     
     

This meeting is open to the public according to Wisconsin State Statute 19.83. Persons with disabilities wishing to attend and/or 
participate are asked to notify the County Clerk’s office (715‐485‐9226) at least 24 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting time so 
all reasonable accommodations can be made. Requests are confidential.  
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BOARD OF HEALTH 
 

The Polk County Board of Health met in the conference room of the Health Department at 
10:00 AM on January 8, 2013 
  
Present: Patricia Schmidt   Rick Scoglio       Dr. Arne Lagus          
  Kim Gearin    Tom Magnafici  
  
Also:  Gretchen Sampson  Julie Houman  Caralynn Hodgson   
  
Not Present:  Brian Masters, Leslie Larsen  
 
Speaker:  Brian Kaczmarski, Director of WWPHRC and PHAB Coordinator 

Mary Boe, Program Coordinator for Western WI Working for Tobacco-Free Living (W3TFL) 
  
Vice Chair Schmidt called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM.   
 
Motion by Gearin/Magnafici to approve the agenda.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Motion by Lagus/Magnafici to approve the minutes of the December 11, 2012 Board of 
Health meeting.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Monthly Statistical Reports 
Sampson reviewed the agency statistical and financial reports for December 2012. 
This is not the final reconciliation for 2012. There is a lag in billing for some accounts; final 
numbers for 2012 should be complete by February.  
 
Sampson met with Administrator Frey to discuss the Home Care program; he has no further 
information or recommendation at this time, we expect more to come in the spring. Home 
Care did receive WIMCR funds totaling $95,349.53 which will help offset the deficit.  

 
Old Business 

1) Update on Public Health Accreditation Application 
Brian Kaczmarski, PHAB and Accreditation Coordinator, presented a PowerPoint 
presentation on preparing for the accreditation site visit.  The site visit will be February 28 
and March 1, 2013. The Board of Health members, as our governing entity, will be asked to 
attend the site visit, time and date will follow by email.  To view more on the 12 domains of 
accreditation and to access the webinar, visit www.cecentral.com/phab 
View the CHIP (Community Health Improvement Plan) and CHA (Community Health 
Assessment): http://www.polkcountyhealthdept.org/communications/ 
 

2) Communicable Disease Update  
Sampson reported that Pertusis/Whooping cough is still a threat to Polk County residents.  
Influenza cases are high with 8 to 12 hospitalized persons in Polk County reported in 
WEDSS (disease surveillance system).  The flu shot can help prevent influenza virus.  
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3) Resolution to support tax equity for other tobacco products 

Sampson provided 2 resolutions to support tax equity on other tobacco products. Jeff Fuge 
advised 1 resolution be for the Board of Health (Resolution BOH 1-13) and 1 resolution be for 
the County Board. The resolution prepared for county board was approved at last month’s 
meeting and Supervisor Schmidt has signed it for the county board meeting.   
 
Motion by Magnafici/Lagus to support Resolution BOH 1-13. Schmidt, Scoglio, Lagus, 
Gearin, Magafici in favor, None opposed.  Larsen in support via teleconference. Motion 
carried.   
 
Mary Boe, Program Coordinator for Western WI Working for Tobacco-Free Living (W3TFL) 
distributed a handout on the state excise tax rates for non-cigarette tobacco products for all 
states. Every state except for PA has some tax on non-cigarette tobacco products. Florida 
does not tax cigars, but does tax all other tobacco products.  Nationwide, 12.8% of high 
school boys and 2.2% of girls use smokeless tobacco.  

 
4) Department’s 2013-16 Strategic Plan 

Sampson distributed the new 2013-16 Strategic plan at the December 2012 meeting for 
board members to review.   There were no questions about the plan today. Next month the 
Board will be asked to officially support/endorse the plan. 
 

5) Community Health Needs Assessment Update 
The Health Department and Medical Centers will be hosting several town hall meetings.  
Board members were invited to attend any of these open forums to learn about the health of 
Polk County residents. Feedback will help direct planning and implementation of county and 
local initiatives aimed at improving the health of Polk’s residents. 

 Tuesday January 15 4:30-6 p.m. Polk County Govt. Center 
 Saturday January 26 9:30-11a.m. Osceola Medical Center 
 Monday January 28  5:30-7 p.m. St. Croix Regional Med Ctr 
 Wednesday January 30 7:30-9 a.m. Amery Regional Medical Ctr 

 
New Business 

1) New Mental Health Task Force Grant: PCHD Fiscal Agent 
Sampson reported that the Mental Health Task Force received a grant for youth suicide 
prevention. Polk County Health Department will be the fiscal agent for the grant.  Kim 
Henningsgard will be the coordinator for the project; Burnett and St Croix County will be 
involved in the grant in hopes of establishing similar programs. The grant is funded for 3 
years: Year 1: $33,000; Year 2: $31,000 and Year 3: $29,000. 
  
Director’s Report 

1) Public Health Legislative Updates:  
The next legislative event will be Monday January 21, 2013 in New Richmond.  
Sampson provided a copy of a letter she sent to Sean Duffy, House of Representatives on 
stopping drastic cuts to public health.   
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2) Public Health Research 

Sampson distributed 2 articles from the American Journal of Public Health. 
 
Suicide, Guns, and Public Policy 
Sampson reported that suicide is a serious public health concern that is responsible for 
almost 1 million deaths each year worldwide. Many studies have shown that the vast majority 
of those who survive a suicide attempt do not go on to die by suicide. 40% of suicide attempt 
survivors contemplated suicide for less than five minutes before the attempt and thus firearm 
access is of serious concern and highlights the need to store guns locked with separate 
locked locations for ammunition as well as keeping firearms out of homes with those with 
mental health illness. 
 
Public Health in a Time of Government Austerity 
Sampson distributed an article from the American Journal of Public Health called The Seven 
Deadly sins of Public Health by Harvey V. Fineberg, MD, PhD: Sloth (laziness), Gluttony 
(overeating), Greed (tobacco companies), Ignorance (not knowing better), Complacency 
(status quo), Timidity (fear of standing out), and Obstinacy (habits).     

 
  3) Agency Update 
Sampson reported that the Health Department has been awarded several grants: 

 $10,000 CDC infrastructure mini-grant. The Health Department received this 
grant last year also.  The grant runs from January 1 through September 30, 
2013. We will work on quality improvement and accreditation with these funds.  

 $5,000 NACCHO accreditation mentoring grant administered by the Institute for 
Wisconsin’s Health. Polk will mentor another local health department that is 
planning to apply for accreditation. This is a short term commitment from 
01/01/13-05/31/13. 

 A $2,500 breastfeeding grant from the Office on Women’s Health is being 
applied for by the WIC program. 

 
Motion by Scoglio/Magnafici to adjourn.  All in favor.  Motion carried. Meeting 
adjourned at 12:00 pm. 
 
The next Board of Health meeting will be February 12, 2013 at 10:00 A.M.  
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