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POLK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Minutes from Tuesday, September 16, 2014  

Polk County Government Center – County Board Room 

Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

 

Chairman Johnson called the regular September 16, 2014 meeting of the Polk County Board of 

Supervisors to order at 6:00 p.m. 

   

Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of receiving evidence of proper 

notice.  The County Clerk stated that the notice of meeting, was properly posted in three public 

buildings, published in a legal newspaper in accordance with Wisconsin Statute Section 985.02 

and posted on the county website the week of September 8, 2014.  In addition, the Office of 

County Clerk distributed on September 4, 2014, copies of such notice of meeting and proposed 

resolutions to supervisors in accordance with Article 3, Section 2 of the County Board Rules of 

Order.  The County Board received the verbal opinion of Corporation Counsel that the advance 

written meeting notice, posted and published as described by the clerk satisfied the applicable 

provisions of Wisconsin Open Meetings Law and the applicable procedural provisions of the 

Polk County Board Rules of Order.  

 

Chairman Johnson recognized the County Clerk for purposes of taking roll call.  Roll call was 

taken with all 15 members present.  Chairman Johnson led the pledge of Allegiance.  Supervisor 

Sample offered a Time of Reflection. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor the approval of the Consent Agenda as published.  

Motion (Luke/Schmidt) to approve the Consent Agenda as published.  Chairman Johnson 

called for the vote on the motion to approve the Consent Agenda.   Motion to approve the 

Consent Agenda carried, by unanimous voice vote.   

Time was given for public comment.  

Time was given for Committee Q&A. 

 

Chairman’s Report was given by Chairman Johnson.  It was announced that due to Veterans Day 

falling on Tuesday, November 11
th

, the November County Board meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, November 12, 2014. 

 

By unanimous consent of the board members, the decision was made to handle the Resolutions 

before  the Administrator’s Report.  

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 29-14, Resolution to Authorize 

Revision to Joint Use Salt Shed Agreement With Town of Alden.  Motion 

(Jepsen/Bonneprise) to approve Resolution 29-14.  Administrator Frey addressed the 

resolution.  Motion to approve Resolution 29-14, carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Resolution adopted. 
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Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 30-14, Resolution in Support of 

Legislation to Add Additional Judges.  Motion (Nelson/Schmidt) to approve Resolution 30-

14.  Chairman Johnson recognized Honorable Judge Jeffery L. Anderson to address the 

resolution.  The County board received the address of Judge Anderson.  Motion to approve 

Resolution 30-14, carried by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 31-14, Resolution to Authorize Space 

in Former County Library Building to Unity School District for Alternative Diploma 

Program.  Motion (O’Connell/Moriak) to approve Resolution 31-14.  Administrator Frey 

addressed the resolution.  Motion to approve Resolution 31-14 carried, by voice vote.  

Resolution adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 32-14, Resolution to Approve and to 

Pay Dog Claim of Virginia Bergstrom.  Motion (Johansen/Edgell) to approve Resolution 

32-14.   

 

Motion (O’Connell/Luke) to amend Resolution 32-14 by adding a final BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED clause as follows: 

 

 “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the event the County pays dollars as 

allowed herein, the Corporation Counsel shall file and prosecute a civil action for 

reimbursement as allowed by Statutes.” 

 

Motion to amend Resolution 32-14 as stated, carried, by unanimous voice vote.  Chairman 

Johnson called for a vote on the Motion to approve Resolution 32-14 as amended. A roll 

call vote was requested. Motion carried, by a roll call vote of 13 yes/2 no).  Resolution 

adopted.  (Voting no: Supervisors, Schmidt & Johnson). 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 33-14, Resolution to Designate Polk 

County Human Services Department as Agency to Administer the Coordinated Service 

Team Initiative.  Motion (Caspersen/Schmidt) to approve Resolution 33-14.  Administrator 

Frey addressed the resolution.  Motion to approve Resolution 33-14 carried, by unanimous 

voice vote.  Resolution adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 34-14, Resolution to Support 

Regulation of E-Cigarettes.  Motion (Schmidt/Demulling) to approve Resolution 34-14.  

Mary Boe from the Public Health Department addressed the resolution.  Motion to approve 

Resolution 34-14, carried by voice vote.  Resolution adopted. 
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Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 35-14, Resolution to Approve of 

Dissolution of Northwest Long Term Care District Pursuant to Wis. Stats 46.2895(13) 

Upon Satisfaction of Conditions.  Motion (Schmidt/Jepsen) to approve Resolution 35-14. 

Corporation Counsel, Fuge addressed the resolution.  Motion to approve Resolution 35-14, 

carried by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution adopted. 

 

 Chairman Johnson called to the floor, Resolution No. 23-14, Resolution to Authorize 

Amendment to Wisconsin Department of Health Services to Polk County Consolidated 

Contract to Provide for Wisconsin Hospital Emergency Preparedness Program Services.  

Motion (Demulling/Johansen) to approve Resolution 23.-14.  Administrator Frey addressed 

the resolution.   

 

Motion (Sample/Luke) to amend Resolution 23-14 to include 6 amendments as 

recommended by Health and Human Services Board, as follows: 

 

 “1.  Following Line 14, insert (As Amended Lines 15-34) 

 

“WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Hospital Emergency Preparedness Program (WHEPP) is a federally 

grant funded initiative of the Wisconsin Department of Health Services that supports hospital 

emergency preparedness planning, response and recovery to mass casualty incidents or pandemic 

events using a design model of “one region” under “one response plan” that provides a united, 

collaborative and organized response to an incident by strengthening an individual facility’s 

capacity and readiness in such events; and 

 

WHEREAS, WHEPP Region 1 is composed of thirty-two (32)  health care facilities in the 

counties of Ashland, Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, Chippewa, Douglas, Dunn, Eau Claire, Pepin, 

Pierce, Polk, Rusk, Sawyer, St. Croix and Washburn; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Polk County Health Department participates in WHEPP Region 1 by partnering 

with the health care facilities to provide assistance in strategic planning, emergency planning and 

response; and 

 

WHEREAS, the employees and contract agents of health care facilities that participate in 

WHEPP Region 1 volunteer time and effort in the development of the state coordinated plan and 

response and would not present Polk County or the Polk County Health Department with any 

financial responsibility or risk of loss through usage of an appropriate agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, under the terms of the contract amendment, the Polk County Health Department 

would act as a fiscal agent for WHEPP Region 1 and existing county staff of the Polk County 

Health Department would perform those various duties and responsibilities of fiscal agent to 

administer WHEPP Region 1 grant funds.” 
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 2.  Delete Existing Lines 27-31, which read, as follows: 

 

WHEREAS, the Polk County Health Department has incurred expenses for the provision of 

services related to the Wisconsin Hospital Emergency Preparedness Program, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Hospital Emergency Preparedness Program provides financial and 

technical assistance to hospitals and other facilities throughout the state to enhance healthcare 

preparedness for public health emergencies; and 

 

3.  Revise Existing Lines 32-34 (As Amended, Lines 47-49) to read, as follows: 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Wisconsin Statute Section 65.90(5), 

and notwithstanding Polk County Policy 880, Budget Preparation and Execution, the Polk 

County Board of Supervisors does amend the operating and capital budget for the calendar year 

2014, as follows: 

 

 4.  Revise Lines 38-42 (As Amended, Lines 54-58) to read as follows: 

 

The Polk County Board of Supervisors does hereby authorize and appropriate additional 

revenues and expenditures for the Polk County Health Department in the amount of $102,145.00 

for the provision of professional services necessarily incurred for the provision of professional 

services for purpose of providing requisite tasks as fiscal agent under the program for WHEPP 

Region 1. 

 

 5.  Revise Lines 43-46, (As Amended, Lines 59-63) to read, as follows: 

 

3. The Polk County Board of Supervisors authorizes and directs the Polk County Health 

Director to complete and to administer the consolidated contract, as amended, and to extend 

service contracts necessary to carry-out the fiscal agent responsibilities of the County in WHEPP 

Region 1 the Wisconsin Hospital Emergency Preparedness Program.  consistent with said 

contract amendment and the WHEPP Region 1 By-Laws. 

 

 

 6.  Insert After Line 46, (As Amended Lines 64-67 as follows: 

 

4.  As fiscal agent, the Polk County Health Director shall obtain a waiver and 

indemnification agreement from all healthcare facilities, their employees and contract agents and 

retain the same with the Department of Administration and obtain the approval of the County 

Administrator for any expenditure of grant funds to be paid under this program.” 
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Motion to approve 6 amendments to Resolution 23-14, carried by unanimous voice vote.  

Motion to approve Resolution 23-14 as amended carried, by unanimous voice vote.  

Resolution adopted. 

 

Chairman Johnson called for a 15 minute recess, 7:15 p.m. 

Chairman Johnson declared the meeting back in session, 7:30 p.m. 

 

County Administrator Frey presented the 2015 Operating and Capital Budget Recommendation. 

Motion (Schmidt/Demulling) to acknowledge receipt of the 2015 Budget Recommendation. 

Motion to acknowledge receipt of the 2015 Budget Recommendation, carried by unanimous 

voice vote. 

 

Chairman Johnson called for a motion to approve the Administrators appointments of 

Tom Engel to Renewable Energy Committee; Gail Tessman to Board of Adjustment; and 

Pamela J. DeShaw to the Health and Human Services Board.  Motion (Schmidt/Demulling) 

to approve said appointments. Motion to approve the appointments carried, by unanimous 

voice vote.  

 

 Supervisors Reports were offered and received. 

 

Motion (Bonneprise/Demulling) to adjourn.  Motion carried, by unanimous voice vote.  

Chairman Johnson declared meeting adjourned 8:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Carole T. Wondra 

Polk County Clerk 
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