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 POLK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Minutes from Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Polk County Government Center – County Board Room 

Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

 

Chairman Johnson called the regular May 19, 2015 meeting of the Polk County Board of 

Supervisors to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of receiving evidence of proper 

notice.  The County Clerk stated that the notice of meeting was properly posted in three public 

buildings, published in a legal newspaper in accordance with Wisconsin Statute Section 985.02 

and posted on the county website the week of May 11, 2015.  In addition, the Office of the 

County Clerk distributed on May 7, 2015 copies of such notice of meeting and proposed 

resolutions to supervisors in accordance with Article 3, section 2 of the County Board Rules of 

Order.  The amended notice of the meeting was posted to the website, posted in three public 

buildings and distributed to the Supervisors on May 18, 2015. 

 

The County Board received the verbal opinion of Corporation Counsel that the initial advance 

written meeting notice, posted and published, as described by the Clerk satisfied the applicable 

provisions of Wisconsin Open Meetings Law and the applicable procedural provisions of the 

Polk County Board Rules of Order.  The Board also received from Corporation Counsel the 

verbal legal opinion that the amended meeting notice was posted in accordance with the 

substantive and timeline provision of the Open Meetings Law and that it would be necessary for 

the board to act to suspend the Rules of Order, pursuant to Article 3, paragraph 4, to approve the 

agenda, conforming to the amended meeting notice issued and posted on May 18, 2015 and add 

to the order of business Proposed Resolution Nos.: 16-15 and 17-15. 

 

Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of taking roll call.  Roll call was 

taken with all 15 members present.   

 

Chairman Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chairman Johnson recognized Supervisor Johansen to provide the Time of Reflection.  

Supervisor Johansen dedicated the time for reflection to the Memorial Day holiday and provided 

a historical account of Memorial Day, as originating as Decoration Day in honor of the Civil 

War.  Supervisor Johansen read excerpts from “Recollection of 1876 – Polk County First Written 

History” to recognize those serving in the Civil War from Polk County. 

 

Chairman Johnson explained there is a need to break out and handle separately the approval of 

the agenda and approval of the minutes to approve the agenda as amended.   

 

Chairman Johnson called for a motion to suspend the Rules of Order to allow for adoption of the 

agenda conforming to the amended meeting notice. Motion (Nelson/Jepsen) to suspend the 

Rules pursuant to Article 3, Paragraphs 4 to allow for the purpose of taking up approval of 

the agenda, conforming to the amended meeting notice issued and posted on May 18, 2015.  

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
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Chairman Johnson called for a motion to approve the agenda conforming to the amended 

meeting notice.  Motion (Schmidt/Jepsen) to approve the agenda conforming to the 

amended meeting notice and posted on May 18, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously by voice 

vote. 

 

Chairman Johnson called for a motion to approve the minutes of the April 21, 2015 meeting.  

Motion (Bonneprise/Moriak) to approve the Minutes of the April 21, 2015 meeting.  Motion 

carried unanimously by voice vote.  

 

Time was given for public comment.  

 

Time was given for Receipt and Discussion of Committee Reports.  None received. 

 

Chairman Johnson recognized Supervisor Schmidt for a report on the induction of Deputy 

Michael Severson into the Wisconsin Law Enforcement Memorial on May 8, 2015 and the 

Federal Law Enforcement Memorial on May 13, 2015. 

 

Chairman’s Report was received as presented by Chairman Johnson. 

  

Chairman Johnson explained the reasoning behind item A. under the Chairman’s report,  

“Requesting consensus to allow the two existing “special use permitted events” on the Gandy 

Dancer Trail for 2015 following Burnett County’s decision.”  Supr. Jepsen also addressed the 

issue.  Chairman asked if Supervisors had any objection to the two named events for 2015.  The 

Board received no objections. 

 

The Administrator’s report was received as a handout in the absence of Administrator Frey. 

 

Timm Johnson and Dave Muller did not appear for the project report by the Renewable Energy 

Committee.   

 

Action of Proposed Resolutions and Ordinances: 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 12-15, Resolution to Authorize Polk 

County Land and Water Resources Department Director to Enter into Cooperative Agreements 

and Professional Service Agreements. Motion (Bonneprise/O’Connell) to approve Resolution 

12-15. Land and Water Director, Tim Ritten addressed the resolution. Motion to approve 

Resolution 12-15, carried by unanimous voice vote. Resolution Adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 13-15, Resolution to Authorize Lease 

Agreement Concerning Part of Highway Gravel Pit Lands Located in Town of Lorain. Motion 

(O’Connell/Jepsen) to approve Resolution 13-15.  Corporation Counsel addressed the 

resolution noting a need to receive an amendment to the resolution.  Motion 

(O’Connell/Nelson) to amend proposed Resolution 13-15, at Lines 25-29, to state as follows: 
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“14.92 acres of Highway gravel pit physically located along County Trunk Highway O in 

the Town of Lorain and having the legal description as follows: 

 

“The West 490 feet of the Southeast One-Quarter (SE 1/4) of the Northeast One-Quarter 

(NE ¼) of Section 30, Township 37 North, Range 15 West, Town of Lorain, Polk County, 

Wisconsin.  Containing 14.92 acres more or less.”  

 

Motion to amend proposed resolution 13-15 carried unanimously.  Motion to approve 

Resolution 13-15, as amended carried, by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution Adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 14-15.  Resolution Concerning Wisconsin 

Wolf Population and Requesting Revision to Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Wolf 

Management Plan.  Motion (Jepsen/Schmidt) to approve Resolution 14-15.  Supervisor 

Schmidt addressed the resolution.  Motion to approve Resolution 14-15, as amended, carried 

by voice vote.   Resolution Adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 15-15.  Resolution to Offer to the 

Wisconsin Counties Association 2015 Annual Conference Relating to the Consideration and 

Handling of Non-Fiscal Policy Proposals Contained in the State of Wisconsin Biennial Budget 

Proposal.  Motion (Jepsen/Demulling) to approve Resolution 15-15.  Chairman Johnson 

addressed the resolution.  Motion to approve Resolution No. 15-15 carried, by unanimous 

voice vote.  Resolution Adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 16-15.  Resolution in Support of 

Continued Defederalization of the Regional Consolidated Revolving Loan Fund.  Motion 

(Luke/Jepsen) to approve Resolution No. 16-15.  Corporation Counsel addressed the 

resolution.  Motion to approve Resolution No. 16-15 carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Resolution Adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 17-15.  Resolution to Authorize 

Corporation Counsel to Appear at Settlement Conference in Pending Federal Litigation. 

(PAUL BURRITT v. LISA DITLEFSEN, et al. -15-1896)  Motion (Luke/Jepsen) to approve 

Resolution No. 17-15.  Corporation Counsel addressed the resolution.  Motion to approve 

Resolution No. 17-15 carried by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution Adopted. 

 

Supervisors Reports were received. 

 

Motion (Bonneprise/Johansen) to adjourn.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Chairman Johnson declared meeting adjourned 7:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Carole T. Wondra 

Polk County Clerk 
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