




























MINUTES 
Conservation, Development, Recreation and Education Committee 

Government Center County Board Room 
Balsam Lake, WI  54810 

Wednesday, August 5, 2015 
 

 
Call to Order 
Meeting called to order by Chairman O’Connell at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Members present:  Supervisors O’Connell, Moriak, Nelson, Johansen Edgell and Dale Wood. 
Others present:  County Clerk, Corporation Counsel, Administrator, several Department Heads and 
press. 
 
Approval Agenda/Minutes 
Chairman called for a motion to approve the amended agenda as presented to committee.  Motion 
(Johansen/Edgell) to approve amended agenda.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman called for a motion to approve the minutes of the July 1st and 21st meetings.  Motion 
(Wood/Nelson) to approve minutes.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
New Business 
Department heads were on hand to answer any questions with regard to their monthly reports.   
 
Administrator Frey addressed the committee to update them on progress of the fee schedule.  Complete 
schedule to come at a later date.  Land Information Director Sara McCurdy addressed the committee to 
request a new fee.  Request to introduce a $150 Re-connection fee by a resolution to go to the full 
County Board in August.  By unanimous consent, Chairman O’Connell would sign and the recommended 
resolution would go forward to County Board. 
 
Chairman O’Connell called on Debbie Peterson and Steve Geiger to address Resolution Authorizing 
Cooperative Agreement Wisconsin Department of Transportation for Wisconsin Continuously Operating 
Reference Station (WISCORS) at Polk County Recycling Center.  Motion (Nelson/Johansen) to 
recommend approval and move the resolution to the full County Board for the August meeting.  Motion 
carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman O’Connell called on Corporation Counsel Jeff Fuge and Village of Osceola Administrator, Joel 
West to address Resolution to Dedicate Certain County Land for Public Road in the Village of Osceola.  
This would be a Dedication Easement to improve road access to property in the Village.  Costs would be 
absorbed by the Village of Osceola and county would have full use of the roadway, with no restrictions.  
Truck traffic allowed.  Motion (Johansen/Nelson) to recommend approval and move the resolution to 
the full County Board for the August meeting.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman called for a 10 minute break. 
 



Chairman O’Connell called on Corporation Counsel to address Resolution to Repeal Paragraph 23 of 
Motion #520 to the State of Wisconsin 2015-2017 Budget Bill Relative to Shoreland Zoning Standards. 
Motion (Edgell/Nelson) to recommend passage and move resolution to the full County Board for the 
August meeting.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Old Business 
Chairman O’Connell called on Corporation Counsel to address Repeal/ Amendment of 
Telecommunications Ordinance to conform with Section 66.0404, Wisconsin Statutes.  Corporation 
Counsel, Fuge and Land Information Director, Sara McCurdy to look at other counties for examples of 
their Telecommunications Tower Ordinance and forward, to the committee, a new draft Ordinance to 
abide within the State law for consideration.    
 
Chairman O’Connell called on Supervisor Johnson and member of the Gandy Dancer Trail Commission to 
address modifications to the plan.  By unanimous consent, Committee directs the Polk County Parks 
Department to look at Burnett County Gandy Dancer Trail Master Plan, and use as a possible template 
for modifying the Polk County Segment and bring it back to the committee for consideration. 
 
Chairman called for a 10 minute break. 
 
Chairman O’Connell called on County Planner, Tim Anderson to address the proposed Polk County 
Zoning Ordinance Revision.  Tim provided an update on the draft as it stands currently, to reflect the 
new changes in the statute after the passage of recent 2015-2017 budget bill.  A copy of new revisions 
to be available for the September 2nd meeting. 
 
Chairman O’Connell called on County Planner, Tim Anderson and Zoning Administrator, Nancy Snouffer 
to address possible impact of the 2015-17 budget bill on the current county land use ordinances.   
 
Closing     
No meeting scheduled for August 19th at this time.  Future items to include zoning requests, fee 
schedule, draft zoning changes and discussion of Memorandum of Understanding with Arnell Humane 
Society. 
 
Adjourn 
Motion (Johansen/Nelson) to adjourn.  Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 12:10p.m.     
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